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U.S. open to Rnssia-lran deal 

MILDENHALL MILITARY BASE (AFP) — The United States 
said Wednesday ii would not oppose Russia's sale of nuclear 
reactors to Iran if Tehran agreed to get rid of the ^nt fuel. The 
eornfMoniise is “somediiog that we would possibly consider but 
whkA we are not oegodating," a senior admiWtration offidaJ told 
repoiters here as Secretary of State Warren Christopher return^ 
&om a Mideast tour. “A lot of pet^le brought up the idea in and 
outside our govenuneot," be said but he added: “We are in the 
primary stages.** Russia announced in February it had signed a $1 
billion agreement with Tehran to build a nuclear reactor at 
Bushehr on the Gulf de^te U.S. objections that die fe^ty could 
be used Iran to develop a nudear arsenal. President Bill Qintoo 
announced Tiiesday be would bar U.S. companies from develop* 


o^al said the ban on oil ^loratUxi provided leverage to force 
Tehran to offer guarantees it will not use the Rusian tedmology 
for military purposes. “We are in a better position to ask ior 
stmiiar st^," be said. 


Jo 









An independent Arab political daily 


s 


Impress Foundation 


Islamic leaden sign agreements 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — The leaders of nine Idamic natimis stened 
a host of economic ^ cultural a|reemeots Wednesday in a bid to 
increase trade and improve relations in the troubled region. The 
measures call for redudng trade tarifEs, making it eader for 
businessmen to get visas, improving air and sea links and 
egtghKshing joiDt cultural and science institutes. The measures 
were seen as the initial steps toward strengthening regional trade 
and leaders acknowledged that many barriers remain. “Things are 
moving slowly because of t^ tremendous work in from of us.” 
Ii^'s PresidMt Hashemi Rafisanjani told a news conference at die 
conclusion of the two-day summit of the Economic Cooperation 
Organisation (ECO). “But this is an initial step and certainly it can 
be i^ementra." The membw states are Afghani^, Azerbai- 
jan. Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turk- 
menistan and Uzbekistan. Turkey, the 10th member of ECO, did 
not sim aipr of the agreements saying its emermg private sector 
would participate, but not the goveramenL HieTesaers focused on 
economics arid did not attempt to resolve the political tunnoQ and 
numerous confliets that haw slowed or halted deveki]»i«it. 
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King honours 
indonesia envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wedti^ay conferred upon 
Indonesian Ambassador to 
Jordan Mohammad Hassan 
Adami AI Istiklal Medal of 
tte First Order on the occa- 
sion of the end of his tour of 
duty in the Kingdom. The 
medal was presented to the 
ambassador by Foreign 
Nfinister Abdui Karim Al 
Kabaiiti at a hindieon be 
bold in Mr. Adami’s honour. 

Menem’s son 
killed 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Carlos Menem Jr, son of 
Argentine President Carlos 
Mmem, died Wednesday in a 
bc^tal soon after his beli- 
(^ter crashed, local televi- 
sion said. He was 25. 

Shells slam Into 
Galilee area 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Several 
mortar roun^ landed near 
the Israel-Lebanon border 
Wednesday, and one re- 
portedly scored a direct hit 
on an army position, milita^ 
sources and Israel Radio 
said. Military sources said at 
least four shells, probably 
from long-range mortars 
fired by guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon, exploded in an 
open area straddling the bor- 
der in the Galilee panhandle. 
But Israel Radio said one of 
the ^ells landed inside an 
Israeli anny position along 
the border causing slight 
damage, but no injunes. 
tlements along the front vwnt 
on alert and Israeli artillery 
fire was returned to the 
source of fire, tiie radio said. 

Lebanese deputy 
among 36 charg^ 

BEIRUT (AP) — A parlia- 
ment member who tii^red 
a political uproar in Decem- 
ber was among 36 people 
charged Wednesday with 
illegal drugtraffickmg. Drau- 
ty Yahya Sbamas and 30 fol- 
lowers were charged with 
“large-scale** drugs smug- 
gling and trafficking, accord- 
ing to the indictment by the 
investigating magistrate, 
Saeed Miiza. Mr. Miiza dis- 
missed charges against 11 
other suspects for lack of 
evidence. In a separate case, 
businessman Naim Maalouf 
and four other people were 
charged with smuggling 100 
kilogrammes cocaine from 
Colombia. In both cases, Mr. 
Miiza demanded imprison- 
ment of the sn^)ect5 for up to 
seven years at hard labour. 
They are all in custody pend- 
ing trial. 

Castro ready to do 
business with Israel 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Cuban 
Presi^nt Fidel Castro de- 
claim himself eager to trade 
with Israel in an interview 
published in Wednesday’s 
Davar nevi^paper. ‘*Cuba 
wants to do business with 
Israel, even in the absence of 
diplomatic relations between 
the two countries,” Mr. Cas- i 
tro told the trade union daily 
on his trip to Paris this week. 
Havana broke off ties with 
the Jewish state over the 1973 
Middle East war and Israel 
has badted the United States 
economic sanctions a^nst 
the communist regime. 
Nonetheless an. Israeli chief 
rabbi met for the first time 
with Mr. Castro in Cuba in 
February 1994. 

PN A slaps back tax 
demand on W. Bankers 

BEU SAHUR (AFP) — The 
people of a West Ba^ town 
who became a symbol of the 
fight again^ occi^tion by 
refusing to pay braeli tax 
have received demands for 
six years arrears fiom the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). The angry folk of 
Beit ^ur, near ^thlehem, 
have appealed to PLO CHiair- 
man Yasser Arafat by letter 
10 De eXemptcu. tsiaci acm 
troops into the town who 
made arrests and seized 
goo^ in lieu of taxes during 
foe intifada which erupted in 
l^>ecember 1987 and officially 
came to an end with the 
launch of autonomy in May 


Prince Hassan, Peres 

hold talks with Kohl, 
senior EU officials 

German chancellor affirms interest 
in helping peacebuilding in Mideast 
Talks cover financing for water projects 


BONN (Agencies) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres on Wednesday held 
talks with German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl on the im- 
plementation of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty- 

Priuce Hassan and Mr. 
Peres told a press conference 
after the oieeting that the Earo- 
pean Commission has taken 
the first steps toward helping 
build $400 million dam pro- 
jects that would send water 
from the Jordan and Yar- 
mouk Rivers to Jordan. 

The two men asked for 
European assistance for the 
projects in meetins with 
Chancellor Kohl and Manuel 
Marin, a European Commis- 
sion official in charge of rela- 
tions vrith the Middle East. 

Mr. Peres said the Euro- 
pean r/m u HigoMi is going to 
propose that the 16*nation 
European Union spend $40 
oullion to conduct a foasibfl- 
ity study. 

Prince Hassan said the 
feasibility stu^ may be 
finished before June. 

Crown Prince Hassan, in 
his talks with Assistant Euro- 


pean Commissioaer Marin, 
Hic/iiewt several issues of 
concern to the EU and Jor- 
dan. 

Prince Hassan briefed Mr. 
Marin on Jordan's views on a 
European role in rebuilding 
and developing the ^ddle 
East region in accordance 
with the new realities result- 
ing from the peace process. 

Prince Hassan rerteiated 
proposals he made during 
meetings with EU officials in 
Brussels last November on 
concepts on partnership rela- 
tions between Europe as a 
single economic and political 
bloc and the countries of the 
Mediterranean as one de- 
velopment region seeking to 
achieve stability and balance 
and consequently develop- 
ment and reconstructing. 

Prince Hassan Feferrra to 
the role of the EU in support- 
ing and financing some pro- 
jects in the wake of the p^ce 
process, namely water and 
irrigation projects and those 
related to developing the Jor- 
dan Rift Valley. 

Mr. Marin stressed the 
EU’s keenness to continue its 
suppKirt of the region and of 
peace efforts, and referred to 
the special relations between 


the EU and Jordan. 

The meetingwas attended 
by Minister of banning Rtma 
Khalaf. who is accompanying 
the Crown Prince on the visit. 

Later in the day the Crown 
Prince was received by Chan- 
cellor Kohl, who stressed 
Germany’s appreciation of 
the Jordanian -role in peace- 
making in the region and 
expressed Germany’s support 
of the Kingdom in the coining 
era. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Marin 
joined the meeting later 
along with German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel. 

Discu^on at the expanded 
meeting focused on the latest 
development in the peace 
process and efforts e^mrted to 
define the economic and poli- 
tical relations among the 
Middle Eastern countries. 

The Crown Prince briefed 
the meeting on the ideas and 
proposals which will be pre- 
sented at the Amm an econo- 
mic summit, which will be 
held in October, and stressed 
Jordan's keenness to bring it 
to success. 

Chancellor Kohl hosted a 
lundi in honour of the Crown 

(Omtiniied on page 7) 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton said 
on Wednesday he now sees a 
real opportunity to secure a 
Gomprebensive peace in the 
Middle East. 

*‘I believe there is now a 
real opportunity to secure a 
durable resolution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict,” Mr. 
Clinton said at a joint news 
conference after White 
House talks with King Has- 
san of Morocco. 

“We must accelerate the 
momentum for peace in the 
^ddle East," be said. 

Ibe comment highli^ted 
an expanded U.S. role m the 
peace proce^ under a plan 
for negotiations worked out 
during a Middle East trip by 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

King Hassan echoed the 
president's sentiments and 
lauded progress towards 
peace. 

"This newborn peace 


appears to be threateued by 
dsmgers because it's not a 
fuU-fiedged peace,” he said. 
“For peace to be achieved, 
the pace for negotiations be- 
tween Palestinians and 
Israelis needs to be acceler- 
ated.” 

Mr. Clinton met with King 
Hassan as Mr. Christopher 
returned witii the agreement 
between Israel and Syria to 
start talldng ^ain early next 
week in Wariungton to work 
out an agreement on the fu- 
ture of the strategic Golan 
Heights. 

On a sunny, spring-Uke day 
King Hassan was welcomed 
to foe White House with a 
21-guo salute. Mr. Clinton 
called him “a good friend of 
America and one of tfae.lsla- 
mic World's most respected 
leaders.” 

King Hassan praised CUn- 
ton’s “relentless efforts” for 
Middle East peace. 

The administration’s new 


strategy places Dennis Ross, 
a former academic vfoc irork- 
ed on Middle East diplomacy 
for President George Bush as 
well as Mr. Clinton, in the 
mi^ of tough barmii^g be- 
tween Israel uul Syria. 

Mr. R<^ also is taking 
over at least some of Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher’s shuttling duties. He 
wll go to foe region in about 
two weeks to set foe sta^ for 
senior Israeli and Syrian 
military commanders to j<^ 
the Washingum talks. 

What has not changed is 
foe desire fo brael and Syifo 
to bargain in secrecy, vnfoout 
foe participants facing ques- 
tions from reporters on whar 
they are saying to each other 
and bow they may be doing. 

Even foe exact day they 
will begin is not being 
announcra. 

Under an agreement Mr. 

(Contmoed on page 7) 


Israel, PLO draft election deal 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israeli negotiators 
began drafting a joint accord 
on elections to a Palestinian 
self-rule council here 
Wednesday but they skirted 
key points of dispute. 

“We have entered into 
writing a joint draft for the 
elections but there are still 
issues of substance that have 
not been tackled,” the head 
of the PLO delegation, Saeb 
Erakat, said at foe end of a 
two-day meeting in Cairo. 

“We are working now on 
chapters concerning the 
structure of the council," his 
Israeli counterpart, Yoel Sin- 
ger said. He added that sped- 
fic powers had not been dis- 
cused. 

Both sides said they 
reached agreement on pro- 
viding the council with leg- 
islative powers, but foe size 
of the council was still unde- 
cided. 

The Palestinians have 
proposed a 100-member leg- 
islative body while Israel has 
previously called for a smal- 
ler, solely executive council. 

The negotiators wound up 
discussions hours before PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat was 
expected to face pressure to 
halt the negotiations with 
Israel during a meeting with 


other PLO leaders. 

Offidals at PLO headquar- 
ters in Tunis, where Mr. Ara- 
fat will confront his rivals, 
said they saw no progress in 
the talks and complained that 
Israel backed out on an ear- 
lier pledge to withdraw its 
troops from West Bank 
towns. 

After Wednesday's talks 
here, Mr. Singer said the 
focus was on defining the 
responsibilities and powers of 
an elected Pales tinian lead- 
s.^hip. 

“We have covered lots of 
ground,” he told reporters, 
adding that he expected to 
meet chief PLO negotiator 
^eb Erekat neset week in the 
West Bank dty of Jeridio. 

He pledged his uommit- 
ment to meeting foe deadline 
of July 1 that Mr. Arafat and 
I^eli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres set last week for 
wrapping up the talks. 

Dr. Erekat said he ex- 
pected real progress in foe 
talks only after Israel makes 
up its mind on redeploying its 
troops, which was supposed 
to come in advance of elec- 
tions under foe Israel-PLO 
agreement signed in 1993. 

Ihat accord called for the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from main West Bank towns 
and elections for a Palesti- 


nian council by last July. 

About this week's talks. 
Dr. Erekat said; “I don’t 
have anything to tell you in 
terms of agreement. We have 
uo sign^ agreements." 

He said the pact creating 
Palestinian autonomous 
zones in foe Gaza Strip and 
Jericho would fall apart un- 
less agreement on elections 
was reached before foe July 1 
deadline. 

“It is not a threat ... it is 
foe fact,” he added. 

Hie Tunis meeting sche- 
duled to start late We^esday 
involved leaders in Mr. Ara- 
fat's Fateh faction. A sepa- 
rate meeting of the n.O Ex- 
ecutive Committee was sche- 
duled Saturday. The sessions 
will be foe first for the entire 
FLO leadership since Mr. 
Arafat moved to Gaza last 
July. 

The Cairo talks also 
touched on logistical aspects 
of foe elections. 

“We need to start a door- 
to-door canvas to prepare a 
voters’ list,” Dr. Erekat said. 
He added foac a list provided 
tty foe Israelis of one milliOD 
Palestinians had almost “SO 
per cent errors." 

“We will do everyihiag we 
can to allow foe Palestinians 

(Continued on page 7) 



Gcnnan rhaf^Bnr Hefanut Kohl (centre) with 
His Royal Highnes Crown Prince SlassaB and 


iBwefi Fimign Muuster Shimon Peres in Bonn 
on Wednesc^ (AFP photo) 


Major ends visit reiterating 
British support for Jordan 


Clinton sees chance for durable 
peace after Christopher’s trip 


By a JtmlaD Times 
Staff R^wter 

AMMAN — British Prime 
Minister John Major left Jor- 
dan on Wednesday after 
paying tribute to Jordan's 
commitment to peace and 
reaffinning his country’s con- 
tinued support for the King- 
dom. 

Mr. Major, who held talks 
with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and His Ro^ Highness 
Crown Prinro Hassan foortly 
after bis arrival Tuesday 
evening, also reiterated Lon- 
don’s backing for Jordan’s 
quest for deIn relief. 

Mr. Major, who was 
accompanied by Trade Minis- 
ter Richard Needham, was 
seen off by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
senior officials. 

During 8 meeting early 
Wednesday with Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Mr. Major said, “I 
took the opportunity.. .to 
stress foe vety strong support 
’ that we feel in Biitaui for the 
role King Hussein has played 
in the hCddle East peace 
process.” 

The British prime minister, 
speaking to reporters at the 


Prime Ministry, described foe 
Oct. 26 Jordw-Israel peace 
treaty as “imaginative** and 
said: “We believe it is right 
for Jordan and., .for foe \fid- 
E^ as a whole, so we 
firmly support it.” 

On how he saw where Bri- 
tain c^d help Jordan, the 
prime minister said: “I think 
there are pra^cal st^, and 
the first practical one is so far 
the debt forgiveDess.” 

London wrote off $75 mil- 
Uon in Jordan's official debts 
to the British government 
late last year. Jordan has 
appealed to Britain’s partners 
in foe 15-member European 
Union (EU) who are also 
members of the Paris Qub of 
creditor governments for 
similar gestures. 

Further British assistance 
was believed to be one of the 
topics discussed during Mr. 
Major’s virit. It was not im- 
mediately known whether 
any definite commitments 
were made. 

However, Mr. Major 
appeared to throw his coun- 
try’s weight behind Jordan's 
plans to economic develop- 
ment through the private sec- 
tor. 

He pointed out that it was 


in this spirit that he brought 
along “foe most higb-power 
trade delegation that ever left 
the U.K." 

That was a reference to the 
chief exeentives of several 
British giants who accompa- 
nied him on his visit to Isiw, 
foe Palestinian self-rule terri- 
tories and Jordan. 

The British prime minister 
also expressed hope “to see 
an increase in trade and also 
an increase of investment 
firom abroad into the Jordan 
economy.” 

Mr. Major, whose delega- 
tion included Trade Minister 
Richard Needham, said his 
talks with Sharif Zeid focused 
on a “wide range of bilateral 
matters, economic matters 
and trade matters...” 

British exports to Jordan 
during 1994 were worth £114 
.milliOD (about JD 125 mD- 
lion) wbfle the Kingdom’s ex- 
ports to Britain — mostly 
clothes and agricultural pro- 
duce — amounted to £^.l 
million (about JD 26 mil- 
lion). 

Before his meeting with 
Sharif Zeid, Mr. Major 
announced a donation of 

(Confomed on 7) 


I Beilin 
briefs 
Kabarit! 

By Ayman Al Safadi 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi ^ilin 
arriv^ in Amman Wednes- 
day evening and met with 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti to brief him 
on the outcome of taiv^ u.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Prime 
NGnister John Major held in 
Israel this week. 

Informed sources said Mr. 
Beilin also briefed Mr. 
Kabariti on the progress 
achieved on the SyTi^I^aeli 
track of the peace process 
during Mr. Christopher's 
tour of foe region. 

Mr. Christopher 
announced in Damascus 
Tuesday that Ss^a and Israel 
will resume their direct tallcs 
on the Golan Hei^tte in a few 
days with the participation of 
U.S. officials. 

Jordanian officials 
Wednesday welcomed foe re- 
sumption of the Isiaeli-Syrian 
tallfs which were cut in De- 
cember last year. 

Mr. Kabariti expressed 
“comfort” with foe outcome 
of Mr. Christopher’s talks in 
foe region, e»)edally 
limited breakthrough” that 
was achieved on the Syrian- 
Israeli track. 

Mr. Christopher on 
Wednesday ended his 13th 
tour of the area after holding 
talks with Jordanian, Palesti- 
nian, Syrian, Saudi and 
Israeli officials. 

Mr. Kabariti said earlier be 
hoped that foe Syrian-Israeli 
tracks would achieve prog- 
ress leading to an Israeli with- 
drawal from Syrian and 
Lebanese occupied territories 
to foe borders of pre-June 4, 
1967. 

Informed sources fold foe* 
Jordan Times that Mr. 
Kabariti stressed to Mr. 
Beilm the importance of the 
implementation of foe provi- 
sions of the Oslo accord in 
the transitional period. 


Questions unanswered 
yet on road accident 

By Rana Hiuseiiii 

Special to the Jordan l^raes 


Sharif Zeid and Sedki ' 
chair Cairo talks todays 


ZARQA — Controversy still 
surrounds the cause of Mon- 
day's road accident in which 
seven people were killed and 
27 others injured, five of 
I them critically. 

Initial reports suggested 
that speedmg and wrong 
overtaking by foe driver of a 
minibus that carried stndrats 
: were the reason bebiud the 
aeddeuL 

Eyewitnesses and survivors 
said that the driver, who was 
killed instaotly in the colli- 
sion, was one of foe saf^ 
drivers working on the 
Jerash-Zarqa route and be 
was not speeding when the 
aeddent took place. 

The theory, adraoced by 
some relatives of foe victims 
immediately following the 
coUisoD, tiiat foe driver had 
had a heart attack behind foe 
wheel, was discounted by 
hospital soorces yesterday. 

Ilie most senior traffic 
police offidal, brigadier 
General Ibrahim Saraireb, 
assistant to the director of foe 
police department, said foe 
investigation was still con- 
tinning and its results would 
be presented to foe court as 
soon as it was completed. 

"The report we received 
from the team of experts who 
investigated foe aeddent in- 
dicated that the bus vfoich 
was going on a curve down 
the h^ passed foe centre lane 
which means that the driver 
was speeding and lost control 
of his vehi&,** Brig. Gen. 
Saraireh said. 

He told the Jordan Tunes 
that a military truck that was 
coming from the opposite 
directiOD was carrying a 
heavy load and driving on foe 
right side of the ro^. 

“It is not possible that the 


truck was speeding because 
he was carrying 15 tonnes of 
goods and coming up the 
bill,” the police omcial 
added. 

Meanwhile, the students 
who survived foe crash in- 
sisted that the driver was not 
speedmg or driving on tte 
opposite lane as initial police 
reports suggested. 

“We always urged him 
(driver) to sp^ up because 
be was too slow, but be al- 
ways told us that be preferred 
to be carefiil for their sake 
and for the sake of his wife 
and dnldreu,” said one survi- 
vor who was still recovering 
at the orthopaedic section or 
Zar^a govemment hospital. 

Ziad Mohammad Hassan, 
19, an accounting student at 
the Jerash Private Universtty, 
said that he did not recall any 
moment of the aeddent; but 
be knows one fan, the bus 
driver was careful. 

“I was sitting at the last 
seat in the bus diseuss ing a 
book with a friend of mine, 
foe next thing 1 know is that 1 
woke up in the hospital,” Mr. 
Hassan told the Jordan 
Times. 

He said that the driver, 
Hamdan Qiam, was the 
safest driver of foe other 
three drivers that work«l on 
foe Jerash-Zarqa route. 

The accident oooured near 
Mufoalath ‘Ein Khileh near 
the town of Birain. 

Ma’moun Mugid^, direc- 
tor of foe Zaiqa government 
hospital where seven people 
were dedared dead on arriv- 
al, said that foe scene at the 
hospital following foe Birain 
acadent was vety tragic as 
families were trying to iden- 

(Continned on 7) 


' By a JordaD Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Committee 
meets in Cairo today for foe 
second time sinoe July 1990 
to discuss economic coopera- 
tion between foe two coun- 
tries under the chairmanship 
of Prime Ministers Shanf 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Atef 
Sedlti. 

Sharif Zeid is scheduled to 
travel to foe Egyptian capital 
eariy today to attend the 
meeting, which mil discuss 
draft agreements reached by 
a preliminary committee, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra 
said. 

It said the agreements co- 
vered political relations and 
cooperation in tourism, 
transport, labour, energy and 
customs procedures and 
duties. 

Minister of Trade and In- 
dustry All Abui Ra^eb left 
for Cairo Wednesday after- 
noon. 

Sharif Zeid will head the 
Jordanian delegation to foe 
meetings. The ^legation will 
include Mr. Abul Ragheb 
and the ministers of the va- 
rious sectors of cooperation 
envisaged in foe draft agree- 
ments. The Egyptian side w^ 
group their counterparts. 

The joint committee met 
last in Amman on May 5 and 
6 and cleared up some of foe 
issues that were pending as a 
result in foe hiatus in meet- 
ings since July 28, 1990, when 
it convened its last session 
before Egyptian-Jordanian 
ties were strained as a result 
of confiictm^ approadies to 
the Gulf crisis triggered by 
the Aug. 2, 19% Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Definite details were not 
immediately available of foe 


draft agreements to be pre- 
sented to the two-day C^‘ro 
meeting, the 12fo sesrion of 
foe committee wfaidi was set 
op in 1985. But officials say 
foat both sides have shown 
keen interest in developing 
close cooperation after foe 
rift in relations was healed. 

Egyptian Prerident Hosni 
Muba^ visited Aqaba in 
January in his first trip to 
Jordan since 1990 sealing re- 
conciliation. 

The volume of trade be- 
tween the two countries fell 
to $48 million in fisod 19^ 
1994, from SSI milfiou in 
1S>92^. The Jordanian ex- 
port component of the trade 
was less than $6 million. 

Final Jordanian figures for 
trade with Egypt in 1994 are 
not available, but prelii^aiy 
figures indicate a slight in- 
crease over foe 1993 figure. 

In addition to political 
issues such as the Middle 
East peace process and re- 
gional security, trade and ex- 
chi^e of ex^Ttise, stream- 
lining Jordanian-Egyptian 
travel, joint tourism and 
transport projects are ex- 
p^^ to top the committee's 
discussions. 

Also expected to be re- 
viewed are plans of a joint 
holding company and the 
linkage of foe national power 
grids of the two countries. 

Among the issues to be 
discussed by foe joint com- 
mittee are also issues related 
to Egyptian workers in Jor- 
dan and Jordanian students 
in E^t. 

While in Cairo, Mr. Abul 
Ragheb will also attend a 
meeting of the Arab Social 
and Economic Council on 
Friday. Commercial ex- 
dianges and economic coop- 
eration among Arab coun- 

(Contmued on page 7) 
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* Iran-U.S. trade flourishes 1 1 Mubarak: NPT must include Israel 


despite public cold war 


By Anwar Famqi 
The Associated Press 

NICOSIA — Iran calls the 
United States **the great 
Satan/' Wa^iington brands 
Iran a “rogue state." But a 
look at the billions of dol- 
lar of trade between the 
two paints a different pic- 
ture. 

The United States has 
emerged as one of Iran's 
iareest trading partners, 
with American companies 
buying nearly one-quarter 
of its oil, despite U.S. trade 
restrictions dating back to 
the 1979 Islamic revolution 
when militants held U.S. 
embassy personnel hostage 
for 444 days. « 

American businesses may 
not import directly from 
Iran. But by going through 
foreign sub^aries, Amer- 
ican businesses have Iwen 
able to muntain lively trade 
with the Islamic republic of 
60 million pet^le. 

According to a U.S. 
Commerce Department re- 
port, U.S. firms exported 
wl6 nultioQ in goods to 
Iran in 1^3 and received 
“zero** imports. 

U.S. Sen. Alfonse 
D'Amato. however, calls 
the trade ban a "myth." He 
says oil companies are im- 
ping $3.5 billion to S4 
billion worth of Iranian oil 
into the United States every 
year. 

Items exported to Iran 
included airplane engines 
and replacement parts 
needed to maintain facur- 
ies and other mfoastructure 


tliat was overwheltnio^y 
U.S,-built before 1979. 

But since exports benefit 
American companies, they 
i^ve not received anytiiing 
like the attention paid to 
the Si btliion development 
deal Iran announced last 
week with Conoco Inc., a 
Houston-based giant. 

Iran predicted the pact to 
develop two offshore oil 
fields in the southern Gulf 
would generate revenues of 
S12.S bUlion in oil exports 
and S2S0 millitm in natural 
gas exports. 

It was the first energy 
contract involving Iran and 
Che United States in 16 
years — and even though it 
was done tbrou^ Conooo’s 
Dutdi affiliate, it set off 
enormous political fire- 
works in Washington. 

On Tuesday, President 
Bill Qinton announced he 
will block the Conoco deal 
with a presidential order 
barring U.S. citizens or 
companies from signing 
contracts to finance, super- 
vise or manage ml develop- 
ment projects in Iran. 

"We need to send a dear 
and unequivocal message to 
Iran: There cannot be nor- 
mal relations until Ii^’s 
unacceptable behaviour 
changes," said White 
House Press Secretary 
Mike McCuny. 

But Gary Sick, the 
nationaJ security adviser 
under President Jimmy 
Carter, believes Iran made 
tbe ded in order to send a 
message to Washington. 

"By choosing an Amer- 
ican company. Tehran is in 


fact sending a signal that it’s 
prepBFed to deal with the 
United Stales on a 
businesslike basis," he said. 

There is no doubt Iran is 
in dire need of foreign 
funds. Its debt is estimaM 
at up to $30 billion, and 
tiiere has been increasing 
public unrest over austerity 
measures. 

But everywhere Iran has 
turned, the United States 
has tried to bfodc the deal. 

Washington opposed 
World Bank loans to 
Tehran and urged Europe 
and Japan to ^ the same. 
Germany is Tehran's big- 
gest trading partner. Ja^Mn, 
Ital^, Britain and France 
are its other main suppliers 
and clients. 

Under U.S. pressure, 
Japan announced last 
month that it was recon- 
sidering a $450 million loan 
to Iran to bmld a hydroelec- 
tric power plant. 

Tehran bad hoped the 
Japanese loan would kick- 
start other foreign lending, 
on hold since last year adien 
Iran defaulted on debt re- 
payments and was forced to 
reschedule $8 billion in 
loans. 

De^te growing business 
ties between Tehran and 
Washington, tile gloves re- 
main off on political and 
diplomatic fronts. 

The United States ac- 
cuses Tehran of being one 
of the world's main spon- 
sors of "tntematiQaal ter- 
rorism'* and of developing 
weapons of mass destine- 1 
tioo. 



TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubai^ reiterated his coun- 
try's stance on Wednesday of 
refiling to back an indefinite 
extension of the nudear Non- 
EYo^ration Treaty (HPT) 
unless Israel agrees to sign 
the pact. 

\b. Mubarak, in a meeting 
with Japanese Prime \finister 
Tooiiidii Murayanuu said all 
countries shooid join the 
treaty. He said he supported 
an iMefiflite extension if it 
applied without exception. 

"bead’s refusal to join has 
caused a feeling of uiufe^ess 
which b one leason promot- 
ing terrorism," Mr. Mubarak 
was quoted as saying by a 
Jwanese Forei^ t&iistiy 
omdd present at tbe meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Mubarak said 
would not quit the NPT, 
wbkfa is due to be reviewed 
at a conference in New Y<Mk 
next month. 

Nfr. Murayama replied that 
both ^DverameDts should 


persevere in their elSoits to 
see that tbe NPT was effec- 
tive. 

Egypt has been reasting 
p^ure from Western na- 
tions to agree to renew its 
adherence to tbe treaty be- 
cause of Israel’s failure to 
either commit itself to the 
pact or open its nudear facili- 
ties to inspection. 

Mr. Mubarak, accompa- 
nied by a tar^ delegation 
induding Foreign Muister 
Amr Musa, arrn^ in Tolm 
on Monday for a four-day 
vidt designed to boost econo- 
mic ties. 

As a step to encourage 
trade with Egypt, Japan 
agreed to pandly resume 
providing j^vate Japanese 
companies with trade insur- 
ance for their exports to and 
investments in Egypt 

International Ti^e and 
Industry Minister Ryutaro 
Hashiffloto told Mr. I^bar- 
ak about the resumption at a 
meeting on Wednesday. 

Japan halted its trade in- 


surance programme to ^ypt 
after Cairo wrote off htm of 
its debts under an agreement 
with Western creators in 
1991. 

It no longer provides yen 
k>^ to Egypt the same 
reason. 

At a meeting earlier 
Wednesday with Japanese 
Foreign Minister Yobei 
¥£pbo, Mr. Muhank: said: 
“^^en tbe Middle East 
peace process is progresiag, 
it is strange that urael is not 
joining in the NPT.** 

Mr. Mubarak said in an 
interview with a Japanese 
daily publisbed Tuesday diat 
Egypt would extend its 
approval of tbe treaty for a 
period of time but not 
indefinitely. 

brael, suspected of posses- 
siim nuclear weapons, has 
said it will not sign the treaQr 
as long as Iran, Iraq a^ 
Libya continued to pose a 

thw^t 


Jerusalem meeting stirs controversy 


Arab League and the Organi- 
sation of the Islamic infer- 
ence (OIC), were long on 
condemning Israel and 
asserting Palestinian rights 
but short on plans of action. 

They urged the world to 
press laaeF to stop confiscat- 
ing Arab land and building 
settlements on Palestinian 
land and demanded that 
Israel give back Arab East 
Jenisaiem. toe dty holy to 
Muslims. Christians and 
Jews. 

"Just and comprehensive 
peace can be established only 
tf Jerusalem is restored to 
Palestinian sovereignty," said 
Said Kama), assistant 
secretary-general of the Arab 
League. 

The meeting was attended 
by league officials, top 
Egyptian Christian and Mus- 
lim clerics and a representa- 
tive of King Hassan of 
Morocco, who chairs the 
OiCs Jerusalem Committee. 

The Palestinians claim East 
Jerusalem as toe capital of a 
future Palestinian state but 
Israel, which seized the east- 
ern half in toe Middle E^i 


Air France will op^te its Sxst exclusively non 
smakiBg Traosatfanoc Sight, between Paris (Cbartes 
De Gaulle Airport) and New York (Kenney Air- 
port) oa March 26sb, 1995. 

AF cheats will have tbe choice between smoking 
and non smoking Rights since three other Sights link 
Paris to New York daily (Kennedy and Newark 
Alports). 
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Home Fashions 

On the occasion of Mother’s Day 
SALES up to 

50 % 


Al-Sweffyeh - 6th Circle: 629512 
Rableh - Al-Dabbas Center: 695991 
Ahlla Abela - 2nd lloor: 688471 
Bed sheets, medial, pOlows, blankets, towels, 
^k flowers, bathroom accessories. 


NEW« IN BRIEF 

Resignations reported in Shin Bet 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — Half the branch heads of Israel's Shin 
Bet security agency have resigned in protest against the 
appointment cn a liberal as chief, Israel Television reported 
Tues^. The new chief, a 44-ycar-old who can only be 
identified by his first initial "K." is an expert on right-wing- 
extremism in Israel, suggesting a shift in the agency’s 
traditional emphasis on PaJestinians. He took office on, 
Martto 1. Six of 12 branch heads of the agency known 
formally as toe General Security Services have stepped 
down since or during tbe weeks leading up to K's 
appointment, the television said. A security source speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity confirmed five of toe cases. 
He said that those who resigned maintained that “K" and 
his deputy, identified as “R," were not familiar encM 


CAIRO (R) — The exiled Arab League and the Organi- war of 1967. claims toe whole 
Greek Catholic bishop of satioo of toe Islamic ^nfer- dty is its own “eternal and 
Jerusalem challenged Arabs ence (OIC), were long on indivisible capital." 
to action on Tuesday, telling condemning Israel and Tbe meeting proposed an 
a meeting on the future of the asserting Palestinian rights international campaign to en- 
Holy City it was time to srop but short on plans of action, lighten public opinion, coun- 
talking and put their fine They urged toe world to ter Israeli claims to toe dty 
words into practice. press laaeF to stop confiscat- and support PaJestinians in 

"This statement indudes ing Arab land and building their negotiations on Jeni- 

fine. fine words that reflect settlements on Palestinian salem. 

all our aspirations and desires land and demanded that It proposed the general 

but what I would like to know Israel give back Arab East secretariats of the league and 
is how will this seminar on Jerusalem, toe dty holy to toe OIC invite prominent 
Jerusalem apply these recqm- Muslims. Christians and personalities of all three 
mendatioas?'' Bishop Hila- Jews. faiths to a roundtable in toe 

lion Cappuoci told toe parti- "Just and comprehensive United States in 1996 to seek 
dpants at the end of a three- peace can be established only a solution, 

day meeting in Cairo. if Jerusalem is restor^ to Bishop Cappucci said: 

"How uill you turn these Palestinian sovereignty," said "The talk about Jerusalem is 

words into deeds?" Bishop Said Kama), assistant tragic. Israelis have Judaked 

Cappued added angrily. secretary-general of tbe Arab toe dty, they have changed 

Israel arrested Bishop C^ League. its features. The dty of pO- 

puod in 1974 and sentencM The meeting was attended grims and piety has become a 

him to 12 years in jail for by league officials, top tourist site in a lamentable 

smuggling weapons. He was Egyptian Christian and Mus- condition." 
released and sent to exile in Urn clerics and a representa- He said a ftmd should be 
1977 at the Vatican's in- tive of King Hassan of set up to support and lore 
tervention. Since then, he has Morocco, who chairs the young Palestinians, particu- 
been living in Rome awaiting OiCs Jerusalem Committee, larly the Christian conunun- 
permission to return. The Palestinians claim East ity, to stay in toe occupied 

The fin^ resolutions on toe Jerusalem as toe capital of a territories. He spoke of a 
meeting, entitled "Jeru- future Palestinian state but large Christian ej^us. 
salem. City of Peace," and Israel, which seized the east- "We don't warn to liberate 
held under toe auspices of the cm half in toe Middle E^i toe stone. is toe use of 

— — ■ — having Jerusalem liberated 

— ■ — ■ ■ ' — — I without its people there," he 
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to New York daily (Kennedy and Newark LONDON (AFP) — The 

Farliamentary Assembly of 

] the Council of Europe 

' Wednesday enjoined its 34 
■ . - - - ■ ■ member states to break off 

trade and diplom^ with 

FARID BATSHON & CO. sentence a^unst British au- 
thor Salman Rushdie. 

_ It was toe niost aggressive 

M action yet since late Iranian 

w itJ A. ^ leader Ayatollah RuhoUab 

M GirnfM MgnA Khomeini issued tbe sentence 

^ wM ## A ^ "fatwa” against Mr. Rusb- 

VWwr y\^W %/ (fie for his novel, the Satanic 

Verses, deemed blashphe- 

rtinfi8rtn« Islam, offering mil- 

Home Fasnions Uons of doUais in reward for 

his death. 

-x— Tehran last month 

Jn the occasion of Mother’s Day af&rmed the fatwa '^nll stay 
5ALES up to ^lto,divine order i, car- 
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^ ... . _ saying it was long overdue. 
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dinary session m London to 

I support him. 


with "fighting terrorism in toe occupied tenitories.'; The 
television said that at least two of the agents were active in 
a 1984 scamial over the beating deaths of two Palestimao 
bus hijackers that forced a Shin Bet chief to resim. The 
report was the latest indicator of a new openness aViut an 
agency once considered so top secret that its very name ws 
ceoso^ from reports. 

Militant jumps from third floor 

MINYA (AFP) — A militant was seriously hurt on 
Tuesday when he jump^ from a thirdrfloor balcony to 
escape arrest, police said. Ramadan Mohammad Abdul 
Wahab, 27. believed to be one of the leaders of the 
outlawed, armed group the Gamaa AI Islamieh in Minya, 
was Tttsfa^ to hospitai. Explosives and a pistol were fotmd 
in his apartment, police said. They added he bad been 
giving refuge to militants wanted by police. Meanwhile, a 
member of the Muslim Brotheriiood was arrested in 
Mnya. 250 kilometres south of Cairo, accused of "belong- 
ing to an illegal organisation and having leaflets calling for 
government to be tilled.'' And in Cairo the trim of 
nine militants accused of murdering two policemenguaid- 
ing a railway line in the north of the capital in 1993 was 
opened and adjourned Tuesday. 

I Iranians celebrate festival of fire 

TEHRAN FAFP) — Rremen and security forces were on 
I standby Tuesday for Iran's annual "festival of fire" as three ‘ 
members of one frimily were injured when a homemade 
explosive device went off. Iranian television said the device 
had been made for Tuesday's festival and toe blast had 
been so strong that it blew out the windows in about 30 
nearby houses. Special police units and plain-clothed 
militiamen arrested "dozens of youths" after sealing off 
Tehran's northern suburbs and carrying out vehicle checks, 
correspondents said. Some of tho» arrested had set off 
firecrackers despite warnings from the authorities not to do 
so. More than 3.500 police cars were in place around the 
capital for tbe festival, which is celebrated annually on the 
last Tuesday before the start of the Iranian new year on 
March 21. Iranian authorities have for years frowned on 
the festival which dates back thousands of :^ats to the 
Zoroastrian period, and have warned families of the 
dangers of letting children play with firecrackers. During 
toe festival people set off firecrackers and jump over fires 
to purify themselves of illness and chase away bad spirits 
ahead cif toe new year. Every year homemade and illegal 
crackers cause a large nurnWr of casualties, especially 
among children. 

Iran’s satellite ban to take effect In April 

"WCOSIA (Art — Tehran’s' law banninig satellite dish f 
tmtennas'UikibS <£ffect next'fhbnth, Iranian radio reporfod ' ' 
' Tuesday. Inte!ri(ir Minister Ali Mohammad Besharati was 
quoted as saying be expects owners to dismantle their 
dishes before toe law comes into force in toe first week of 
April. The ban, passed by parliament last month, is aimed 
at keeping out Western TV shows which are seen as 
pollutir^ Iran’s Islamic character. However, some le^sla- 
tOTS have warned that enforcement wfl] be problematic 
given the ease of concealing the latest modeb, which can be 
less than one metre diameter. Rooftop dishes have 
proliferated in Iran, with an estimated 400 erected each day 
in tbe capita] last year. 


Hotel InterContinental 
Jordan Turns 32!! 

TODAY, tbe Hotel Inter.ContineatalJordan celebrates its 
3^ annfversBO'. Founded in 1963. tbe Hotel Inter.COa- 
tiaatal Jonlan was defenizibed to grow, develm and 
mauitain high standards of quality, bo^tality, reaalnhty 
and Sm-class service. The srst Sve-star hotel to open uj 
the JGqgdofn, Hotel Inter.Contiaental Jordan had tbe 
privilege of wtrodudqg toe Jordanian people to facilities 
and comfort of imefnational standaixh. Tbe Sist (^jetted 
mtb 110 guest rooms, iaeteasing to 235 in 1973 and to 400 
in J982 and undergoing major renovations in 19S7. There 
are also several hotel outlets. Okas Coffee Shop, Bukhara 
Restaurant, Bahama Terrace, El Pasha Nig)itclub and toe 
newly opened Mexican Restaurant Mama Jdaorta toat add 
to toe uniqueness of the Hotel Inter.CoDtinentaL Jordan. 
Mr. Cbawld Ayoub, Genera/ Manager of the Hotel' 
hiter.Contitteatal Jordan, sard on toe nre«i^ i o »i of the' 
boteFs 32ad anniversary 'TbrtHJ^tout tbe years we have 
proven toatit frpossb/e toiemaio tbe leaders in it phniHiaa 
tbe highest standaixb of excellence. Our attention to tbe 
shiest detail has allowed toe Hotel ihter.Cbmineiitai 
.mfdan to be a member of the most selective and distinctive 
Hotel later.Coatinental Jordan to be a member of tbe most 
selective and distinctive hotels in the region . " Mr. Ayoub 
also emnmented that be looks forward to the Hotel ‘ 
Inter.COntineatal Jordan’s foture as tbe hotel continues to 
meet the changing needs of its clieaL 
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160M) ■ 

Caulinowcr lay im 

CucumlKti (large) l3()/«) 

Cucumbers (small) 220/ i20 

^Wp**"* 140/80 ' 

Orcen beans '220/l2tf ' 

tf™®" 230/220'. . 

Marrow (large) 100/50 

J«rrew (small) ISO / tiO ■ 

^mn (green) 230/ J20 , 

Onion (dry) 380/ ^511 

4SWS0 

rcas 580/ 400 ■■ 

sow / ioo 

«ppcr (swcci) 321) / 220 

™ato 300/ 3(10 

J*®-*- • 

»nng Beans 550 / 40U 
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CDD observes its international day 



ler Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday traming courses in A1 Bassa anJ Iraq A1 
■ttiMfc a oerfificate to one of the womoi 'Amir (Photo by George Crystal) 
rho parddpated in the local leadcrsh^k 

Queen visits NHF projects 
it Bassa, Iraq A1 Amir 


:\MMAN (J.T.) — Her 
■t! % - lajesty Qaeen Koor 

- Wednesday visited the two 
- . Quality of Life Projects 
' 5t&t>lidied the Noor A1 
lossein FoimdatioD (NHF) 
g t A1 Bassa vill^ and at 

' *ahtfV3i raq A1 Amir in Wadi Seer, a 

^ Conit statement said, 

(jaeen Noor officially 
1 '..j . • pened the “A1 Noor” Kin- 

■f eiiprten at A1 Bassa, built 

ii'.ii:. ' ' lis year to serve the pre- 

, k . . . ' Aool diildren of the village. 

' ..lie Undeigaten was estab- 
. ' sbed in 1994 mth various 

ouroes of finandai support 
. ' icludini the Christian Chil- 

. Queen Noor chatted with 

he children as she inspected 
. \ ^ be kindergarten’s education- 

^ , J and recreational facilities. 

At Iraq A1 Amir, Queen 
' 4oor was briefed on tbe 

' ' 3assa/Iraq A1 Amir Develc^ 

~ ■ nent Project at tbe centi^ 

^ ' rffice located in a small reno- 

■*-' * 'ated farmhouse. 

• Over the past decade, the 

^ • ^ueen has t^n encoura^g 

r-n- . he development of mgB 

lualfty artisan centres in Jor- 
tan’s ancient villages located 
tjskA archaeological sites in 

V ' ^ c ii. . - promote Jordanian 

jandicrafcs and to integrate , 
sodo-dxmdinic'devel^n^ 

: , : , with tourism. ^ _,i 

^ The NHF handier^ cen- 

^ ' - tre at Iraq A1 Amir is an 

' example of her endeavours. 

The Queen toured the pt^ 

* ■ ■ sr production and textile 

^ ' veaving centre located in 

mother renovated fann- 
^ i- ' - louse, which was set up in 

u- . ■ ’February 1993 with the aid of 

rn‘..*.. x)ms and a weaving eirort 

rom the goverrunent of 
a. 

The Canadian embassy 

. Fovided funds ft»- foster and 

. . ider Indian looms. 

COniinSntc- Oueen Noor, with the help 
« nn*' F Dr. Usama Khalidi, d^ 

urns lonstrated the centre’s pro- 


duction of handmade paper 
from local vegetable fiber. 
She also disensed tbe NHF 
plans to renovate 9-11 more 
buildings ^us creating a 
small v^age that will pre- 
serve the architectural mid 
handicrafts heritage of Ae 
region and would be linked to 
the archaeological site of Iraq 
A1 Amir — enhancing its 
touristic qrpeal and increas- 
ing the bmiefits to the com- 
munity. 

Queen Noor inspected the 
Dutch Cows Project, i^ded 
by Princess Irene of Greece’s 
”Worid in Hannony Oiga- 
nisation.” The project, as 
well as die other NHF small- 
scale agricultural projects 
such as medicinal herbs, not 
only generate income and 
jobs for rural families, but 
also improve their health by 
satisfying their nutrition^ 
needs. 

Queen Noor ended her 
visit by distributing cerdfr- 
cates to 60 men and women 
from AI Bassa and Iraq A1 
Amir who had participated in 
the local leadership training 
courses. 

The entire NHF Wadi Seer 
Pririect is a mcxtel for com- 
''pfooinsfvei lofograi^..odpiri, 
qmmfy development, which^. 
'txnnbines the Chiafify of Ufo' 
Projea (agriculture, educa- 
tion, nutrition). Women in 
Development Project (medi- 
cinal herbs and small 
burinesses), tbe Institute for 
Quid He^tb and Develop- 
ment (health traiiung), and 
the Jordanian Design and 
Trade Centre (small business 
development and cultural re- 
vival. 

A minim um of 250 jobs 
will be created for women in 
the four projects. The Swiss 
government donated 
JD400,000 for two years be- 
ginning November 1994 to 


fund the NHF Quality of Life 
projects and activities. 

llie NHF Qi^ty of Life 
Project was initiated in 1989 
in cooperation with the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and foe Ministry of 
Health. Tbe project aims to 
improve tte oveiml quality of 
life of underprivile^ rural 
and urban communities in 
Jordan by establishing 
labour-intensive and self- 
emfrioyment sdiemes thereby 
promoting the communities’ 
self-reliance. 

It is based on grassroob 
democratic community parti- 
cipation in the planning, 
management and evaluation 
of development sdiemes. 

By 19S4, tbe Quality of 
Life Project was benefiting 
2,(XX) fomilies in 12 village 
and 25,000 people fiving in 
those viUa^ and in foe 
neighbomfng areas. 

Tbe proj^ is recognised 
by WHO as a regional train- 
ing model and foe NHF plans 
to introduce it as a national 
model for socio-economic de- 
velopment in Jordan. Tlie 
NHF until now has trained 
delegations from Iran, Syria, 
Eg^t and Pakistan apdjvill 
ija|in ‘BeTi^'atiQaX frpfo 
Morocco. Yemra ^d'C^inu, ' 

Queen Noor. accompanied 
by Mrs. Noor Izzeddm, was 
received at Al Bassa village 
^ Governor of Amman 
Tmaat Nawaiseh, foe acting 
director of NHF, the Swiss 
Ambassador to Jordan and 
his wife, a representative 
from WHO, foe director of 
foe Wadi Seer district and 
other local officials. At Iraq 
AI Amir, the Queen was 
received by foe Local De- 
velopment Council, the 
Mother and ChDd Health 
Qub and tbe employees of 
tbe Iraq Al Amir Develop- 
ment Project. 


lUiiauabCU UIC vcuiICa ^UilUllg i^Wtciaiuci 

Senior ministry officials convene for 
irst meeting on administrative reform 

AVT ^ - V «vm11 am maumvm- 


MMAN (Petra) — In the 
TSt meeting of its kind, 
mister of Administrative 
evelopment Moheiddin 
3q Wednesday met with 
' -cretaries general and 
-neral (Sectors of govern- 
-ent institutions in the King- 
-im to review administrative 
fbnn plans of foe ministry. 
'Deputising for Prime 
inister Sharif Zeid Ben 
.. aker, Dr. Toq explained 
: objectives of the newly- 
‘ablisbed ministry, emph- 
sing on administrative re- 
in and ways and means of 
piementing it in Jordan. 
“The establishment of the 
■ nistry of Administrative 
:velopment was foe result 
• a prising need for institu- 
nali^g foe administrative 
■form process,” Dr. Toq 
d at foe meeting which 
>k place at the Royal 
Itural Centre. 


*‘But foe ministry will not 
be able to carry out tbe de- 
velopment process on its own 
unless foe ministries and de- 
partments themselves recog- 
nise foe need for it.” 

Dr. Toq explained that foe 
ministry should not be consi- 
dered as an office for com- 
plaints nor is its task to solve 
foe ministries’ or their em- 
ployees* problems. 

He called on secretaries 
^neral to examine their op- 
tions and come op with foe 
b^ solutions or ideas on 
bow to initiate a system of 
reform in administrative pro- 
cedures. 

He said that the secretaries 
^neral should take into con- 
sideration that employees 
themselves should also par- 
ticipate in the decision mak- 
ing process with regards to 
onering suggestions that 


would improve on govern- 
ment efficiency, and meet 
citizens’ needs. 

Dr. Toq said foe adminis- 
trative development plan in- 
itiated ^ foe ministry aims at 
impremng foe performance 
of governmental institutions 
through increasing their effi- 
ciency and up^^ing the 
level of their apparatus. 

Hie minister stressed tbe 
need to facilitate routine pro- 
cedures at the mvernmental 
departments and institutions. 

He said an overall restruc- 
toring is urgently needed and 
new departments for training 
staff shonld be added. 

hfinister Toq said the de- 
velopment process mainly 
aims at reduemg foe cost of 
government apparatus, in- 
creasing efficiency and en- 
hancing coordination with 
foe private sector. 




, .-.. ystem engineering training course 
egins at specialised RSS centre 


. IMAN (J.T.) — An adv- 
«d training course in the 
d of “System Engineer- 
” Wedne^ay began at foe 
mputer Technology Train- 
and Industrial Studies 
acre (CTTISC) of the 
yal Scientific Society 
>S), according to the RSS. 
lie course, which is to last 
months, is held in coop- 
don with foe Japan loter- 
ipnal Cooperation Agency 
^). the statement said, 
opening foe course, RSS 
s President ^d Alloush 
1 foe society pays special 
ntion to framing in its 
&dty as one of foe major 
lerstones of development 
»cep abreast of foe tech- 
)gica] and scientific de- 
'pmeats which positively 
^ on socio-economic de- 


velopments. 

Dr. Alloush reviewed RSS 
activities in foe fields of re- 
search and scientific develop- 
ments, technical consulta- 
tions and services, and train- 
ing which are carried out by 
its centres in the field of 
emdronment, bnilding, elec- 
tronics, renewable energy, 
mechanical design, and in- 
dustrial chemistry. 

He also thanked the 
Japanese government, repre- 
sented by JICA, for its sup- 
pon of and hoped that 
this course will attain its 
objectives. 

Japanese Minister- 
Couoceltor Mr. Hajime 
TanaJd praised the di^ng- 
uished cooperation between 
Jordan and Japan in several 
fields hoping mat it will con- 


tribute to the entrenchment 
of progress and stability in 
foe region. 

CTTISC Director Saqr 
Abdul Rahim said that this 
course aims at providing the 
partidpants wifo foe expm- 
tise needed to develop in- 
fonnation systems according 
to inteniationally acc^ted 
bases in addition to training 
in system performance 
measurement. 

The partidpants will be in- 
troduced to foe concepts of 
information systems en-‘ 
gineering and developing 
technical skills of system 
analysts in foe field of sys- 
tems design, performance 
measurement and reliability 
using up-to-date tedisologic- 
al methods. 


By Rana Hnssemi 

Spedi/ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN Hie Civil De- 
fence Department (CDD) 
Wednesday opooed a two- 
day public exhibition to 
mark International Day of 
foe Gvil Efefence at Al 
Hussein Sports Gfy. 

The exhibition, opened 
by CDD Director Lieute- 
nant General A& Gbonl, 
induded an exhibition of 
equipment and vehicles 
by the CDD. 

Also, the exhibition, 
whidi was visited by kin- 
dergarten and elem^taiy 
school students from diffe- 
rent parts of foe Rmgd«n 
included films and 
documentaries of the CDD 
achievements. 

CDD officers explained 
safety procedures to stu- 
dents which could be ap- 
plied in their sdiools and at 
home and performed first- 
aid demonstrations while 
explaining the various steps 
to foe youngsters. 

According to Major 
Mohammad Qoteishat, 
director of the exhibition, 
foe aim of foe display was 
to introduce people of all 
ages to foe mission of the 
^D, and to get to know 
the roles, dnties and prepa- 
rations that tbe CDD teams 
take on. 

“We are trying to streng- 
then foe comprehensive 
concept of the ODD among 
people, which means ‘me 
and y<ra and everyone else 
living in foe sodefy’,” Maj. 
Qoteishat said. 


He told foe Jordan Hmes 
that the CDD started 
celebrating International 
Day of the Gvil Defence 
Day in 1992 when interna- 
tional dvil defence organis- 
tions designated March 1 
of each year for its mark- 
ing. 

According to Maj. 
Qoteishat, tlie CDD' 
started its services unoffi- 
dally in 1948; then in 1959 
tiie department was offida- 
ly formed after a law was 
passed specifying the 
G3D’s duties. 

When the department 
was formally established it 
consisted of less than 100 
staff. Today “we have 
more than 4,000 people 
working for the oep^- 
ment," said Maj. 
Qoteishat. 

Hie CDD was part of foe 
Public Security Depart- 
meut until 1970, when th^ 
officially separated, Maj. 
Qoteishat smd. 

According to the major, 
people's response to the 
exhibitions was positive, 
and sensed their re- 
spect and appredatiott for 
our services, and we 
appredate foe confidence 
pcOTle have in ns.” 

Moreover, on the occa- 
sion of the CDD interna- 
tional day, Mohammad 
Hadid, president of the 
Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JNRCS) pre- 
sented 100 fiist-aid kits, 
500 blankets and five tents 
to foe CDD in recognition 
to their distinguished 
efforts in human services. 



Above, Civil D^eace Deparfrnent Direc- 
tor Lientenant Goieral Afif Ghwil shakes 
hands with a CDD t^Bcer while tmirii^ 
disiday of department vehicles widi other 
officials and gnests. Below, CDD <^Bcer, 


Private First Class Bashir Momani ex- 
plains dassroom and home safety mea- 
sures to kindergarten and elementary 
sdMNd stndents Onmtos by Rana Hosseini) 



y 


Classroom accident; 30 
students hospitalised 


By Rana Hussehii 
^fcdal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Thirty Al Man- 
soura School g^ls Wednes- 
day were admitted to Al 
Nadim Hospital hi Madaba 
suffering from gas inhalation. 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) reports said. 

A CDD official said foe 
accident ocenrred when a 
fifth grade student, carrying a 
smalT tube filled wifo an un- 
known liquid gas, accidental- 
ly droppetf.'the tube''hi the 
classroom. 

'’The gas spread in the 
room, and all 30 students 
who were in foe room panick- 
ed. Most of them famted,’* 
foe CDD official told foe 
Jordan Hmes. 

An official at Al Nadim 
Hospital said the students 
were discharged the same day 
after being examined. 

“One or two students suf- 
fered tbe most, but it seemed 
that foe rest of the girls were 
psydiologically efiteted be- 
cause of foe panic that went 
on when the tube fell and 
broke,” said tbe ho^ital offi- 
dal. 

He added that the stn- 
dents, triio spent less than an 
hour in foe hospital, returned 
to school after receiving first- 
aid treatment. 

A CDD official said that 
samples of foe gas from foe 
tube itself are being ex- 
amined to determine what 
foe contents were. 

On Tuesday a 74-year-old 
man in Al H^mieh area of 
Amman died in hospital after 
suffering third degm bums, 
in a fire which engulfed his 
home, CDD and police re- 


ports said. 

A CDD offidaJ told foe 
Jordan Times that a defective 
or overturned kerosene hea- 
ter was believed to be foe 
cause of foe fire. Police and 
CDD, who identified the vic- 
tim as Mustafa Ali, said they 
are investigating the incident. 

Also on Thesday, a wild 
dog attacked two women in 
fodr home in foe Sahab area 
in Amman. CDD sources 
said. 

According to foe official,, 
'fbe'di^ ente^ the* women’s 
bome and attacked them. He 
said foe two women, a pre- 
gnant mother and her daugh- 
ter. started screaming for 
help. Neighbours arrived and 
lolled foe be said. 

An official at Al Bashir 
Hospital where the women 
were admitted said that the 
mother, Khadijeh (39) and 
her 18-year-old daughter 
Siham were still in ho^^ital 
and listed in good condition. 

Also on Tnesday in Irbid, a 
21-year-old man was tilled 
after felling from a building 
under construction, police re- 
ports said. 

Tbe report said that Saj^ 
Abdul Khaliq was worlmg 
on foe roof of a building 
owned and operated tbe 
Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) 
when he aodden^y fell. 

The police report said that 
an autop^ will be performed 
to determine tbe exact cause 
of foe death. Police said th^ 
are investigating the inddent. 

Tuesday's Irbid aeddent 
feing$ foe total number of 
people killed on-tbe-job in 
foe Kingdom anoe January to 
nine. 


Minister, U.S. envoy inaugurate 
model family care centre in Sait 


¥lfHAT’S GOING ON 


FUJUIS 

^ Flfan gntWgJ *’Stko” at TnrtHM to Cervantes (Hie 
Spanish Cnhnnd Goitre) on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 

ir Film entifled Sdiool Confident^” at the Amer* 

ican Center m Hmrsday at 5:00 p.m. 

PLAY 

Play (in Arainc) entitled **Rainbo, the Flowers and the 
Pain” at Darat Al Fnnnn on Friday at 4H)0 p.Bi. 

FIELD TRIP 

7^ ndd trip, orgmiised by Che Friends Archaerthigy 
(FoA) Sodely, to Lot’s Cave Monastery, Deir Ain 
Abata, Andent Byzantine Zoar/Segour, and Safi on 
Friday. Departure wOl be in priv^ cars from FoA 
Center at LOO p.m. 

CLASSICAL MUSIC RECITAL 

7^ Gasrical music redtal by the Jordanian Armed Forces 
Orchestra on Thursday at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 


tV Exhibition of painth^ by several artfats entitied 
‘^Faces’* at the Balqaa Art GaDeiy, Fbbeis. 

fr Kriiihirinn of paintings by Natfi Irtemcelik at Alia Art 
(adlery. 

ir RThihitinn of art by Rnla Shnkaiiy at foe Frencfa 
Cnttroal Centre. 

ir Exhi hi ti o" at pph»riwgs by Iraqi artist Hana MalaDah at 
Ab’ad Art GaDeiy. 

•fr Three ^hihitinns of plastic art by (Jeorge EdObi, 
AbdnDah Kanmieh, and Mohammad M^ali at die Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

■fr Rshihitinn Syrian artirt Marwan Qassab Badii at 
Darat Al FtmmL Also showing a permanent eriiibitioD of 
euntemp nrnry Arab artists. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Health Arrt Batayneh and 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordw 
Wesley W. Egan Wedn^ay 
inaugorated a model Family 
Care Centre to provide hi^ 
quality services in the fields 
of maternal and fhnd health 
care and primaiy health care. 

The Family Oire Cratre b 
tbe fii^ such fedlity to be 
upgraded under a project in- 
itiated by tbe Ministry of 
H<^th and supjported by a 
grant of $7 nuDion from foe 
United States government, 
and emba^ statement said. 

Tbe main objective of the 


project b to improve tbe 
quality of services provided 
to the public and to reduce 
foe costs inconed Iw foe gov- 
ernment for provicimg these 
services, said foe statement. 

Besides offering high quali- 
ty services to mothm and 
children, foe Salt Family 
Care Centre will serve as a 
model for future similar cen- 
tres throughout the country. 

It will a&3 offer training xn 
healtli carejuanagement and 
techmqpes to ‘physicihns, 
noises and midwives from 
other regions of foe King- 
dom. 


Under an ag^ment with 
Brown University, a spedal 
training programme has be- 
gan at foe University of Jor- 
dan in Amman and the Jor- 
dan University of Science and 
Technology in Irbid to train a 
new cadre of femily physi- 
cians to fill these centres 
throughout the country, 
according to foe embassy. 

The inauguration cere- 
mony was attended by Balqa 
Governor Eid Qatanieh and 
seriieff dffidab arfoe Minbtry 
of Health and foe United 
States embassy in Amman. 



CHANEL 

DO YOU WISH TO LOOK HEALTHY START WITH PINK 
00 YOU WISH TO LOOK SEDUCTI\^ •> GOLD IS RREY 
DO you WISH TO BE MYSTERIOUS ? USE LE TRAIT NOIR FOR AN INTENSE AND MYSTERIOUS LOOK 

SPRING MAKEUP CREATION 1995 

AN EXCEPTIONAL COLLECTION TO WAKE UP SPRING 

PUY WITH THE SEASONS COLOURS AND DISCOVER THIS NEW MAKEUP 
WITH OUR INTERNATIONAL MAKEUP ARTIST AT 

ABU SHAKRA STORES 
• GARDEN'S STREET 

TEL. 696 602 
ON MARCH 18""* 

• SHMEISANI 
TEL. 697 100 

ON MARCH 19'^^ 

• HOUSING COMP. 

TEL. 606 130 
ON MARCH 20"" 

• BAYADER 
TEL. 818 173 

ON MARCH 21 


VJE PECOWUEriO YOU BOOK AN APPODiTrjgNT 








World News 


Yeltsin names TV journalist as new press aide 


Russian politics shaken up 
liy new pro- Yeltsin party 


MOSCOW (Agencies) ~ 
Russian politics have been 
shaken up by the formation 
of a new parry backing Presi* 
dent Boris Yeltsin and grow- 
ing speculation that upcom- 
ing parliamentary and pres- 
idential elections could be 
postponed. 

The Stability Party reg- 
istered officially this week as 
a new centrist group in the 
State Duma (lower house of 
parliament), poaching its 36 
deputies from across the poli- 
tical spectrum and disrupting 
the inter-parc>' balance of 
power. 

One of the party's main 
backers, banker Oleg Boiko, 
said this week that the power 
behind the party was the 
country's "seven* or eight” 
major banks, which he said 
wanted no part of the insta- 
bility which would come with 
elections. 

"It is clear that the result 
will be a worse parliament 
and a worse president.” he 
said in a long interview in the 
newspaper Kommersant 
Tuesday under a headline 
saying: "The big banks do 
not need the elections.” 

Parliamentary elections are 
scheduled in December and 
presidential elections in June 
1996. But there has been 
growing speculation that they 
may be postponed because of 
the current climate of 
lawlessness in Russia. 

The speculation has been 
fuelled by Mr. Yeltsin's sharp 
decline in popularity since 
the beginning of the year, 
which the new party aims to 


reverse. 

One poll at the end of 
February showed that only 
seven per cent of Russians 
had confidence in the presi- 
dent. against 71 per cent who 
did not. 

"We need to maintain the 
current balance of political 
forces, which is not as bad as 
people think,” Mr. Boiko 
said. 

■ftoi ad>ded that the 
Chechenya conflict had un- 
settled all Russia’s political 
parries, and that nearly half 
die Duma’s deputies were 
against the official lines of 
their leaders. 

Mr. Boiko, who resigned 
last weekend as co-president 
of the reformist Russia's 
Choice Party, said the Stabil- 
ity Party sto^ for reinforcing 
centr^ power, political sta- 
bility, the avoidance of crises 
and "constructive politics.” 

The big loser from the de- 
fections was Russia's Choice, 
the largest party in the 
Duma. As well as Mr. Boiko, 
seven of its deputies went 
over to Stability, leaving it 
with 57 seats, party spokes- 
man Oleg Bondarenko said. 

He maintained that Rus- 
sia's Choice was still clinging 
to its position as the largest 
single party in the 225-seat 
Duma, a shade ahead of Vla- 
dimir Shironovski's ultra- 
nationalist Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDPR). 

Several LDPR members 
have also defected to Stabil- 
ity. 

But u is impossible to 
make a formal count to deter- 


mine whether the ultra- 
nationalists have in fact pul- 
led ahead of the tree mar- 
keteers in the Duma because 


of the constantly-shifting 
alliances typical or Rusdan 


politics. 

Stabilip' has been in the 
making since the beginning of 
the year, after Russia's 
Choice began attacking Mr. 
Yeltsin for the military's 
hardline aggression in 
crushing a secessionist rebel- 
lion in Chechenya. 

On Saturday, Russia's 
Choice formally withdrew its 
backing from Mr. Yeltsin in 
next year's presidentia] elec- 
tion “because of die bloody 
events in Chechenya”, Mr. 
Bondarenko said. 

Stability, described by Mr. 
Bondarenlu as “democratic 
with a centrist orientation”, 
has its origins in a meeting 
called by Yeltsin aide Andre 
Loginov last month with 
potential defectors. 

Soon afterwards, Russia's 
Choice warned that they 
were being bought with 
promises of government sup- 
port. 

Mr. Zhirinovski went 
further. He called the defec- 
tors "traitors” and demanded 
that the Duma investigate the 
dreumstanoes of Stability's 
birth. 

“Behind all that is the 
Kremlin which wants to 
penetrate into the Duma,” he 
said in a newspaper interview 
Tues^y. 

President Yeltsin named a 
top television joumdist to be 
his chief press spokesman 


Azerbaijan plunged into power 


struggle over fate of special forces 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Azer- 
baijan plunged into a new 
power struggle Wednesday 
after the government ordered 
mutinous elite special fbroes 
to be dissolved and sent 
troops to surround iheir 
headquarters outside Baku: 
-Ihe^rts saWlhtr trbe^ of 
the Interior Mihuay Spedai* 
Foice, known-as OroN^'had 
defied an order to suirender 
their weapons issued Tuesday 
night by Interior Minister 
R^il Usubov. 

Interfax News Agency said 
OPON forces were holed up 
with their chief Rovshan 
Dzhavadov, the deputy in- 
terior oiinister. at OPON 
headquarters near Baku, the 
Azerbaijani capital on the 
Caspian Sea. 


wake of a mutiny by troops in 
two norAwestem towns near 
the bonder with Armenia. 

On Monday OPON troops 
seized seveim ^emment 
buildings in Kazakh and Ak- 
stafa tiiggerine clashes in 
which two peofue were killed 
and two inj wed. acoording to 
a. toll whicb.is.s^l.provisiqtt. 
al - I 

The mutineers withdrew 
from the buildings Monday 
evening, an Azerbaijani dn 
plomat in Moscow said 
Wednesday, adding that the 
situation in Baku remained 
calm. 


troops of engagmg in smug- 
gjing ‘^strategic'’ raw mate- 
rials, notably copper. 

An Interior Ministry 
source said OPON troops 
had mutimed in protest at 
government efforts to stop 
their iUegal activities. 
.q^OhT leaders meanwhile, 
cajjed for tbt resignatipns ^ 


^ ofjparUa- 
ment" speaker Rasul 6ulycv 


The agency, quoting gov- 
ernment troops, said soldiers 
had moved inm position 
around OPON heatkjuarters 
overnighr. 

Mr. Usubov announced 
Tuesday that he had decided 
to disband OPON in the 


On Tuesday night, Mr. 
Usubov went on televi^n to 
announce the dissolution of 
OPON "over which the gov- 
ernment has lost all control 
and who have joined up with 
criminal gangs.” 

OPON commanders said 
the dissolution order was 
'‘unlawful" and claimed they 
were victims of a “provoca- 
tion” by the Interior Afinistry 
which has accused OPON 


and for a special session of 
parliament to be convened to 
discuss the row. 

The latest spat in the vola- 
tile former Soviet republic, 
seems like an exact replay of 
incidents last October when 
OPON forces staged a rebel- 
lion after being accused of 
involvement in the murders 
of three dose aides of Pru- 
dent Geidar Aliyev. 

Two days later, the then- 
Prime Minister Surate 
Guseinov seized on the un- 
rest to try to unseat Mr. 
Aliyev in an abortive coup 
launched from his powerbase 
of Gandzha, 400 kOometres 
west of Baku, 


Mexico drops arrest warrants on 


rebel leaders; pulls back troops 


MEXICX> CITY (AFP) — 
The government said Tues- 
day it rescinded arrest war- 
rants against ^patista rebel 
leaders and orde^ a remov- 
al of the army checkpoints to 
fadlitate peace talks in the 
southern state of Chiapas. 

The Interior Ministry said 
the army had been ordered to 
withdraw from “all posts” 
in the connict zone in 
Qiiap^, the scene of an in- 
surrection by mainly indige- 
nous guerrillas Jan. 1, 1994. 

Arrest warrants issued 
Feb. 9 against five lea^rs of 
the Zapatista National Li- 
beration Front (EZU4), in- 
cluding its masked leader 
Subcommandante Marcos, 
also have been rescinded, it 
said. 

However, a ministry 
spokesman said the army 
would continue to engage in 
limited patrols of the area 
“only for the purpose of pre^ 
Eectifig military contingents" 
and to resupply and rdieve 
troops. 

The long-simmering in- 
surgency in Chiapas has been 
a constant reminder of the 
potential for political instalni- 
ity in Mexico, and has help^ 
to undermine confidence in 
the country. 

A flare-up in tensions in 
December contributed to the 
collapse of peso, which sent 
the economy tumbling into its 
worst crisis since the debt 
crisis of 1982. 

The rebels had made with- 
drawal of the military pre- 
sence from the conflict zone a 
condition for resuming peace 
negotiations, which have 
been stalled since June. 1994. 

A rebel-government meet- 
ing' in January led novtiiere 
and on Feb. 9 President 
Ernesto Zedillo sent troops 


into the rebel stronghold in 
tile Lacandona jungle and the 
rugged hills around it with 
orders to arrest the rebel 
leadership. They came op 
empty. 

*rhe government’s latest 
measores fell short of the 
EZLN*s demand ttet govern- 
ment tixM^ withdraw to ibt 
poations they had held be- 
fore Feb. 9. 

Nevertheless, the Interior 
Ministry said the objective of 
the measures announced was 
“to foster an atmosphere 
adequate for tiie start of dia- 


logs and negotiation.' 
^e statement said 


is to foster a peao^ solution 
to the crisis. 

The goverament >aid the 
two conunissioiis 
riews on tiie bases for nego- 
tiations, mdudiiig the loca- 
tions, conditions and an 
agenda for the peace talks. 

The comxnissioD me m beis 
agreed to return to Qiiapas 
as soon as possible to “furtb- 
er the necessary arrange- 
ments for a prmnpt start of 
the dialogue and negotiation 
between the government and 
the E^N,” the Interior 
Mmisny said. 


The statement said the 
government wanted to en- 
courage a return to normal of 
daily life in the zone, adierc 
thousands of Indian peasants 
have fled their oommunities. 

To encourage pwple diSf 
placed by the conflict to re- 
turn home “there will be no 
milit^ checkpennts in tiie 
conflict zobe,” the ftiterior 
Ministry said. 


Meanwhile Mexico’s for^ 
mer president denied that be 
was sent into exile and 
claimed he could return 


home “at any moment,” the 
New Yoiic Tiiines report in 
hs Wednesday editions. 

Carlos Salinas De Gortari 
telephoned the Times Tues- 
day and lato^ met with a 
reporter at the official resi- 
dence of the Mexican ambas- 
sador to the United Nations, 
Manuel Tello. 


MSlit^ contingents would 
be I^t out of rural com- 
munities and settiements in 
the conflict zone and tioops 
would be instructed to allow 
free movement of civilians, 
ffie Interior Ministry said. 

In adStion, the ^ven- 
ment said it was launching an 
aid programme for returning 
peasants, who would be pro- 
vided with food, health care, 
and transportation. 


The announcement was 
made following a meetine be- 
tween Interior MiniNicr Este- 
ban Moctezuma 'and the 
National Intermediation 
Commission, which has acted 
as a mediator in the talks. 
Also at the meeting was a 
newly created legislative 
commission whose mandate 


“This has been a difficult 
90 days," said Mr. Salmas, 
whose six-year term as presi- 
dent ended Dec. 1. “A for- 
mer president of Mexico has 
adjust to a tfifferent way of 
life. You have so many duties 
and responsibilities ttet end 
sharply. And that's it." 

He said he planned to 
spend the foreseeable fnture 
travelling to the United 
States mA elsewhere and giv- 
ing speedies. His wife and 
children, he said, were in 
Mexico City. ! 


“Can I return to Mexico?” 
Salinas asked. “At any mo-| 
ment yes" then be ad(M:[ 
"But Idon’t have plans now 
to do so." I 


He ^peared to be rafer- 
ring to increasing press ctitio- 
ism that the 64-year-old Rus- 
sian president at times seems 
out of touch with reality and 
is sometimes under the influ- 
ence of politicaJ opportunists 
within his entourage. 

The liberal press in particu- 
lar has named Major-General 
Alexander Korzhakov, who 
heads Yeltsin's Kremlin 
Security Service, as one sudi 
adviser who has the ear of the 
president. 


Mr. Yeltsin’s appointment 
of Mr. Medvedev, a t^ll- 
known figure to the pubik. 
and the removal of the com- 
bative Kostikov seemed 
clearly aimed at improving 
the president's image before 
parliamentary elections. 


Gingrich 

backs 

Hollywood 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Mbvie moguls got some en- 


couragine words from House 
Speaker Newt Gingjrch, who 
told them the Republican-led 
Congress would protect them 
from internati onal trade res- 
trictions.. 

“The entertainment indus- 
try, bn^y described, is one 
of the major job producers in 
the United States and one of 
the major earuen of fordgD 
exchange,” Mr. Gingrich said 
after the 9(Hiunute private 
breakfast meeting. “They 
have not been adequately 
refaesentixl by the United 
&^es government.” 

If Western European coun- 
tries continue to erect bar- 
rieis against the free flow 
films, videos and ochm* U.S. 


entertainment products, Mr. 
Gingrich ■ said, “Congress 


easfly pass’' legislation 
imposing reciprocal tnuie res- 


“We oould pidt the five 
most sensitive European ex- 
ports and cite exactly the 


same reason (for protectioi^ 
asd oass a law vtiucb cuts on 


and pass a law vtiucb cuts on 
some of their most sensitive 


high technolo», high growth 
areas,” Mr. Gingnch said. 
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Tuesday in a move to im- 
prove his image ahead of 
challenges at the ballot box. 

Mr. Yeltsin signed a decree 
appointing 37-year-«^ Sergei 
Medvedev, a political adver- 
saries, has bMn appointed 
Moscow's ambassador to the 
Vatican. 

Mr. Medvedev, who pre- 
sents a political news prog- 
ramme called News Plus, 
hinted that hts immediate 
task would be to try ro keep 
Mr. Yeltsin more in tune with 
the outside world and the 
public more informed of 
Kremlin affeirs. 

“The estrangement of the 
presidential team from tiie 
press can folly be overcome,” 
he told ITAR-TASS news 
agency. 



U.S. "teHnea ssTvivors m combat suits, 
Robert Barrett (right) and his brother Douglas 
Barrett arrive at the Iwo Jima Airport to 


U.S. vets put Iwo Jima ghosts to rest 


(WO JIMA, Japan (AP) — 
Harvey Gainer lookra down 
and fell silent for a moment 
as his feet sank into tiie black 
sand of invasion beach. “Hiis 
feels familiar,” he said, tears 
welling in his eyes. “This 
feels very familiar.” 

From its eerie caverns to 
the crumbling gray pillboxes 
that dot the landsc^, Iwo 
Jima is an island haunted by 
its bloody past. 

fiat 50 years after Amer- 
icans came here to find their 
own little hell on Earth, Gar- 
ner and several hundred 
other veterans of the battle to 
win this seduded crag put 
some of those ghosts to rest. 
“I don't feel bad about 


from puth annivers^ cere- 
monies, sent no cabinet-level 
officials, even though the 
Americans were represented 
by Navy Secretary John Dal- 
ton and Marine Commandant 
Gen. Carl E. Mundy, Jr. 

Dozens of drab green 
trucks shuttled the veterans 
around the island to the sites 
of vwTw of worst fitting. As 


they looked out over the 
thick Jungle brush, the veter- 
ans pointed to spots they 
remembered, or to the many 
plumes of steam from the 
island's volcanic depths. 


Today, the island's only 
full-time inhabitants are a 
few hundred Japanese troops 
who man the airfield here. 


coming back here,” said Gar- 
ner, of Tampa, Florida, as he 


walked down the beach. Fifty 
years ago. he ran for his life 
up the same stretch of sand, 
with Japanese shooting at 
him from both sides. 

“I thank God I made it. 
Many didn't,” be said. 

The veteran of the 5th 
Marine Division was among 
more than 800 American vets 
and their families who came 
back to Iwo Jima for a 50th 
anniversary memorial. 

U.S. troops stormed 
ashore on Feb. 19. Tuesday’s 
ceremony, the only offidal 
one planned by the military, 
commemorated the island’s 
capt^ after weeks of bitter 
fitting. 

A handful of Japanese sur- 
vivors along with 100 or so 
relatives of soldiers who 
fou^t here, includiog the 
son and widow of the 
Japanese commander on Iwo 
Jima, Tadamicbi Kuri- 
bayashi, also attended the 
ceremony. 

The Japanese government, 
which has distanced itself 



Comm a ndan t of U.S. Marine Corps, General Cari Mundy Jr. 
(left) delivers a speech at the top of ML Snribadii during the 
commemorative oeramoDy for the 50tb anniversary of the battle 
for Iwo Jima Istand, some 1,250 kUometres (780 miles) sontb of 
Tokyo. Secretary of Navy John Dalton (2nd left hwk^ ’on (AFP 
photo) 


Cambodian rebels murder 30 villagers 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas re- 
portedly abated and killed 
30 villagers in Cambodia’s 
northwest Battambang pro- 
vince, the deputy governor 
said Wednesday. 


forest in Battambang's Ratta- 
nak Mondul district Satur- 
day. 


confirmation of the killings. 


Serey Kosal told AFP that 
a single villager who escaped 
reported to authorities that 
he and the 30 other men had 
been abduaed at gunpoint as 
they were cutting thatch in a 


The group were marched 
off in the direction of the 
guerrillas’' Pailin headquarters 
and were then shot and kil- 
led. he quoted the man as 
saying. 


The villager did not know 
why the guerrillas had killed 
the others, he said. 

There was no independent 


Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
killed about 50 villagers who 
ventured into the forest in the 
Bavel district of Battambang 
last year. 

Although the villagers had 
run into the guerrillas on 
previous occasions without 
incident, survivours of the 
massacre said the fUimer 
Rouge accused the group of 
spying for the government. 


Simpson attorneys sharpen attack on detective 


LOS ANGELES (R) — O J. 
Simpson's attorn^ *n]esday 
sha^ned their attack on a 
detective they accuse of fram- 
ing the former football star, 
confronting him with allega- 
tions that he used radai sitirs 
and once said all blacks 
should be killed. 

Under , blistering cross- 
examhiatioQ by famed trial 
lawyer F.^Lee Bailey, detec- 
tive Marie Fuhrman clamty 
but emphatically denied ever 
making the radst ramarks to 
two women who recall meet- 
ing him in the mid-l^Os. 

Mr. Fubnnao squared off 
with Mr. Bailey for the 
second strai^l day at Simp- 
son's double-murder trial and 


was subjected to lough, pre- 
cise questioning aimed at 


cise questioning aimed at 
opening up holtt in his testi- 
mony and undermining h’ts 
credibility. 

Before Mr. Fuhnnan took 
the witness stand Tuesday, 
Judge Lance Ito handed 
Simi^on’s attorneys a major 
victory by gruting them per- 
mi^ion to grill Mr. Fuhnnan 
about new allegations that he 
once called a black. Marine 
reenuting officer a “nigger” 
about ten years ago. 

■Rut gunnery sergeant Max 
Cordoba, the officer who Mr. 


Bailey cited, was quoted as 
telling the tabloid Tv show A 


Current Affeir that *T didn't 
at any time get the impress- 
ion that be was a biased type 
person or either radst or 
anything." 

The latest bombshell 
angered prosecutor but fit 


neatly with the defence 
team's central theory — that 
Mr. Fuhrman is an embit- 
tered white radst who may 
)iave planted a bloody glove 
to implicate Simpson in the 
murders of bis ex-wife and 
her friend. 

Simpson is black. Both of 
his alleged victims were 
wJiite. 

Simpson's defence lawyers 
have yet to present any proof 
10 support their claims of a 
fraxneup, , and Mr. Fuhrman 
disdos^ Tuesday that he 
plans to sue members of 
Simpson's tlegai team for 
“defamine” Jiim. 

Crucial to the defence 
strategy is a story told by real 
estate agent Kahtleen Bell, 
who says Mr. Fuhnnan ^ke 
of his disgust for interradal 
couples and advocated geno- 
dde asainst blacks when she 
met him in 1985 or 1986. 

In rapid-fire order Tues- 
day, Mr. Bailey — whose 
courtroom theatrics have 
prompted comparisons to 
fame TV detective Perry 
Mason — confronted Mr. 
Fuhrman with each of the 
allegations while beaming a 
copy of her letter to the 
defence on a giant court 
room movie screen. 

“Did you say while in the 
recruiting station at any time 
that when you see a ‘nigger’ 
driving with a white woman, 
you pull them over?” Mr. 
Bailey asked. 

“No," the 19-year police 
veteran replied calmly. 

“Did you ever make a 


statement that if you needed 
3 reason (to pull them over) 


'ou would find one?” Mr. 


you would h 
Bailey asked. 


“No,” Mr. Fuhnnan re- 
sponded. 

“Did you say at any time in 
that recruiting station in the 
presence of any female, in- 
cluidng Kathleen Bell, that 
you would like nothing more 
than to see all niggers 
gathered together and kil- 
led?" 

“No," the detective re- 
plied. 

Mr. Fuhrman denied not 
only ever having met Ms. 
Bell but also that he was ever 
introduced by her at a res- 
taurant to a friend named 
Andrea Terry. 


the courtroom, Mr. Bailey 
told Judge Ito that Sgt. Cor- 
doba was at the recruiting 
centre in 1985 when Mr. 
Fuhrman — an ex-Marine' — 
came in to apply to join a 
reserve unit. Sgt. Cordoba 
turned to another sergeant 
who was handling Mr. Furh- 


man’s application and said, 
“your boy is here,” Mr. 


Bailey said. 


Mr. Bailey said Ms. Terry, 
who lives m Utah, would 
testify that Mr. Fuhrman said 
interracial couples “violated 
the laws of nature.” Ruling 
over prosecution objeaions, 
Judge Ito said he would allow 
Ms. Terry to testify later dur- 
ing the defence case. 

During the confrontation, 
members of the mostly black 
jury sat transfixed and vir- 
tually expressionless in the 
hushed courtroom. 


“And then Cordoba leaves 
the building and Fuhnnan 
follows him out into the park- 
ing lot and repeats the same 
epithet.” 

Deputy Distria Attorney 
Marcia Clark scoffed at Mr. 
Bailey's daims, saying pro- 
•secutors had interviewed Sgt. 
Cordoba and he had never 
accused Mr. Fuhnnan of us- 
in^lhe "N-word.” "These alleea- 


La Scala artists 
perform opera 
In plain clothes 



the 50th anniversary of the battle for 
Iwo Jhna Island (AFP photo) 


MILAN, Italy (AP)- If 8 a 

tradftiod to wear your best 
eweniiig clothes tt> the feaioiis 
La Scaia opera bouse. Tlss 
perfMiners, however, drei- 
seddown. CastIDeInbmpe^ 
forming Arrigo Boito’s 
Mcfistotel donned jeans and 
sweaters for the mst act of 
Sunday night's perftMinanGe 
to chide managemenL Before 

the opera began, loodspeak- 
ers ^V6 an explanatktt for 
tte mmsual yectade; “To 
protest against excessive 
management laxity, preca- 
rious second measures 
the failure to renew this 
year's work contracL” Dixe^ 
tor Riccardo Muti did not 
lose his composure and no- 
ceeded as if notiung had 
pened. The opera ended 

a standing ovatiCHi from foe 
audience. 



Budapest Opera 
wants probe Into 
cut ballet rope 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — The 
Budapest Opera House de- 


rnapdbd a inbbe into a near- 
aeddent to a baQet dancer 
caused by a deliberately se- 
vered rope this weekend. 
Management said that “a 
potential tragedy was averted 
at the last minnte” 
technicians noted tiiat a rope 
used to lower a dancer to the 
stage been delibent^ 
cot. They helped the danm 
down manually. Neither the 
audience, nor dancer Ferenc 
Havasi, who oelelfrated bh 
sixtieth birthday dancing foe 
title role of Bela Bartok’s 
Miracniotts Mandarin, 
noticed the incident at the 
opening gala peifonnanoe (rf 
the Inteibaliet Festival In 
Budapest Saturday. 


French bank has 
sticky problem 
with client 


HAGUENAU, France 
(AFP) — A French bank 
branch in Hagnenan, eattein 
France, had a sticky problem 
(m its hands — carpet,, actual- 
ly — when and en^ed young 
woman dient gave vent to 
her feelings for ^ning both 
■ feet to the bank’s wall-to-wall 
carpeting. The woman, abont 
20, said ‘T won’t leave until 
my problem is solved", using 
a powerfol glue to attadi 
herself to the caipeL The 
bank employees, keepioc 
mum on the inckfont, used 
solvents to onglne the feet 
and police to remove the 
annoyed client. Police said 
the woman had wanted to 
settle a financial proUra'ier 
lating to die ex-mistxess 
the young man with when' 
she DOW lives. .'V' 


Drug cleared of 
breast cancer risk 


WELLINGTON (AFP)— A 

stud^ into the use m ^Prurip.,, , 

controversial oontrac^ve' 

drug Depo-Provm shows it 5 oeeiij^ 

does not increase the risk ^ 


tions get more outrageous by 
the minute,” she said angrily. 


Earlier, Judge Ito ruled 
that Mr. Bailey could cross- 
examine the detective about 
' Marine Sergeant Max Cordo- 
ba's allegations after prosecu- 
tors have a chance to inter- 
view him. Since that could 
take days, Mr. Fuhrman may 
have to be recalled to the 
witness stand later. 

■With the jury absent from 


After the explosive morn- 
ing session. Mr. Bailey re- 
sumed his cross-examination 
of Mr. Fuhrman. relentlessly 
grilling him about the cir- 
cumstances under which he 
says he found a bloody glove 
at Simpson's estate the morn- 
ing after the murders. Its 
match was found at the crime 
scene two miles (three 
kilometres) away. 

Sinice Mr. Bailey's attack 
began Monday. Mr. Fuhr- 
man has seemed more like 
the one on trial than Simp- 
son, who is charged with 
murdering Nicole Brown 
Simfwn and Ron Goldman 
last June 12. 


drug Depo-Piovm shows it ^9 oeui^ . 
does not increase the risk 

breast cancer, one Of foe - 

authors of the report said » • 

Monday. A three-monthly in- j '^1 U SP f*! 1 
jected method of contncq>- ^4 IJ 

tioD, D^K>-Provera is nsra . 
by an estimated nine miffio n ; 
women in 90 countries. New ; Cj:. . V ' ' 
Zealand is regarded as titer f^:":-'' ' ' 
leading nser of the method io 
the Western World where its , - 

use is more restricted becrase i 
of fears of breast cancer., 
concerns caused tbe i 
United States Food and Ding 
Administration (FDA) to., > 

ban it in 1978. The FDA • 

allowed it bade on the United ' . ‘ - 

States market in 1992. In a . 
study published in ffie - 

oa] of the American Mediea] > . 

Association, data was col- . q' 
lected fran women in New , 'fy . • 
Zealand, Thailand, Kenya , ^ 

and Mexico. It was written by ^ 
Professor David Skegg, , Vra"' ^ . 

Charlotte Panl and GecS^ 

Spears of Dunedin's Otago 

Medical School, south 

here, to^tiier resea^ f,v 

chers in the United States". 

and Switzerland. Pnrf. Skeg f 

said that altbon^ tiiere was 7 }.^ 

no overall increase in breast . fa-. ’ 

cancer risk, women who -^j ,f 

started using Depo-Provefe-, 

in the na«r tiva vears'^ib.^' ^ c '■ 


in the past five 
appeared to be at some ife 
creased risk. “This could be , Prjj;! , 
■ due IQ e nhanrarf of " 


breast tumours or to aooel- ;!% 


maun/IB WUUUUTO Hirj,.. 

Depo-Provera’s use 

not be restricted on the 

grounds of breast cancer risk. j 


grounds of breast cancer risk. 

“Nevertheless women nsiiig f(^i'^''ti-.. 

Depo-Provera should be 

formed of the oossibifitv {hBt ->'ii r..^^nrri< 


formed of the possibifity that ;'‘ii jAr 
the contraceptive might 
accelerate the ^ of smaK ‘‘ 

existing but undetected 
tumours. 


I 
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.A Freocb VJS. soldior, hgnred when his armoured vehicle feO 
into a ravine, is npshed to a Gdd hospital in San^evo. ^nne 
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soldiers died and Crar wore tnjared in the accident, on a 
mountain near the capital (AFP photo) 
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PARIS (R) — Growing 
labour unrest and anger over 
a state rescue for the troubled 
Credit Lyonnais Bank added 
Wednesday to the woes of 
bonseiyative Prime Minister 
Edonaird BaUadur*s flagging 
prendential election cam- 
paiffl. 

. Negotiations resumed to 
settle a two-week-old public 
service strike that has virtual- 
ly pa^ysed the Me^teira- 
neaii island of Corsica. But 
industrial action continued to 
disrupt Renault car produc- 
.tion. ^d new strikes have 
been' ^ in rail, domestic air, 
postal and electricity services 
over two weeks. 

^ The iabonr unrest, mainl y 
Ifanit^ to one-day strikes, is 
aimed at mnmng wage rises 
and more staff now that 
Rrasw is retuming to econo- 
mic growth and corporate 
{Mofits are rising. 

** After all the sacrifices, we 
want a share of the profits," 
(me trade unioa sfogan says. 

The investigative weekly 
Le Canard Eodiaine said a 
confidential report from the 
goveromenfs regional pre- 
fects warned of a growing 
wave <3f strikes and demon- 
strations ahead of the April- 
May preridential .election. 


Trade unions are keen to 
cash in on thh campai gn to 
press their demands and the 
opposition Conununist and 
Socialist candidates, Robert 
Hue and Lionel Jo^rin, have 
both called for wage rises for 
the low^nid. 

The fatest opinion poll 
shows Mr. Ballacmr has faUen 
10 points behind his (xin- 
servative rival, F^xis Mayor 
Jacques Chirac, The Louis . 
Harris Survey ftn- VSD maga- 
2 ine gave Mr. Chirac 28 per 
cent, Mr. Jospin 21 and Mr. 
Balto chir 18 in the April 23 
first round. 

Sti^ by political rivals' 
criticism over the huge losses 
at Credit Lyonnate, the pre- 
mier announced Tuesday . 
night be had ordered a justice 
investigation into possible 
fraud at the bank. 

Economy Minister 
Edmond Alfriiamlery said the 
Paris Public Proseentor had 
opened an investigation into 
peimos unknown over a 50- 
billion-franc ($10 billion) 
"hole** in the bank's 
accounts. 

A financial rescue plan for 
the loss-making bank — 
second in a year — will be 
announced Friday after Mr. 
Alphandeiy won a provision- 


al green light from European 
Commissioner Karel Van 
kfieit Thesday, sources close 
to Credit Lyonnais said. 

The bank, whose woes 
stem from a string of bad 
presti^ investments, b ex- 
pected to report 19M losses 
of around 10 billfon Cranes 
($2 biDion) conqiared with 
6.9 billion ($1.38 bOlioo) in 
1993. 

The state rescue follows 
another government b^-ont 
totalling 733 billion francs 
($4.6 biUkm) last year. 

Frendi me^a have said tbe 
new ^an will indnde the 
creation of a state- 
goaiwteed company that will 
receive at least 100 billion 
fruDcs ($20 billion) in dubious 
assets from Credit Ly nnnajs * 
balance sheet. 

Right-wing anti-common 
crusader Phmppe De Vuliers 
blamed Mr. Balladur’s 
centre-right government, in 
office for the last two years, 
for failing to take action 
sooner because it shared 
power with Socialist Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, 
who appointed the bank’s 
former Socialist chief. 

Rightist legislator Fraacob 
O’Aubert, autbor of highly 
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Cmuervative pmMfnfial ganHiifato Jacques 
Chirac shakes hands with sqqKMters dnii^ a 
cempal^ meeting at Meaox. The Frendi 


presidential dectims first round wiB be bdd 
April 23, foDofwed by the second round two 
weeks later (AFP photo) 


critical parfiamentary report 
on tbe bank, also questioned 
Mr. Balladur’s sadden action 
in the midst of the election 
campaign, sayiiu malpractice 
had 101 ^ bera &own at the 
tmnk. 

He called Tneklay for an 
emergency session m pariia- 
ment to study the new rescue 
plan, but paTliamentary 
sooFoes said there was no 
precedent for such a move. 

In an interview Raciio 
Shalom Wedn^day, Kfr. Bal- 
ladnr said that Creilit Lyon- 
nais had been privati^, 
such mismanagement would 
never have b^n possible. 

Mr. Bafiadur cdled Tues- 
day for a "Europe of nation 
states** and a reform of the 
NATO defence aHianr** to 
give greater wd^t to the 
European pillar. 

In an interview with Reu- 
ters setting out hb foreign 
poli^ ^tform for France's 
April'A&y presidential elec- 
tions, he said' “What Europe 
needs most today b le^tiina- 
^ with its own public opin- 
ion. For a long time to come, 
that will be expressed 
through nation states.*' 

While calling for a strong 
Franco-Cennan siguaP-^f 
EuFope^.U^,- 
ly Fejd^ited by Bonn's 
ruling 'Christian' Democrat 
for a more federal European 
Union with a greater role for 
tbe executive European 
Cbmmbsion and parliament. 

“In tbe areas where Euro- 
pean construction needs to 
make progress today — fore- 
ign pofi <9 and de^ce — 
what b needed most b the 
political will of member 
states, and no one otter than 
the I^ders of those member 
states can provide It. 

“It would be a mistake to 
ignore tiib redity,'’ be said. 

Mr. Balladur made clear 
the 15-nation EU would re- 
(juire unanimous agreement 
to .take foreign and security 
policy for a long time to 
come, ruling out any early 
move towards majority vot- 
ing. 

“What country would send 
soldiers on a foreign missf oyi , 
against tbe view of its govem- 
ment?" be asked. 


: Castro shrugs off criticism during French visit 

•. PARIS. (R) — Applauded by 
' business. leaders and cheered 


• * 


i 


-;,by crowds, Cuban President 
'-^ Rdel Castro is revelling in a 
Irst visit to France despite a 
■t:--' oarrage of criticism W^nes- 
■ .lay of the red-carpet treat- 
' nent of an unrepentant Mar- 
• '‘dst. 

- : - . In a,' scathing editorial, the 
• -'onservative daily Le Figaro 
r * '- :aid i( was surprised by im- 
■ of Sodalbt President 

’'-■rancob Mitterrand greeting 
. * ■ the cruellest dictator of the 
ew world bringing out the 
'lepublican Guard: Rolling 
ut the red, bl(X>d-red car- 
• ■■•et.’*''; 

' MiC Castro,' on a rare trip 
• 1 a Western nation and 

jmitting he feels uncomfort- 


able in a suit and tie rather 
than his usual green military 
fatigues, has seemed obli- 
vious to criticism." I haven't 
seen any demonstrations, Fm 
having fun,*' he said. 

The four-day stay b strain- 
ing France's often fractious 
ties with Washington, which 
b maintaining a 3^year-old 
embargo on the C^bbean 
bland, and created a rift be- 
tween Mr. Mitterrand and hb 
centre-right government. 

Mr. Cs^tro was due to have 
lunch with Danielle Mitter- 
rand, wife of the French head 
of state, at their private resi- 
dence Wednesday and visit 
the Orsay Museum. 

Le Figaro blasted the 
Cuban leader as a “despot 


keeping himself in power by 
terror in tbe final Marxist- 
Leninist enclave from the 
Pacific to the Urab." 

Twenty deputies from the 
ruling Rally for the Republic 
party said they were “very 
shocked*’ that National 
Assembly Speaker Philippe 
Seguin showed the 68-year- 
old Cuban revolutionary 
around parliament. 

Extending his stay by a 
day, Mr. Castro will travel in 
foe Burgundy wine district 
Thursd^ before fljang home. 

Mr. Castro has joked that 
his visit to France is far from 
making him a convert to capi- 
tal bm. 

“Some people are wonder- 
ing if I have become a capital- 


ist," he told an audience of 
250 at the National Coundl 
of French Employers Tues- 
day. “It b too late for me to 
become a capitalist. It is too 
late to learn that difficult 
job." 

The business leaders 
warmly applauded his 
spee(±, in which be pleaded 
for investment and told 
French investors they had a 
“historic role” to help end 
isolation caused by the U.S. 
trade em barg o. 

Apart frt>m tfre damage 
inflicted by>foe U.S. embargo 
which Mr. Castro condemned 
as “crinun^,” tte island's 
economy has been teetering 
since the collai^ of the for- 
mer Soviet UruoD. 
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Russtaiiy Chechen forces 
exchange artillery fire 


Hunger 
threatens 
Bosman 
enclave 

ZAGREB (AFP) — Mal- 
nutrition and hunger are 
threatening thousands of 
people trapped iirthe north- 
west Bosnian enclave of 
Bihac, the U.N. Worid Focxl 
Programme said in a state- 
ment here Wednesday. 

Thou^ ten convoys car- 
rying 9^ tonnes of humanita- 
rian aid supplies readied 
Bihac enclave in Febniaiy, 
foat amount fell short of the 
2,000 tonnes needed monthly 
by some 200,000 people trap- 
py in tbe pocket, the state- 
ment said. 

“Only 20 per cent of 
Bihac’s mainly Muslim 
population has receivod any 
food over the last six 
months,” acoording to tbe 
WFP statement. 

It added foat since Feb. 27 
no food convoys have been 
allowed into Bihac and “what 
b worse, tiie Krajina Serbs 
seem to be strengthening 
foeir blockade of humanitar 
rian relief.” 

The Krajina Serbs are 
secessionist Serbs who con- 
trol Croatia’s Krajina region 
located near the Bosnian 
pocket. 

Hie WFP said that last 
week foe U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), which distributes 
humanitarian aid, decided to '] 
cease all ib deliveries to areas 
under tte control of the l6a- 
jina Serbs until access into 
the pCKket b guaranteed. 

far there has been no 
improvement in access to 
Bihac,** J^n-Marie Boucher, 

WFP’s director for ex- 
Yugoslavia said. 

Distribution of food to the 
general population has beim 
possible only once in the last 
three montte, WFP officials 
added. Tbe focxl b unially 
delivered to hospitab in ^ 
towns of Bihac and 
The WFP statement siM 
that five soup kitchens have 
been established throughout 
the enclave, '*but only 5,(HX) 
people can get regular mc^ 
out of 200,000 who are be- 
sieged." . 

It said that patients in bos- 
; t^vfog' ofl^ia^^ 

; meal d^and*doeton‘are 
reporting that pregnant 
women and newborns have 
been severely affected by 
malnutrition-related prolj^ 
lems. 

Meanwhile a United Na- 
tions aid warehouse in a Io- 
nian government enclave 
ringed by separatist Serbs 
burned to the ground, U.N. 
officiab said Wednesclay. 

“The main UNHCTR (U.N. 

High Commisrioner for Re- 
fugees) warehouse in Srebre- 
nica was completely des- 

tours (1500 GM^ Tuiay [ Rao ullows stHtc Fiile wltfr eye on votes 


SHALl, Russia (AFP) 
Russian and Cbecbra forces 
exchanged constant artilleiy 
along the Arena River front 
sootheast at Grozny Wednes- 
day, dosing a strat^;ic road 
and splitting the imwlic in 
half. 

Tbe two annies appeared 
to be in a tense cfeacU^ 
after Monday’s battle near 
tbe town of Shah, which 
Chechen separatists now re- 
gard as tiieir capital. 

^Eyery now and then we 
let them know we'ie here. 
Ri^ now its a war <)f nerves 
more than anything,” a 
Chedien fighter at foe cros- 
sroads by the front, six 
kilometres west of Shall, 
said. 

The fi^iter, ubo gave hb 
name as Isa, pointedrat tbe 
location of Rnsrian. positions 
on a hilltop a few kmometres 
to the Do^. 

The oossroacb, wfaiefa has 
been heavily shell^ in recent 
days, overl(x>ks Monday's 
battiefield. ^x>ra(fic antonia- 
tic weapcxis fire and artillery 
could be heard firom the 
Cbectien positions in the val- 
ley below, and tte occasional 
answer from Russian posi- 
tions atop foe, hill. 

Heavy shelling in recent 
days has virtually closed fob 
crossroad, whira b hi ^iy 


‘ strat^ic not only because it 
oomman^ foe road leading 
into Shall but also because it 
b foe last route limring foe 
east and west of rebel con- 
trolled soufoern Cbedienya. 

TkafBc has been fenced to 
a foin trickle since at least 
one passenger car was des- 

tre^ by artOleiy at the cios- 

snxul Tuesday. 

For all but the bravest and 
luckiest, the republic has 
been effective cut in half. 
There were no busses for 
western Oiedieiiya. teawing 
from Shah Wednesday morn- 
ing. 

With foe road through 
Achkoi-Martan also blocked 
^ Russian troops, western 
Qiecbenya — borne to sever- 
al hundreds of focxisamb of 
refugees — b now more or 
less completely isolated frxnn - 
tile rest of the worid. 

Other key roads have abo 
come under heavy 
The highways Imking sh?i K 
with tbe towns of Argun and 
Gudermes were heavily shel- 
led. 

At die crossroacb where 
. the highway enters Aignn b a 
marketplace where local 
villagers sell bread and petrol 
to fi^iters trave lling between 
positions. 

Women and ctnldren scat- 
tered from the market 
Wednesday monung as mines 


began exploding lOO metres 
away. 

made off in cars in 
tte direction cif Gudermes, 
and as they fled columns of 
smoke from mq^iod^ steUs 
rose op near foat highway as 
well. As tins reporter also 
fled foe scene, it was not 
possible to oouGim if there 
wer e inj uries or deaths. 

“The mine-launchers are 
foe most teri^ing weapon 
foey have; You *n’t hear 
foem being fired. You bear 
optfaing until foey start ex- 
^oding around you,” a 
Q»<iien fighter later said. 

The three towns of Shah, • 
Argun and Gudermes form 
tte backbone of tbe defence 
of sonthest Cbedienya. 

Russian forces have y to 
successfully penetrate the 
southeast of tbe repub- 
lic, Much b tte core r^on of 
support for Cbedicn separat- 
ist President Dzhokhar 
Duday^. 

Rn^an troops and armour 
have been held up on the 
north and west banks of the . 
Argun River at tte town of 
Argun since tte first weeks of 
War in December 1994. ■ 
Chedien fighters retu rning 
from Gnclen^ said that the 
situation there overnight to 
Wednesday morning was 
“more or less quiet.*' 


Italy confidence vote set for Thursday 


ROME (R) — Italy’s Cham- 
ber of Deputies (lower 
house) will hdd a vital confi- 
dence vote called by Prime 
hfinbter Lambeito Dini to 
try to rescue hb emergence 
budget at midday (1100 
GMT) Thursday, pariiamen- 
tary sources said. 

They said parliamentary 
party leaders had decided 
that foe confidence (iebate 
would begm at nine a.m. 
(0800 GI^), with voting 
three hours l^r. The result, 
whfcb will bring down Dini if 
he loses, is expiected at 
around two p.m. (1300 
GMT). 

Mr. Dini, who heads a 
stop-gap tedinocrat govern- 
: cftcwd^'f^talled 

! Wfc^e^y. to' ■■ffi •^p’ 
amendments inti^ueed m 
parShtnent from wi^lcmg'fBe^ 
20 triih'on lire ($12 I^on) 
imro-budget package. 

He has no secure majority 
in the 630-seat chamber, 
where former Prime Nfinister 
Silvio Berlusconi, who is 
pressing for a snap general 
election, has said 1^ centre- 
right Freedom Alliance coali- 
tion will probably vote 
against Mr. Dim. 

The sources said par- 


Hameotary party leaders and 
Chamber Speaker Irene 
Pivetti bad agreed that a sing- 
le vote of confidence shouM 
be bdd. 

If Mr. Dini wins tbe vote, 

' foe effect would be to sweep 
away the amendments. A 
vote would then be taken on 
foe entire budget, udiidi has 
already been approved by tte 
Senate (upper house). 

Mr. Berlusconi said 
We^esday that hb Freedom 
Alliance Coalition would 
probably oppose Mr. Did in 
a confidence vote on Ital 3 ^s 
Mr. Dini in a confidence vote 
Italy’s emeigency budget in 
order to obtain an eariy elec- 
tion. 

l^ai*S*eoBfidence-vete call,'' 
Mr. Berlusconi said the 
Alliance regmded a “no” 
vote as a po^ible path to 
“foe real solution" to Italy’s - 
problems. He has said pre- 
viously that only a snap poll ' 
can pot Italy in order. 

Mr. Dinrs non-partisan 
government would ^ if he 
loses tte vote. Defeat (xmld 
lead Italy to foe eariy election 
Mr. Beriusconi has sought 
rince be rerigned last Decem- 


Mr. Beriusconi said hb 
Alliance was still waiting for 
a signal that a snap election 
would be held and did not 
(ike the idea of voting the 
same way as the Marxist par- 
ty Communist Refoandaaon, 
a^iefa opposes Mr. Dini. But 
be added: 

“That, however, b a possi- 
bility ufoich we see to arrive 
at foe real solution to foe 
problem. We are probably 
^ing to have to teld our 
noses and go througb with 
it." 

Mtenwhfle, Italy’s Popular 
Party Wednesday appear^ 
beacUng for a split after a top 
committee upheld a decision 
by the party leader to enter a 
regional electoral alliance 
with., Mr. Beriusconi. ' r 
^ 3Tie. supervisory comnns- 
sion of the PPI, fonneify tte 
Christian Democrats that 
dominated Italian post-war 
politics, dismissed overnight 
foe rejection decision oar- 
roudy voted at tbe weekend 
by tbe executive committee. 

But left-wing party officials 
immediately dsnoonced , tbe 
top bo^s ruling and vowed* 
to defy it by going ahead with 
*' a vote Thursday on whether 
tbe party should split. 
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4ore Japanese disapprove of Murayama cabinet 






OKYQ (AFP) — The pub- 
: disapproval rating of 
;• ipanese Prime Minister 
' ' . .''omiichi Murayama’s 
^ ' binet exceeds tte aroroval 

- J *. ting; newspaper and news 
^ t '.ency 'opioion polls showed 

,i edne^y. 

-TheM^'nichiShimbunsur- 

.-V foowed foe disapproval 
...;' ing has risen to ^ per 
V - ‘ ^th foe approval rating 
. " ^ • just 27 per cent for foe first 

- • w for tte eight-monfo-old 
• - ■ .. vernment. 

* j -tte dbapproval r aring was 
p«* cent and approval 
■ '.‘-.^nigwas 29 per cent in the 
- in December. 

nationwide opinion 
I, conducted from Fri^y 
. > ' , oagh Sunday, covered 


3,000 eligible voters, of 
whom 72 per cent responded, 
Mainchini said. 

The poll showed 53 per 
cent of respondents dted lack 
of leadership as Mr. 
Murayama's we^ point and 
32 per cent cited “poor eco- 
nomic stimulus measures." 

Meanwhile, Kyodo News 
Service said its poU, con- 
ducted last Saturday and Sun- 
day, showed foe disapproval 
rating of 47.2 per cent against 
foe approval rating of 44.0 
per cent. 

Kyodo interviewed 3,000 
eligible voters, 65.5 per cent 
of whom responded. 

It was the second time foat 
foe Murayama cabinet's dis- 
sapproval rating of outnum- 


bered the approval rating in 
Kyodo's poll since July last 
year. In its previous poll in 
December, foe am^val rat- 
ing tof^ied foe (lisapproval 
rating by 47.7 per cent to 40.8 
per cent. 

Recent poUs all show a 
rapid decline 'in Mr. 
Murayama's personal popu- 
larity due to foe slow reac- 
tions of the government after 
the Kobe earthquake. 

Meanwhile, Japan’s niHng 
(xi^tion of strange bedfel- 
lows now suffers more dis- 
array, as Mr. Murayama'’s 
Sodalist Party contemplates 
ways to normalise ties with its 
friend North Korea. 

The nine-month-old three- 
party bloc of left and right 


wing parties has already been 
shaken by differences over 
how to handle the 50tb 
anniversary of tte encl of 
Worid War II, with all tte 
overtures of Japan's militarist 
past. 

Now Mr. Murayama's So- 
cial Democratic Party has 
balked at a proposal by foe 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(l^P) to send a joint mission 
this week to P^ngyang to 
pave the way for resumption 
of the stallM talks on rap- 
prochement. 

Ttey are embarassed by 
Pyongyang’s sudden over- 
tures to foe staunchly con- 
servative LDP, foe bigge^ 
force in parliament. 


afternoon,*' said 
rookesman Major Herve 
Goonnelon. 

“It could have been an 
accident but we don't have 
further details at this time." 

Srebrenica, a mostly Mus- 
lim enclave of about 30,000 
persons in eastern Bosnia, is 
surrounded by Serb forces 
and sustained by land con-' 
voys of fo(xi, fiiel and medic- 
al suj^lies. 

Serb trcxips have been 
blocking medical supplies 
into foe pocket for weeks, 
fordug rome residents to 
undergo surgery without 
anaesthetic. 

Fuel for U.N. peacektep- 
ers on duty in tbe enclave is 
also being blocked by tbe 
Serbs, restricting their mobil- 
ity- 

UNHCR officials in Zag- 
reb and Sarajevo were not 
immediately available to say 
how much aid was stored in 
foe destroyed warehouse or 
what imp^ tbe fire would 
have on liting conditions in 
foe pocket. 

In a country where they 
faced constant danger from 
combatants, nine French ! 
peacekeepers died when their ' 
track plumed off a treacher - 1 
ous mountain road near | 
Sarajevo. The French sol- 
diers were killed when their 
truck tumbled about feet 
off Mount Igman, just south- 
west of Sarajevo. 

Bosnian goverament au- 
thorities have arrested a local 
U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) interpreter, foe 
latest in a series of such 
moves by both of the warring 
parties, the U.N. said 
Wednesday. 

Haris Demir was picked up 
Tuesday night in the eastern 
Muslim-held enclave of 
Gorazde and imprisoned 
without explanation, UN- 
PROFOR spokesman Alex- 
ander Ivanko said, adding 
that UNPROFOR was de- 
manding his release. 

Another interpreter em- 
ployed by UNPROFOR in 
Gorazde, Goran Posvanclzic, 
has been in detention for 20 
days. 


PATNA, India — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
sifnha Rao has allowed the 
leftist goverament in easteni 
Bihar state to role beyond its 
five-)[ear term as assembly 
elections continue there, 
pohtidans said Wednesday. 

They said Bihar Chief 
Nfinister Laloo Prasad Yadav 
would have exploited fo tte 
full any move by Mr. Rao to 
impose direct rule from New 
Ddhi on the state. 

Bihar Governor A.R. Kid- 
wai asked Mr. Yadav, from 
the Janata Dale Party, late 
Tuesday to. continue as care; . 
taker chief minister until a 


new assembly was convened 
after ctMnplefom of the polls. 
The state assembly's five- 
year term officially eiqnies at 
ntidnigbt Wednesday. 

Depaities belongmg to foe 
lEndn Bharatiya Janata Pai^ 
ty (BJP) and tite Samata Par- 
ty walkM out of paifiament 
in New Etelbi Wedn^ay 
prot^ting against Mr. Rao^ 
decision. 

Mr. Rao’s government 
sbonld have imposed direct 
rule from New Delhi on tiie 
state, L.K. Advani, of tte 
BJP, said. 

But deputies of leftist par- 
ties said caretaker govern- 


ments had functioned in 
otter states and there was no 
violation (rf tbe law. 

Mr. Rao told tte deputies 
tiie decision to allow Mr. 
Yadav as caretaker chief 
minister was taken by tiie 
Bihar governor. 

“We are watching the 
situation and we hope tte 
latest election sefaedite will . 
be maintained," Mr. Rro 
said. 

India's Chief Election 
CommissioDer T.N. Seshan 
has twice reschednled the 
Bibar elections because of 
violence in tbe state. 


Canada, EU set for new confrontation 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
The EU set the stage for a 
‘potentially explosive con- 
frontation bem’een Canadian 
coastguards and Spanish 
fishing boats Wednesday 
when it ruled out a resump- 
tion of negotiations as long as 
the Spanish trawler Estai re- 
mains impounded in St. 
John's. Newfoundland. 

The captain and crew of 
the Estai. seized last Thurs- 
day and accused of illegal 
fishing, were set free Tues- 
day. pending another court 
hearing on April 20. 

But a European Commis- 
sion spokesman said Wednes- 
day ii was not enough to 
allow a resumption of talks 
between the two sides, set- 
ting The scene for a potential 
clash between Canadian 
Coast Guards and Spanish 
vessels that have resumed 
fishing in the international 
waters where the Estai was 
seized. 

Canadian Fisheries Minis- 
ter Brian Tobin has accused 
the Spanish trawlers which 
have returned to the areas 
just outside Canada's territo- 
rial waters of “provocative" 
behaviour. 

But the European Union's 
Executive Commission in- 
sisted that EU boats have a 
legal right 10 go on fishing in 
ih'e area, known as the nose 


and tail of the Newfoundland 
Grand Banks. 

■'From the point of view of 
.the rules of NAFO (the 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
Organisation) and from the 
• point of view of the Interna- 
tional Law of the Sea. our 
boats have every right to fish 
those waters." 

The stance greatly in- 
creases the prospect of a new 
confrontation at sea. The 
Estai was only arrested last 
Thursday after a lengthy 
chase and shots being fired 
across its bow. 

' Canada, which has deman- 
ded a 60-day moratorium on 
fishing for Greenland hali- 
but. insists it will intercept 
any boat fishing for the spe- 
cies. which it says has been 
endangered ,by .systematic 
■ overfishing by EU* boats. 

A Spanish warship is 
already on its way to the area 
to provide protection for the 
fishing boats and the Spanish 
government is considering 
sending another. 

Canadian inspectors who 
have examined the Esiai's 
catch have reported that 
some four fifths of the Green- 
land halibut were taken from 
the sea before they were ma- . 
ture enough to reproduce. 

Fisheries Minister Tobin 
has also claimed that the 


Estai carried two log books: 
One meant for inspection by 
NAFO. the other for the 
captain's personal use. 

Commission sources re- 
jected the allegations about 
the Estai's catch as “totally 
unjustified." Given the iIIeg'-‘ 
al conditions of the ship's 
detention, the Canadian au- 
thorities “could find whatev- 
■ er they want to find." 

It was not clear whether 
the simple freeing of the boat 
would allow a resumption of 
talks. The EU also considers 
the Canadian legislation 
which gave its Coast Guardis 
power to act against the Estai 
as unacceptable. 

European Fisheries Com- 
missioner Emma Bonino cal- 
led again Wednesday for 
Canada to release the de- 
tained Spanish trawler, its 
catch and its crew, saving 
(here would be no negotia- 
tions until this happened. 

She accused Canada of 
mounting a disinformation 
campaign to the detriment of 
the European Union. “It is 
unacceptable that the union 
be made into a whipping 
boy... because the Canadians 
have not managed their re- 
source properly." she said, 
referring to the dwindling 
fishing stocks off Newfound- 
land. 
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On peace and promises 


' DURING HIS short visit to the Kingdom 
earlier this week, U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher spoke eloquently of his 
country's commitment to supporting Jordan. 
America’s promises to the Kingdom, he said 
emphatically, will be fulfilled. 

While we are heartened by Mr. Christ- 
opher’s assurances, we cannot help wonder- 
ing whether the U.S. has not been taking its 
time in falfilling President Bill Clinton’s 
pledges of support for tills country, whether 
those he made on Oct. 26 or before and after. 

To the dismay of many who opted to have 
faith in the U.S. promises to the Kingdom, a 
decision by a House of Represoitatives’ 
Subcommittee was taken to dramatically 
reduce the amount of debt forgiveness the 
administration has pledged to the Kingdom 
for this year. But the Senate can act to 
reverse that decision and we hope that it will 
in order to allow the administration to 
deliver on its pledges. 

In the final analysis, it is a vital American 
interest for the U.S. as a whole to maintgin 
its credibility as a mediator and partner in 
the region, especially if Washington wants to 
see Imel nmke peace with all its Arab 
neighbours. 

Y^en the Kingdom signed the peace treaty 
‘with Israel, it acted to meet one of its 
strategic interests, It is true. But that interest 
can only be of benefit to others when peace is 
established in the whole Middle East region.- 
Now, such comprehensive peace will not be 
made if otiher Arab countries are not willing 
to take the necessary risks for it ^ and they 
certainly will not be encouraged to do so tf 
Jordan is allowed to be left out in the cold in 
as far as American support for it is con- 
cerned. 

BuQding peace, as distinct fiom making it, 
is a task that should be shouldered by the 
entire international community. Jordan will 
indeed lose if this peace c<dlapses. That loss, 
however, will not be exclusive to the King- 
dom. Europe will lose, Asia and Africa will 
too; so will the U.S. which has invested a 
tremendous amount of tune and effort in the 
peace making process so far. 

For the cause of building this peace, 
economic assistance to Jordim must come 
fast. People need to believe that peace Is 
making a difference. Because if they do not, 


they will have less reasons to support it. On 
the other hand, the Syrians, the Lebanese 
fand the Palestinians, among others, need to 
look ahead and see some promise that life 
will be better if they too de^e to take their 
chances. After all, a peace that people would 
not support cannot be a peace in the making. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in AI Ra'i Wednesday said demands by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres to find a substitute 
solution to the problem of displaced Palestinians empha- 
sises Israel's unseriousness in the peace-making process 
despite the peace treaties it signed with Arab countries. 
Mazen Hijazi said Mr. Peres' use of the term “substitute 
solutions” comes after burying “the substitute homeland” 
expression after the signing of the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty. This shows that whenever there were attempts to 
end Israeli aspirations to dominate at the expense of 
others, new Israeli ambitions and designs arise, the writer 
said, lliis also proves that the Israelis are still working on 
evicting the Palestinians from their homeland through 
various means and are still hoping that the Arab countries 
would find a solution and pay the price for Israeli practices 
as if the Arab states were the ones which asked the 
Palestinians to leave their land and took them by force 
from there, added the writer. He said if Israel maintains 
this mentality then it is possible that it would ask the Arab 
states to compensate the refugees and displaced Palesti- 
nians after it publicly called for settling them as was 
expressed in the speech bj/ Mr. Peres, who believes the 
issue is not a question of a right to return or compensation, 
but a humanitarian problem which the Arab countries and 
the industrialised nations should help in solving. What is 
shocking in these statements is that they were made by Mr. 
Peres, not by the Israeli hardliners or the Likud Party, the 
writer concluded. 


AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily said in its editorial Wednesday 
that the visit by British Prime Minister John Major to 
Jordan was a great political event for the Kingdom, which 
sees in the United Kingdom a good friend with which it has 
strong historical, cultural and commercial ties. Welcoming 
Mr. Major, the newspaper voiced hope that his visit would 
contribute to enhancing cooperation between the two 
countries and serving 

said the distinguished statiismrEffiMrafl^tmR^oysHn 
the Middle ^t can enable Mr. Major to play a more 
active role in supportine the peace process and removing 
obstacles facing it. 


The View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. M^doabeh 


Unhealthy attitudes produce unhealthy institutions 


ONE OP the many obstacles standing in the way of 
effective perfonnance at tbe vast majority of our institu- 
tions (both public and private) is the institutions* ovei^ 
attitude towards the work they do and the business they 
conduct. Just as individuals su^r at times from or 
unhealthy attitudes, so do institutions. At present, this is a 
veiy serious problem in our society. 

In the late seventies, fre^ out of college, T was employed 
by one of our public, and somewhat more “prestigious” 
and “anractive.” establishments. Tbe section l worbid in 
was, in many ways, quite sensitive and vital, aiming to keep 
the public informed about what goes on Iccally and in the 
rest of the world — a very challenging job. To me, the work 
was indeed exciting, enriching and mlfilling, and I did my 
best to leam the art of the traife and assert my presence aund 
imract. 

The most fnistrating part of the experience, however, 
came not from the work itself but from the people I was 
working with. We were about twenty people in ^1. To be 
honest, one must admit that three of them were not only 
nice people, courteous, humble, and cheerful but alM 
supportive, helpful, encouraging, efficient, committed, 
conscientious, serious and impressive. The rest were not. 
Most spent their time gossiping, joking, complaining, ratng 
to the cafeteria, procrastinating work (some even refusing 
to do it, saying they are unhappy with the institution and 
why should they do any work for it), etc. 

What bothered me most was their attitude towards their 
woric and towards their colleagues. They had no motivation 
to work, no appreciation If what they were doing, no 
commitment, no sense of mission or calling, no respect for 
the institution, no care about the public they were 
supposed to address and serve. One of them kept saying 
that when the time came for him to resign, and he was 
mtending to resign any moment (he claimed), he was going 
to submit his resignation on the back of a pa& cn 
dgaiettes, for «4iy waste valuable paper? (By the way, be is 
soil working at the establishment and he is still threatening 
to resign). They made fun of their few colleagues who took 
their job seriously, made fun of each other, fou^t vnth 
others and with themselves (at times physically), swore, 
screamed, complained, and so on. 

The situation was and still to a great extent is similar at 
most of our institutions, espedally in the public sector. 
Generally, employees have a veiy low opinion of their 
jobs, of their institutions, and of themselves, ultimately. 

Naturally, the work they perform is at best half-hearted, 
inefficient, uncreative, m^iocre and poor. Hiis is the first 
damage they do. If society is to develop, thrive and excel 
through the conscientious efforts and distinguished per- 
formance of its institutions, how is our society to develop, 
thrive and excel with individuals such as thi^ described 
here continually attacking its immunity system, preciseiy 
like the AIDS virus? It is noteworthy to affirm here that the 


number of employ^ at our institutions who hold poor 
values and poor attitudes is quite substantial. One will not 
be exaggerating to say that such employees (at the various 
levels of the institutional faieiarcfaical stnictare) are a 
comfortable majority. Unfortunately, our institutions (af- 
ter all such people are in many cases the institutions) not 
only tqlerate thm but they also reward and promote them. 

Tlie 'second level of damage they do is seen throu^ their 
bad influence on otb^ employees. How is a graduate fresh 
out of college (in most cases ready to work and leam, 
enthusiastic to develop and perform, and excited about 
public service) to survive, d^lop and excel in' such a 
dreary environment? Next to impomible? What is roing to 
to the good minority wdio is doing its to 
>rm decently Are they not going to be vexed, 
rated, m^nalised, supprested, alienated, and even 
forced to resign? Or they may just become cynical and 
sarcastic theniMlves and just “sell it.” I once heard a 
“senior*' administrator giving advice to an aspiring young 
administrator. He said to him, summing his twenty years of 
experience at our public institutions as an “expert” 
administrator “In eveiy depaurtment or section under you 
there are two to three workaholics. Give these the major 
balk of the work and yotir department or section will be 
okay.” 


themselves abundantly, our best university graduates and 
our most competitive employees (we should say most of 
them, perhaps), sought opportunities in the private sector 
and in the said neighbouring countries. What were our 
institutions left with? Generally, the less competitive 
individuals. I was shocked a few years when I found out 
foat a fonner classmate of mine who always failed En^isb 
was a teacher of English at one of our secondary sctools. 
Similar examples atound. 

— There is something seriously wrong with our criteria 
of hiring and promotion. Until now, we do not (except 
once every blue moon) appoint individuals on the basis of 
their past academic or service excellence. Until now, 
favouritism and wasta play a major role in final decisions 
about employment, and at times in a very rude and 
irresponsible way. 1 know that there is favouritism and 
there is wasta all over the world. But they are nowhere as 
wide^read as they are in our society. This is one. Tbe 
other thing is, one will understand it if an influential person 
seeks the emplotyment of an acquaintance if he/she is sure 
this acquaintance is excellent, very good or good. But to 


speak and pull strins for a poor candidate (at times even 
tolei 


“^at do yon mean by workaholics?*' asked tbe aspiring 
administrator of the wise gum. “Donkeys who cannot live 
if there is no work to do.” Well, if hardvrorldDg people are 
viewed as donkeys by some of our “mastemunds,” one 
does not wonder why we have so few hardworking people 
at our public institutions. 

Of course, not sdl of our institutions suffer from such 
unhealthy attitudes. After all, institutions are people, and 
wheiwer there is a team of decent individuals ranning an 
establishment, there is distinction and Yes, 


there are maiw distinguished teams at many of our 
left' . . . _ . 


an idiot), this is intolerable. Society will pay, and is'already 
paying, tbe price. 

— But we inherit the problem from the environment in 
our society at large. The roots of it are in tbe way we are 
brought up and Seated. Our families, our schools, and 
our univei^K do not encourage us (in meaningful ways, 
that is; forget the ibetoric!) to be diligent, consdentious, 
committed, hardworking, proud of what we do, apprecia- 
tive of our jobs. I do not think that there is in our cnltine an 
equivalent to the concepts of “career” and “calling.” We 
may find an approximate synonym somewhere in a 
dictionary, but certainly not in our daily language and in 
our present-day culture. 


institutions, and they are dc^g a superb job. But tiieie are 
the others. 


Another point to emphasise is that unhealthy institution 
attitudes are present in every country in tbe world. I heard 
over the BBC a few years ago a British MP. female and 
black, complain about the same matter: “What boti^ me 
most is not the racism, nor is it the sexism. Rather, I am 
vexed by the parliament's amateurish, carefree attitude. 
P^le are not serious enough or committed enough.” The 
difference, however, is that such attitudes are more 
prevalent and widespread in our society than they are in 
many others. 

The causes of the problem in our society are numerous. I 
wish to cite three of them. 

— In the good old days of the seventies and eariy 
eighties, the days when attractive j<fo opportunities in tbe 
private sector and in neighbouring countries offered 


The solution? Well, I am not hopeful that there will be a 
speedy solution for the problem is quite huge. We may 
have to wait until the wheel of history turns and turns us 
with it. But tbe imm^iate solution is primarily in the hands 
of our l^slative and executive authorities. We have to 
seriously reconsider the ways we hire and promote. Let's 
not say the right man or woman for the right job. Ibis 
sounds too id^ and too much of a clidie to make sense. 
Let's, rather, say the following; We want to start dioosing 
for the more sensitive and dehcate and important jete the 
more excelling, the more competitive, and the .more 
pFOmising. This is not so difficult to do, if we trouble 
ourselves about it a little. We do not want to throw tbe less 
competitive people, the poor, and the mediocre into the 
sea. God foibid. Let them make a buck in the world lilu 
everybody else. But let them shape up a little, work a litde, 
and chan|e their attitude a littie. And let's not appoint 
tiiem in jobs which they are not a match to. 



Nicosia’s 
bizarre division 


By Han™ Hendawi 
Reuter 


Greek 


The noisy foreign policy debate 


in America is dangerously fuzzy 


By Flora Lewis 


PARTS — The debate on 
America's role in the world 
is uthering steam, but it 
makes a shrill and some- 
times hoUow whistle. Other 
countries ask with concern 
if the United States is with- 
drawing — or, more omi- 
nously, some are preparing 
to seek advantage in what 
may become newly avail- 
able space. 

And yet, pretty much 
across the spectrum of 
American opinion there is a 
call for the United States to 
be robustly assertive of its 
“national interest.” The 
trouble comes in defining it. 
The definition gets fuzzier 
the closer the speakers get 
to spe^cs. 

In his recent foreign poli- 
President Bill 
aton appealed above all 
for the Kind of biparti- 


sanship that prevailed at the 
end of World War II, in the 


period of organising poli- 
cies and institutions that 
Dean Acheson called “the 
creation.” 

Administration views and 
the Republican leadership's 
response were laid out in 
more detail in the new issue 
of Foreign Policy magazine 
by Secre^ of State War- 
ren Christopher and the 
Senate Majority leader Bob 
Dole. There was some 
harsh sniping here and 
there, but beneath the pole- 
mics there is a remarlUble 
parallel in wbat the two 


sides say is essential. 

President Qinton warns 
gainst the “ripple of isola- 
tionism” that he sees 
emerging from both left and 
right. 

Mr. Dole speaks out 
a^inst those “on the left 
who believe America will 
corrupt the world and on 
the nght who believe the 
world will corrupt Amer- 
ica.” But, he says, ^‘tfae fact 
is that America must re- 
main firmly engaged in the 
world. If we do not protect 
our interests, no one else... 
will do the job for us.” 

Mr. Christopher lays 
down four guiding strategic 
principles: “American lead- 
ership, productive relations 
with the world's most 
powerful states, lasting in- 
stitutions, and democracy 
and human rights.” The 
United States will try to 
work with other powers, he 
says. But “when we dis- 
agree, we will vigorously 
defend our interests and 
our prindjdes, and we will 
not countenance any no- 
tions of spheres of influ- 
ence." 

Mr. Dole’s definition is 
not quite so global, but he 
covers all the main require- 
ments: preventing any pow- 
er’s domination of Europe, 
balance of power in 
Asia, security and stability 
in the Western Henus- 
phere, access to resources 
(especially Gulf oil), free 
trade and access to mar- 


kets, and protecting U.S. 
citizens atid property over- 
he lists ' 


seas. And be lists "core 
ideals,” inclining freedom, 
democracy and tiie rule of 
law, vriua American fore- 
ign poU^ must promote. 

So vest's the argun^t? 
There is some opposition 
on the fringes. For exam- 
ple, an analyust from the 
conservative Cato institute 
writes at length that Gulf 
poli^ is all wrong because 
there is no threat of loss of 


oil supplies and neither re- 


gional “inst^iity” nor loc- 
al nudear weapons (Iran or 
Iraq) would hurt “U.S. 
security.”' Few would 
agree. 


'Die purpose is essentially 
to draw lines for the Amer- 
ican political battle and 
make tiiem look as dear as 
on domestic issues. But it is 
unfortunate, and can be 
seriously misleading. 

China, for example, assi- 
duously building a blue wa- 
ter navy, is talking about a 
western Padfic without the 
United States, and France 
is pushing furiously for 
trade with Iraq (as well as 
Iran) on the expectation 
that the United States will 
renounce U.N. embargoes. 
The notion that America 
doesn't care and will soon 
fft home can cause a lot of 
trouble. 


Even with regard to the 
much maligned United Na- 
tions, where Mr. Dole in- 
veighs against “subcon- 
tracting American foreign 
policy and subordinating 
American sovereignty,” the 
argument is more stance 
than substance. The Qin- 
ton administration is not 
giving anything away that 
Mr. Dole wants done in 
Washington. 


Washington's apparent 
both sides 


The difference is primari- 
ly in tone, whether to sound 
warm-handed or two-fis^, 
reassuring or demanding. 
The empharis shifts from 
Mgotiating to pro-claiming, 
vut there is not much dis- 
tance between the amount 
of sacrifice and responsibil- 
ity that the two sides urge to 
malw sure America leads. 


indifference (on 
of the polit^ divide) to 
the weakness ^ the dollar 
compounds the difficulty. 
Hie United States will not 
be strong if the dollar stays 
weak, loses its role as tbe 
currency of trade and re- 
fuge. 

There is an underlying 
change of focus from giobai 
military politics to geo- 
economks. but it has not 
overturned the sense of 
America's basic interests 
and the kind of world it 
wants to shape. The noise is 
confusing Americans as 
well as mends and adver- 
saries. But there is less 
there than meets the ear. 


Intemarional Herald Tri- 
bune. 


NICOSIA' r-n) Mention -tbe 
word Cyprus and most' of 
tbe two million visitors ex- 
pected on tbe island in 1995 
would picture prions sun- 
shine, sandy beadies and 
tbe clear turquoise waters 
of tbe Mediterranean. 

Most of tbe tourists to 
Afduodite’s Isle are son- 
seekers from Northern 
Europe and only tbe very 
keen will tdee time away 
from the beach to travel 
inland to see what has over 
the years beco^ a symbol 
of ^ island’s bitter divi- 
sion — the “Green Line.” 

It snakes across the island 
for 180 km and in Nicosia it 
^ves visitors a dear riew of 
the conflict tormenting 
Cyprus for decades, 
grounded in centiiries of 
mistrust. 

Turkey invaded Cyprus 
in 1974 in response to a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia 
believed aimed at uniting 
the island with Greece and 
in^nred by a junta then 
ruling in Athens. The in- 
fvaders only stopped 
advancing once they con- 
trolled 37 per cent of the 
land and in 1983 the Tur- 
kish RepuUic of Northern 
Cyprus was dedared. It is 
recognised only by the 
Ankara government. 

The Green Line was first 
drawn Iw a British soldier in 
the 196()s to mark the divi- 
rion between Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots involved 
in communal fighting. The 
events of 1^4 reinfor^ it 
as a feature of Cy^ot life. 

In Nicosia’s old d^ the 
no-man’s-iand grraddlmg jt 
winds bizarrely across a 
roof, a balcony and tbe 
rusting shell of an old car. 

Movement of Greek and 
Turkish Cjrpriots across tile 
division is severely res- 
tricted by the authorities on 
both sides. In Nicosia, 
where the only le^ cros- 
^g point is located, tonr- 
ists can go from ^ Greek 
to tile T&ldsh side bat only 
for day trips. 

Hiey sometimes run into 
Greek Cypriot students 
who try to persuade them 
against crossing, arguing 
that by doing so they help 
perpeteate Turkish occupa- 
tion, or policemen who are 
sometimes tempted to 
advise tourists gainst mak- 
ing the trip. 

When tiiey finally ooss 
the line they eater a 
militarised zone, witii large 
pnmber of soldiers wander- 
ing the streets or in trucks 
trundling down tbe roads, 
but otherwise quite ritwiiai - 
to the land south of the 
division. 


Heavily armed 
and Tnrkirii Cypriot' sol- 
diers face cadi other across 
the line from observation 
towers or from behind gun 
emplacements, separated 
by tbe United Nations- 
monitored no-man's-land 
which in some parts is only 
five metres wi^. 

“It is tragic and it is sucti 
a waste,” said Captain WS- 
Ham Packard of tbe 
Qneen's Royal Lancers 
Regiment and the 345-> 
strong British peace! 
contingent of the Ui 
Nations forces in Cyprus 
(UNHCYP). 

Alongside tiie British sol> 
(tiers are troops from Au- 
stria and Argentina monh 
toiing tbe Green Line. UN- 
FICxT, winch has a total 
about 1,200 men, also in- 
cludes smaller contingeati 
from Ireland, Australia; 
Finland and fjinaAi car- 
rying ont non-military 
tasks.* 


Many of the houses iiniiig' 
the narrow and twisting 
alleys of the no-man's-lano, 
show scars from bullets and 
shells and all but a handfnl 
of them are derelict. Senne- 
bave lost entire sectiouSr 
others l(x>k perilously dose, 
to collapse. 

The fourth century, 
church of Ayios lakovos 
has lost most of hs dome‘ 
and sections of its waDs. 

“Thi^ years from no^' 
and it is gmng to be a. 
wasteland,” Mr. Padoid 
said. 

A Greeck Cypriot famxiy 
in a first-storey fiat on 
edge of the buffer zone h 
routinely told by UNFlCYf 
troops not to step emto tbe 
balcony because it is in tbe 
buffer zone. 
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*rbe zone's emf^ 
and stores are ^ven odd 
names for easy identificf I 
tion — “No Sign," “Mag^'i 
Mansion", “Foor-Minoi^ 
Walk'* and “Beevei 
Lodge” among them. , , 
There is mso ' Aiuu^- 
Honse, where an eldw 
Greek C^ypriot laefr li^ 
alone for years after ^ 
1974 invasion. A 

throu gh a miwBing wmdO^ 

reveals cutlery, 
glasses scattered 
dusty furniture. 

There is no shortage 
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bored or home-sick 
peacekeeping troops. . 

“Dale loves Det^" and 

'Patrick et Valeric” con" 
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ramcK et vaiene . . 

trast with more serious 
gans near a Greek 


gans 

army post: “Heroes 
and die like Greeks” 
“we are here for a 
cause.** 
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Iraqi artists in Amman: Troubie or fortune? 


. 9y MohatBaaae Masbarqa 

HUNDREDS OF promineDt Iraqi artists and intel- 
lectuals, among them experts who enjoy Arab and 
intemationaj reputation for their outstandi^ work in 
d^erent Selds, fled their country to Jordan in protest 
against war, dictatorship, and abuse of iiiunan ri^ts 
mer the Gulf War, Their high concentration in 
Amman and to a lesser extent in other cities and their 
atten^r to integrate into the society triggered diffe- 
rent responses ffom Jordanian intellectuals. 

While some Jordanians established strong ties and 
open channels for mutual cooperation and common 
proje^ with their Iraqi colleagues, others took a 
defensive pc^tion and viewed their Iraqi peers' 
presence as a threat and obstacle to an independent 
indigenous cultural movement. 

Wars have always been a cause for cultural 
migrations and new cultural inputs in the countries of 
destination opened possibilities for radical changes 
and outstanding innovations in different Gelds. The 
French cultural movement witne^ed a period of 



Iraqi artist Ammr Fatsihi 


relative renaissance in this century when many 
Spanish artists opposed to the regime of General 
Franco took exile in France. America had a similar 
influx of European philosophers; thinkers and artists 
following and during this centuiy's two great wars. 

A Jo^aniaa daily recently comment^ that *'tbe 
phenomenon of Iraqi fine art wvasion is getting 
uncontrollable. We .have to pur an end .to this 
invasion, since it is Jngenuine and violate the rights 
and needs of the ioca/ artists. 

Jr seems that many intellectuals share this point of 
view. “The sudden gallery expansion in the capital is 
created to accommodate Iraqi artists’ work mtty. 
Once they leave, the galleries will close down. 

The prominent Iraqi art critic and painter, Amer 
Fatuhi, who resides temporarily in Ajrunan, regrets 
su<± attitudes. 

*'We left OUT country in protest against war and 
dictatorship. We are going through b&d psycboiogic- 
aJ, &iand^ and political pressures in order to uphold 
our values which can make a difference one day. Our 
means of expression is. art and accumulated experi- 
ence in the Geld. We wish to have the chance to share 
it with our Jordanian hosts, ” be said. 

Fatuhi, who for years edited the art page in the 
Iraqi magazine Funun, complained that the Jorda- 
nian dailies do not give the diance to Iraqi art cnttcs 
to contribute, which, he ^ys^ “gives them no chance 
for the effe^ve cultural interaction.” 

Some Jordanians agree. 

“The Iraqi art critics have a long tradition in art 
criticism, which is hot the situation to Jordan. Why 
don’t we learn from their experience and open 
chaimeis for constructive cooperation?” Moiianuned 
Majali, a Jordanian painter, who paid tribute to Gaqi 
art, said. 

While many artists share Majali’s opinion, what h 
obvious at most of the disaissions over the. issue is 
that there are many who. insist that thejocal art 
movement should develop independently and exploit- 
its own potentials. 

What is obvious, though, is that in order to 
develop a dynamic and multidimensionaJ cultural 
movement, the media should open its channels for 
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the contributions of the different parties and should 
encourage open discussion about the issue at hand. 
Cultural and educational institutions should also 
^nsor workshof^ which would allow for cultural 
exchange and interaction. Isolation and negativism 
should be conffonted at all levels throi^ enli^t- 
ened ise^a and cultural programmes. 

The Jordanian society is ^ing through critical and 
transitional stage in search of an identity. This new 


jdemiQ' seeks to express itself througii various 
creative media and to protect its purity and natural 
development from external interferences. This is 
understood provided that legitimate fears should not 
lead it into a comer. 

The phenomenon of caution in itself is not uniieai- 
thy. Afterail it is through such diversity of opinions 
and stands, often extreme, that culture and new ideas 
blossom. 
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Tourism vs pilgrbn^e: ‘Uaruly* Israelis tarnisb majority’s image 


ISRAELI TOURISM to Jordan rook a bearing in 
\he Jordanian as 'y'etl as the intetylationaf press' 
iast'''week w7iA 'afticUs coMerrihing' incidents'^'p^ 
reported Israeli abuses (his side of the river. 
Jordanian tabloids blasted Israeli tourists in 
articles which said that no sooner had these 
tourists started to visit sites in Jordan than 
’several problems began to emerge. Stating that 
the tourists were "tampering” with these sites, 
one tabloid cited the controversy over a report 
that a group of orthodox Israeli pilgrims 
desecrated a religious site near Petra. The 
weekly, Shihan, said that even Radio Israel 
^’admitted" that these pilgrims deleted 
inscriptions on the tomb of Aaron, the brother of 
Moses, and wrote obscenities and historical lies 
in Hebrew on the walls of the site. Shihan also 
reported that even at Mount Nebo, some Israeli 
tourists have written in the visitors register that 
the site has an important archaeological 
significance for Jews and that there will come a 
dm' when it will be under Israeli sovereignty. As 
if to back our tabloids' reports, in the latest issue 
of Britain's Sunday Times. Andy Goldberg,, 
writing from Tel Aviv, reported that "Israeli 
officials were quick to censure what the press 
called 'Israel's ugly tourits.'" Goldberg, who, 
while trying to do good, unfortunately included 
some major factual inaccuracies in his article , 
added that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin' 
had said. "There are Israelis whose behaviour 
shames us and we must condemn them." But, 
Goldberg continued. 'Tourism bosses (in Israel) 
point out that it is only a small, unruly minority 
wlu> tarnish the name of masses of law-abiding 
Israeli tourists. " He mentioned that the Israeli 
tourism ministry is preparing a Hebrew 
guidebook "targeted at the badly behaved. " But 
the point of Goldberg's piece w’os as his headline 
read: "Israeli tourist hordes disturb the Middle 
East peace. " According to Goldberg, "The sheer 
volume of Israeli tourists is part of the problem, 
especially" — and here is one of the writer's 
lapses — "at spectacular Petra, a 10,000-year- 
old centre of Nabatean culture. " Saying that, 
some believe that Israeli tourism could prove to 
be a real threat to the peace accord, Goldberg 
quotes a Muhammad El Duhab, who he 
identifiies as Jordan's minister of economy, as 
say^ing "The behaviour of some of the Israelis in 
Jordan is likely to endanger the peace. This 
behaviour, if it continues, could lead to the 
closure of all tourist sites in Jordan to the 
Israelis." Asked to comment on Jordanian 
tabloids' and The Sunday Times' articles. 
Minister of Tourism Abdul Hah Al Khatib said, "I 
would like to highlight that the sire in question in 
Petra is that of a mosque built in the 14th 
'.century by a Mamluki Sultan, Nasser 
'Mohammad. The ministry is denying nothing. 
There was indeed an incident of misconduct, 
•and, as anywhere, "we expect that visitors to our 
country would behave appropriately and with 
respect." The minister added that at a recent, 
press conference in Berlin, Israeli Minister of 
Tourism Uzi Baram publicly apologised for what 
■u-os seen by both sides as an individual incident 
'find not a general trend by Israeli tourists. As 
for any controversy stemming from a decision to 
Timit access to the site, the minister explained 
that the trail to the mosque is quite perilous, and 
that is whv the ministry decided to restrict guided 
tours to fiio per week with an average of 20 



positively for the industry. 





fnifoneifan ^mhaffiraifor to Jordan Moham- 
mad Kawtmn Adamy, sitting wftfe Us wife, 
l^vt Marmaul and bis abOdron (stand- 
by froiB lofti Hasdaam Pabrlf Mamsariqa 
and Maynsar 

QUIET IN BUSY JAKARTA: News from 
Indonesia, w'here . politeness and grace abound, 
speaks of change on the diplomatic front. 
Ending his four-year tour of duty in Jordan and 
returning to Jakarta, possibly to retire, 
Indonesian Ambassador Muhammad Hasan 
Adamy will bid farewell to associates and friends 
this week at a reception he and his wife Tjut Adja 
Marzani are hosting tonight at the Regency 
Palace Hotel. The 62-year-old envoy began his 
foreign service career in 1957. His first foreign 
posting WAS to Tunisia from 1961 to 1964, Mr. 
Adamy has served also in Hungary, Guinea, 
Vietnam; and ■ Madagascar. His first 
ambassadorial tour of duty was to Senegal, The 
Gambia, the Ivory Coast and Gabon, with 
residence in Dakar. The couple, we are sure, 
will be missed by their many friends and 
associates in Amman. 

MIVAN MAN. IN MAJOR VAN: 

Restoration is the aim ofMivan Lid. This is the 
Irish firm that was contracted to conduct the 
delicate restoration woKk on the.Dome of Rock in 
Jerusalem. Completed last summer, the work,, 
which was funded by a SS million contribution 
from His Majesty King Hussein, was part of the 


Major reconsfruqtion and restoration projects-^ 
^^verseen by Mjvan Ltd. 'Chairman Ivan\ 
:x-gi,McCabrey. arriyed in Amman thist 

week along with the illustrious group of 30 
businesspersons who accompanied British Prime 
Muster John Major on his first Middle East tour 
since becoming prime minister. Mivan has 
conducted extensive works in the Middle East 
including hotel and housing projects in Saudi 
■Arabia. One of its more notable feats was the 
restoration of the luxury liner The Q. E. II. 
While in Jordan, McCabrey was expected to 
explore business prospects in the area. The 
restoration of the Dome of the Rock, however, 
could turn out to be its most prestigious and 
history-making accomplishment. The almost 
conspicuous quick whirl through the region of 
the British delegation seems less so when we 
note that St. Patrick's Day falls tomorrow and 
more than a few lads and lasses among the team 
would be at a loss without "a fiddle to jig to and 
a Jar of Guinness to sup. " 

MEDIA MOGULS FROM FRANCE: 

While the British Isles brought in business heavy 
weights, the French landed a large contingent of 
media moguls under the flag of "Le Press Club 
de France." In the area for a tour of Israel and 
Jordan were club Director General Michel 
Fernet and Director of Information Isabelle 
Bourdet, Jeanne Assouly of France Television 
VSD. Philippe Duigou in charge of Service 
Etrangers et Tourism for Le Monde, Christian 
Hoche, editor-in-chief of world news for 
L'Express, Francoise Lahore, editor-in-chief of 
economic news for France 2, Mac LeCarpentier, 
editor-in-chief of Telerama, Christian Luc 
Parison. in charge of tourism ser\’ice for Le 
Figaro. Claude Serillon, in charge of "Ceopolis" 
for France 2„ Jean Marc Syslvestre.chief of the 
economic service for T.F.I., Marie Boinet of 
Croup S.E.T., Jean Claude Boucher of the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Patrick Jung, 
director of development for Aftica and the 
Middle East at Groupe ACCOR, Alain Mouysset, 
of Chandris Celebrity Cruises, and a Mr. Yosha 
of the Israel Tourism Office and Mrs. Yosha, who 
is accompanied by Mrs. de Luca of the Jordan 
Tourism Office in France. The ministies of 
Information and Tourism, as well as Royal 
Jordanian are hosting the French delegation 
who are here on a "familiarisation trip." A 
dinner hosted in the group’s honour last night 
was attended by members of international and 
local press corps, and other invited guests. 

FLYING HIGH: Accomplishments were 
recorded on the national level too at the 1995 
Travel Industry Globe Awards which brought 
leaders of all sectors of the travel industry 
together to honour the recipients of the Travel 
industry Globe Awards. Among the attendees 
was Royal Jordanian's very own Regional 
DirJUK and Ireland Ahid Quntar who relayed 
the news to home base that Royal Jordanian 
placed among the top four candidates for the 
"Best Airiine-to the Middle East" categoiy. The 
winner was Emirates, and the other two 


\C4yHtS0\srs were British Airways ohd-fSitlf Air ^ 
• The occdsicm,'‘nrcorrfmg to' 
gave RJ great pubtichy, and Sltould*set the stagiT 
for a big win next year. 





Air €aiaada*s Ba Routm Mnagaabag Editoi^ 
bt-Chiaf lise Kavaty {right} and Caiia- 
diaa pbatographar Jean Baeq 

MAKING FRONT PAGE: While speaking 
of air travel publicity, Air Canada's in-flight 
magazine editor-in-chief Lise Ravary arrived in 
Amman accompanied by world-renowned 
Canadian photographer Jean Becq for a lO-day 
visit to Jordan. Their mission: reveal Jordan's 
treasures to Air Canada passengers. Jordan will 
be th£ feature destination on the cover of April's 
"en Route" magazine, seen worldwide by more 
than 12 million travelers each year. The story 
w’ill occupy at least 14 pages of the new, 
revamped in-flight magazine, published in 
Montreal. "With peace coming to Jordan, " says 
Ravary, "more and more North Ainerican visitors 
will want to discover your wonderful Kingdom. 
We are here to increase awareness of Jordan as 
a wondeiful adventure destination for worid- 
class travelers." Ravary and Becq visited 
Amman, Petra, Wadi Rum and Aqaba before 
crossing the border to Eilat for 24 hours, "to 
experience the new freedom of travel between the 
two neighboring countries." "We were 
absolutely enthralled by Petra, " says Becq. "We 
w>ent everywhere, from the High Place of 
Sacrifice to see the sun rise to the Monastery for 
sunset. It was simply amazing to photograph. " 
Wadi Rum, for jhe Canadian visitors also proved 
to be a wonderful experience. They slept under 
a Bedouin tent and e.xplored the wadi with 
young Mufleli Salem Lafeli, who, they say, just 
might find his photo on the cover of the 
magazine. Before leaving Jordan, Ravary and 
Becq promised they would return with their 
families for a holiday. What will they miss most? 
"Although Jordan is very, very beautiful," they 
say, "its main resource is its people. The 
Jordanian people w'ere incredibly nice and 
hospitable. We will never forget them." Guiding 
Ravary and Becq throughout their trip, in w'hat 
can be termed "brotherly interline ties, " uos RJ's 
Mohammad Nasser of Public Relations. 

Jennifer Hamarneh 
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Who’s ‘bug free?’ 


By Jean-Ciaatie BUas 

A bug is not wbat you think it is. Or is it? If yon have 
been using a Personal Computer (7*c) for a while 
chances are that yon have heard of so^are bugs. 
Simply put it is a programming, unintentional error. 
It could also be Just a weakness, preventing the 
product 6om behaving exactly as the user expects it 
to, according to plain logic. 

For example, if a programme runs out of memory, 
a messa^ on die screen, alerting the operator about 
the problem should be displa^d before the system 
stops. Alas, it is not always die case. 

Bugs can be gross and obvious. They wouJtf often 
interrupt the normal execution of the programme or 
even produce wrong results. Commercially released 
products however do not contain sucb evi^at flaws. 
Nevertheless, minor, well hidden bugs can exist even 
in well knovm software. These could remain dormant 
as long as the segment to wbi<di they belong is not 
activated. If tbe„ hinction or the section of the 
programme in which they are is rarely used, they may 
never show. 

Novice programmers hardly succeed in writing a 
bug-tree piece of softnm horn the Srst time. Even if 
the work is short and simple, it would usually 
under^ a debu^ng process consisting of testing the 
prograitune by runnu^ it, locating tire errors and 
then eliminating them. 

Professionals who write lar^ p/eces of code 
(another name for a source programme) still produce 
sucberrois. Sotiware has become so complkated and 
buge that generating a completely bug-free work 
would be a remarkable achievement. Witbout'^iing 
too technical, I will Just cite MScorsoft Excel 5.0 — its 
main Sie alone is Gve million cfaaracters, not to 
jnentfbfl other related tiles and Windows that all 
work in conjunction with it. At times, one may have 
as much as 10 million characters all inteia^ng 
simultaneously. How can anyone guarantee the 
absolute purity of such an amount of data? 

PC crashes therefore do occur. You may be 


chip talk 



enjoying a computer session and suddenly, without a 
warning, the madiine may tieeze and stop working. 
The only way out is to resettbePCbyswitdiingit^ 
tiien on again. Naturally any unsaved data (not 
previously saved on a disk) is lost. If you're luclty, a 
message may pop up on tbe screen t^ing you wbat 
happened. 

An infamous sucb mess^ is the “Genera/ Protec- 
tion FaulP* (GPF) that l^lndows sometimes pro- 
duces. It could happen because you are trying to run 
too many programmes simultaneously. It cc^d also 
be due to a totally unpredictable ^ult in the system^s 
handling of the extended memory. There is not much 
to do a such cases but shut the computer off and... try 
smiling. 

The GPF is very rare. I use my PC extenavely — 
several hours a day, seven days a week — and it has 
happened to me only once this year. Even then I did 
not lose madi work for I bad saved the tile I was 
working on Just a couple of minutes before the crash. 

All bugs do not necessarily lead to sudden compu- 
ter shut off. Most of them jnoduce minor inconveni- 
ence. WordPerct 5.1 for instant, does not eject 
pages properly when used with a Laseryet IT com^ti- 
ble printer. 

we have no choice but to try and adapt to software 
weaknesses, rememberfpg that these are, by far, 
outweighed by its advantage and qualities. B^des, 
working with iifformtion t^nology is like life itself 
— you never have 100 per cent guaranme on 
anything. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mnhmmmmd A» Shnqair 


FASdNATING FACTS 

ir The Gist playing cards were invented about 600 
years ago, bat no-one knows who the inventor was. 
The symbols of eacb suit stand for the different social 
dasses of the 14tb centiuy, while the fuctare cards 
represent various historical Ggures. The first packs 
produced contained 78 cards but that many prov^ too 
difficult to handle. The Joker was the supt^ trump and 
was the only one of the old pack to survive when the 
number was trimmed down. 


ik Males are more prone to colour blindness than 
females. In tiict, 1 in 200 females suffer against 1 in 12 
men. C/suafly a sufferer cannot cfisfiqgiiisb between 
sucb o^ii/s as yellow and light green. Some people 
are fuUy colourblind — all arhurs ^pear in shades of 
biadc and white. 

si- -A- 

^ The more you move your muscles, the more they 
produce a fluid called ‘^sarco/acdc add*' which gatbeis 
around the masde, making it **tired". When you sle^ 
or rest, your body rids itself of this add, repairs your 
Joints and rediarges your nerve cells. 


ir Does a spoontiil of si^ar keep the ‘*bicaips** down? 
Yes, it's true. It has been proven that it can work on 
some people. 

TIME FOR FUN 

B A man wore the table doth round his neck while 
having bis lunch at a renowned restaurant. Tire owner 
of the restaurant asked the waiter to draw tadfiilly the 
customer's attention to change the podtion of the 
towel. The waiter politely bowed to the man and said: 
“Excuse me, sir. Do you want to get your hair cut or 
shave?" 

B Milton, who was blind, married a wild sharp- 
tongued woman. It bsnpei^ one day cbat be bean/ 
DukeofBudangbamdescnbeherastieingarose. The 
p^t at once said: “Though my blindness is unable to 
distinguish its co/our, it must actually be a rose since I 
feel its thorns prick my sides every day. " 

B FATHER: When George Washington was at your 
age, be used to work much and eats a 
, lot. 

SON : ... and when he was as old as you are now, he 
was the president of the USA! 

LET^S CHAT IN ARABIC 

— You're a luck fellow. Ittaahadukbsooniahxota 

— your&tber^anbojiestntan. 

Abooka rvnfoD ameoi. 

— Why are you angry? rjwnatha ante 

^ She's the queen of my heart. 

Innaha fiwMa/ie gaJbi. 

— You're a stubborn human being. 

ttmaha Insaaooa aaeed. 

— flbe saved bis career. Angatbatmastaqbala^. 

Such was the result of his efforts. 

Raathehi nafeq/afri jaboodtitL 

— Mabeyourseifatbojne. 

Kboz kaamd raabaWa kama law konta tee manriHb 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 
YES OR NO 

1. Are jsopgooses immune to snake venom? 

2. Were salamanders once believed to be able to live 
in tire? 


3. Are p^kins small apples? 

4. Was Cape Keanetty jmsviously called Cape Candv- 
al? 

5. Is a bolero a buU-tigJiter? 

6. Does Cbe eating of certain frmts cause ben-ten? 

7. Is Canada's longest river called the St. Lawrence? 

8. Are there any frogs that nurse their young (Le. 
suckle them)? 


GAMES 

YOUR LUCKY NUMBER 

Namerok^ is extremely fantastic and amusing . , 
Take, for instance, your own name and see wbat 
number it is equal to. You will be able to do this in ^e i 
foUowingway: A stands for one, Bfyr two, C for three \ 
and so son. When you readi I, which is 9, commence 
again and give J the value of one, then continue. To 
make all this dear, we will set out tte va/ues of the 
complete alphabet: 

1 = AJ S 2 = B KT 
3 ^ CLU 4 ^ DMV 
5 = ENW 6 ^ FOX 
7 ^ GPY 8^ HQ Z 9 = I R — 

Thus, suppose your name is JOAN SHIRLEY, the 
letters resolve tbezose/ves in to the following aumbecs: 

JOAN SHIRLEY 

l+6-hl+5 -h l+8+9+9-h3-h5+7+ = 55 
55*5+5*Ifi*J + 0*I 

From all that we have said, it will be dear that tite 
trirtbdate may be used fw Gnding tbe personal 
number, or the letters of tbe naine may be. On rare 
occasions, tbe two ways will provide tbe same number. 
When this is the case, great faith ^ould be placed in 
tfaat number. Bat, wh^ tbe two ways give different 
numbers, Wbat? Does one disprove the other? Not a 
bit of it. You amply have two numbers favourite to 
you. 

PUZZLES 
A FLOATER 

This fdanet is ^ times heavier than tbe danetEartii, 
but if it could be placed in water, it woala Goat. Wbidi 
planet is it? 

Answer each due and tbe dagonal line of cirdes will 
^peO oat tbe planet. 

— When the sun goes down 

— Takes pictures 

— ’ Mom 

— On rainy days tbe sity is full of... 

— Tbe Amazon and tbe Nfle are... 

» We breatbe this gas to live 




Q_ 


The madman*s 
manifesto 




I fly Samer CAaiefl Bagaeen 

' It is very reassuring to know that there are still 
people around u$ who sense the predicaments that 
the Jordanian sodety is going through. One such 
il luminating tbou^t came from the daily AI Ra'i 
newspaper columnist Taieq Masarweb where be 
yearoea ibr reviving tbe gentler aspects of tbe 
Jordanian way of life of tbe 1940s. Part of what 
inspired him to write wbat he wrote was a book. The 
book by the Jordanian wnter Abdel Rahman Munif, 
A Biography of A Gty: Amman la The 19^. 

lam quite certain cbat there is a lot of scope in our 
present ways of life to accommodate wbat both these 
writers are advocating. Personally, I have long since 
come to genuinely believe that our present social 
trends can only lead us to terrible things. And that 
seeking refuge in sudi writing is one way of escaping 
tbe present condition. 

About tbe book itself, Munif telb us that it is not 
meant to be a record of Amman *s history in tbe 1940s 
but should ratber be taken as a “paraUd" reading, 
one tiuough the eyes of a person who lived in that 
period of time. He writes that be believes it usetid to 
d^cribe^ bow he saw things and bow he knew or got 
to Jluiow them without referring to tbe accepted 
version of history. Hence making tbe whole exercise 
more stimulating and revealing through uncalcu- 
lat^ exploratioas. 

But while an author cannot force others to see 
people and places as he saw them or as he or she 
would have Uked to see them, there are certain times 
when a passing gfinipse of tbe past can sbabe people 
out of a callous way of existence that has long since 
dominated their irfe. 

Unmistak ably , our way oflife has become reckless 
and cruel. And sadly, we can only sit and watdi it 
become even more so. And this is where the 1940s 
provide us with tbe refijge. Those were times when 
Amman was tiiU of ham working and proud indi- 


viduals, where there were neither roads nor tars, 
neither hospitals nor universities and neither ffctor- 
ies nor hotels, and where children walked bare/b- 
oted, but where people genuinely cared for and 
respected each other. 

So while we should not let re^n and retiectioa 
control our unconscious expressions and while we 
slmuid not allow ima^ation to get strangled by 
reasoned deliberation, there is always real life. And 
there is also tbe relationship between a place and its 
inhabitants to heed. For a place earns its cbaracteris- 
tics through its inhabitants as they shape tbe places 
and places they inhabit. And the people earn in 
return certain attributes they would otherwise not 
have gained bad they lived elsewhere. 

So where did we go wroi^? And there is no point 
in pretending that everything is alri^t with us, for 
the pi>in in our hearts and the Bight of tbe mind to die 
past are tbe symptoms of our present malaise. But 
again we are trapped for we cannot bring hack those 
older days nor would it be wise to try to revive tbem. 
Even so, we must not surrender. 

duldren and grandcbUdren ^lould be taught 
about tbe way our fathers and grandfathers lived. We 
should tell tbem bow Amman was back then: tell 
them bow its old name Pbhadeipbia means brother^ 
love, teU them about tbe path of tbe old river that 
flon^fiom RasAlAin through to tbe amjtiutbeatre 
and Ain Gbazal, tell tbem about tbe tr^ that 
flourished on both sides of this river, tell tbem about 
tbe flood of 1943, about tbe great expectations and 
even greater ^saf^intmen^, and tell tbem how 
Amman turned to tbe river for life before it 
eventually turned its back on it when it became a city 
of concrete. 

It is books sucb as the one by Munif that could get 
us thinking again about our present predicaments 
and about the madmens' new manifestoes we are 
forced to listen to and watch being built day in and 
day out. For if there is more than one truth tiien no 
onehastbe r^tanswer, so wbynotUsten toaooae? 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 
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7?r« programme la provided to dw Jor* 
dan Times by Jordan Television. Any 
changes In the programme Is the sole 
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change in the pr^ramme Is 
responsibility or JTV. 

Thursday, Btareb Tfl 

7:3$ Road To Avoidea 


8:30 Tbe Woe Revohttkm 
9:10 £JV.G. 

JOdO News In 
10:20 Fedan fSba 
12:00 The Exile 

FrUmy, IBavdb f 7 

7:30 Street Hawk 
8d0 Desaaoad*s 
&50 You Bet Yoar Life 
9:10 The Law And Horry McG^w 
lOdO News la 
lOdO Doeaiaealiary 
Saturday, March 18 

7:30 Road To Avoalea 

When She Was Bad. She Was Horrid 

Sara trades places with Jo Pitts, a street-smart waif 
who could pass as Sara's twin. 

8:15 Tbe Nmuty 

9:10 Tbe Cape Rebel 

lOdO News la Kn^bsh 

loas Rath ReadeB^s Mystery — Tbe Veiled One 

Storing: Gec^ge Baker & Christopher Ravenscroti 

Tbe movie tells the story of an old woman who is. 
murdered in a very mysterious setfiog. 

12.-00 Piano Coacerfo No. I by Beetbovea 

(The prograrmie is presented by Dudley Moore) 

MnKhqr, March 19 

700 Tbe Bold And Tbe Beautiful 
ftJO Abaost Home 
9d0 The Album Show 
9:30 Beartbed 

A local programme presented by Maha Addasi 

lOdO News la 


10:20 Feature Fibn — freeze JFYame 

Starring: Shannon Doherty & Charles Head 

Tbe movie tells tbe uabelievaMe tale of bow a team 
of woukNre bigb school reporters expose corporate 
corruption. 

1280 Tbe HSddea Room 


Muuday, March 20 

7:30 Tbe Bald And The SeaatiM 
880 Docamentaty — Diving In Tbe Red Sea 
980 Soatb Beach 

A bootlegger is tracked down after killing an FBI 
agent. 

1080 News la ByHA 
1080 Scarlet Arad mack 

JuUen never stops treading on perilous groumb as be 
raises a new love affair. 


nkus^y, March 21 

780 Tbe Bold And Tbe BeaatffnI 
880 Bmae Ir^trovemeat 
9:10 Docameatarj — bhfm Of Thfaya 
A Sky Full Of Planes 

« 

10:00 News In KaagHtOf 
1080 Ernest Haaiegway 

story of Ore American wnter Ernest Hea^rgnay. 

Wndntssaay, March 22 

780 Tbe Bold And Tbe Beantifdl 

880 Docmneatary — Tbe Marvehas Macbfoe 

980 Berim ibvak 

^ Awm an miea^ 

albance and become profestiond “eapediteis.” 

10:00 News In FjigKeSt 

1080 Prism 

A local programme presented by Nida' Ramahi 

1080 Snowy RNer 
11:10 £enpo^ Afipeanuictf 
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Best picture — feelgood Gump or tough Pulp 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Speculation continues in 
tile Ghn community about 
whether Academy Award 
voters will favour the feel- 
good comedy-drama For- 
rest Gump or the provoca- 
tive^ violet Pulp Ection 
as best picture. 

Most critics organisa- 
tions have favoured Pulp 
Fiction^ Quentin Taranti- 
no’s hard-bitten ^aj^ter 
saga. But academy mem- 
bers are inclined to be 
more conservative, and 
the general feeling is that 
Forrest Gump will prevail. 

Also nominated for 
5esr Picture: The British 
comedy Four W^^ngs 
And A Funeral; Roterr 
Bedford’s drama a6fe/evi- 
sion’s game scandal. Quiz 
Show; and the prison saga 
The Sbawsbank Redemp- 
tion. 

Along with The Lion 
King, Forrest Gump 
broke the S300 million 
mark in domestic ticket 


sales. 

^**These things happen 
very, very rarely,” said 
the Sim's director, Robert 
Zemeckis. ’’You’re always 
just hoping that you'll 
make your negative costs 
back.” 

The director credits 
much of the success of 
Forrest Gump to the por- 
trayal by Tom Hanks. 

"Tom bad the character 
90 per cent comptefed by 
the end of rehearsals.” 
Zemeckis said, ’’and he 
soon Snisbed tiie rest. So 
by the time we came to the 
important scenes on the 
bus-stop bench, he was 
prepared. We purposely 
scheduled that in mid- 
shooting so he would be 
ready. ” 

The most talked-about 
scenes in Forrest Gump 
were the hero’s meetings 
at the White House with 
Presidents Kennedy and 
Johnson. They had been 


written into the script, but 
how to Sim them? Com- 
puter magic to the rescue. 
Hanks' image was injected 
into archiv^ footage. 

Another piece of com- 
puter magic was removing 
Gary Sinise's lower legs 
after his on-screen woujid- 
ing in Vietnam. 

The saga of Pulp Fiction 
dates badt to 1986, when 
Tarantino was trying to 
write movie scripts while 
working in a video store. 
He decided to write short 
Sims like the stories in old 
pulp crime magazines. 
One of the stories became 
bis directonay debut. Re- 
servoir Dogs. Anofber 
was Pulp Ection. 

’’Studios didn’t go for 
it,” recalled producer 
Lawieuce Bender. “But 
we bad six offers torn 
so-called independents. 
Miramax is so aggrestive 
that we went with them. 

“All they asked was if it 
had to be that long (2 \>6 


boms). We said yes. They 
wanted an R rating, ^ 
course, but we bad plan- 
ned for an R rating all 
along. ” 

Tarantino was able to 
attract a stellar cast. “All 
of the actors worked on a 
favoured natiom’ basis, 
meaning they received the 
same f^, plus a percen- 
tage of the pToSts," said 
Bender. With the^m top- 
ping an $85 million 
dojoesizc £F0S5, the actors 
should be enjoying addi- 
tional cbecfcs. 

Quiz Show had been in 
develo^anent for years by 
Barry Levinson’s Balti- 
more Pictiires before Red- 
foid read a script in 1993. 
He was immediately intri- 
gued by the tale of the 
scandals that ruined 
careers and disillusioned 
Americans in the late 
1950s. He joined his Wild- 
wood Enterprises with 
Baltimore and co- 


produced and directed tbe 
Em. 

The casdi^ of the role 
of Charles Van Doren, the 
scion of a literary family 
who con6sssed be cheated 
as a quiz contestant, pre- 
sented problems. 

“We bad gpne through 
the ikt of young Ajnencau 
actors, but it was hard to 
Gnd one who could be 
patrician and have depth 
and pain,” co-producer 
hGcbael Nozik said. 

“An English agent sug- 
jested Rai^ Fiennes, and 
be came to New York 
ffom Poland, where be 
was filming Schindler’s 
list. Redftm had seen a 
little of his television 
work, but not much. Red- 
ford says be saw in his 
eyes the pain and the vul- 
uerabib'Q' and the intelli- 
gence.” 

Quiz Show played well 
in urban areas, but failed 
to catch a wide audience, 
grossing only t24 million 


domestically. The 6Im was 
criticised by survivor^ of 
the scandals, who said it 
wntained many inaccur- 
ades. 

Said Kozik: “I think the 
Sim captured the essence 
of those moments. It nev- 
er purported to be a 
documentary. Time was 
condensed. Characters 
were combined, as is done 
in historical pieces. The 
spirit of that time was 
accurately capnired and 
related.’’ 

Like Pulp Fiction, The 
Sbawsbank Redemption 
took a long time to reach 
the screen. Frank Dara- 
bont bought the rights to 
the Scepben King novella 
in 19^, bur didn’t 
around to writing a script 
until four or Sve years. 

“Finally, the day came 
when I Imew / had to 
either put up or shut up, ” 
the writer-director recal- 
led. “I sat down and wrote 


it in about eight weeks and 
got the project up at Cas- 
tle Rock in a very short 
time.” 

Sbawsbauje (the name 
of the prison) tells of two 
lifers, played by Um Rob- 
bins and Morgan Free- 
man, who learn to survive 
in the brutal conditions of 
a Maine prison. The 
movie performed dis- 
appointingly in its release 
last year, tho'u0'retums 
have picked up since the 
nomination. It’s made $21 
million so far. 

Darabont conceded the 
title may have been off- 
putting to some ticket 
buyers. 

“Given what happened 
to us' and what happ>ened 
to Quiz Show, which was 
pretty much released the 
same way, we probably 
should have gone to a 
wide release in our second 
week, while that critical 
beat was working in our 


favour,” he said. 

'*Also, for some reason 
Amerrcan audiences seem 
loath to take on a movie 
they pierceive as possibly 
depressing. The irony h 
that the picture is anytiiin^ 
but depressing.” 

Four Weddings And A 
Funeral was a surprist 
nominee as best picture 
since comedies rarely re 
ceive Academy Aware 
consideration. The tiln 
scored a rousing domestit 
gross of $53 million ant 
made a box-office star o' 
Hugh Grant. He played i 
charming, maladroi] 
bachelor who balked a’ 
matrimony. \ 

About his newfoum 
fame: “You have to re 
member it's unusual fo 
me to even have a job, le 
alone to have a success o 
get a prize. ...I assumei 
(’Four Weddings') wouh 
be a turkey, like all m, 
other tilms. ” 


Jodie Foster could win. Best Actress 
for speaking unknown language 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — 
Sophia Loren won her 
Academy Ayi^rd spxaking 
Italian. Jane Wyman arid 
Marlee Matlin won theirs 
by not speaJdn^ at all. 
Could Jodie Foster be 
chosen the best lead ac- 
tress of 1994 by talking a 
language no one under- 
stands? 

Foster is nominated for 
her role in Nell as the 
isolated mountain woman 
whose speech followed the 
pattern of her sfroJte- 
impaired mother. Also 
nominated for the 67th 
Academy Awards are Jes- 
sica Lange, the troubled 
army wife of Blue sky; 
Miimida Richardson, T.S. 
Eliot’s mentaiiy disturbed 
first wife in Tom And Viv; 
Winona Ryder, the 
spunky Jo in Little 
Women; and Susan Saran- 
don, the tenacious lawyer 
in The Client, 

Foster could win her 
third Oscar. Her first 
Academy nomination 
came as Supporting Ac- 
tress in Taxi Driver when 
she was not yet a teena- 
ger. Her transition ffom 
child actress to adult was 
signaled by ber (Oscars for 
The Accused in 1988 and 
The Silence Of The 
Lambs in 1^1. 

Foster wasn’t sure she 
could manage the role of 
Nell 

“I’m too controlUng,” 


she said, “and you always 
see too much intelligence 
in what I do. ...Ultimate- 
ly, when you get down to 
it, the greatest thing about 
this character is that she is 
entirely, emotionally 
available. ” 

Blue Sky, for which 
Lange was accord^ her 
sixth academy nomina- 
tion, had a curious his- 
tory. The fflm was made 
four years ago, then was 


shelved when Orion Ec- 
tures plun^d into fioan- 
dal disarray and bank- 
ruptcy. The director. 
Tony Richardson (Tom 
Jones), died of AIDS 
complications in 1991. 

As the studio partly rec- 
overed ffom its Snandal 
problems. Blue Sky was 
pven a limited release in 
1994. Critics responded 
fyvourably, espedally for 
Lange’s portrait of Tom- 



Ac t rm ss Wbtoua Ryder 
tbm film Lfttfe Hfbin«n 


Jo Mardi in 


my Lee Jones’ wife, Carly 
Marshall. 

Lange, Academy 
Award winner as support- 
ing actnsss in Tootsie in 
1982, was surprised by the 
attention sbe receivexl for 
Blue Sky. 

“It’s odd with this film 
because there was so 
much delay between when 
we did it and when it was 
finally released. Your 
attachment to it had be- 
come very vague. To get 
this kind of recognition 
has been tike a gjft, a 
ttot-expected present,” 
she said. 

“Parts like Carly are 
easier forme, because you, 
don’t have to tbmk about 
yoiff par^etats? W/Cb a 
character like this you can 
do anything. It’s great to 
be able to t^e it as far out 
there as you possibly can. 
To me that’s the most 
ffm.” 

Richardson, who was 
nominated as supporting 
actress in Damage in 1992, 
retuim as contender for 
lead actress. 

Vivien Eliot was a tr^c 
Ggure whose erratic be- 
haviour prompted the 
poet T.S. Eliot to commit 
her to a mental institution 
where sbe peacefully lived 
out her days. Ridtardsoa, 
who was praised for her 
role as the Ir^ terrorist in 
Tlie C^ing Game, was 
asked it playing the emo- 
tion of the erratic Viv 
proved an ordeal. 

“I think people want to 
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bear that it was, that you 
had a nervous break- 
down,” sbe smiled. “It 
was really quite joyffil to 
play, b^use sbe has a 
chance to express berseif 
in what sbe does. It is 
actually quite liberating.” 

Rydsr, nominated for 
ber siippo/tiqg role in The 
Age Of Innottcence . last 
year, was cited for her 
lead performance in Little 
Women. It’s the same role 
Katharine Hepburn play- 
ed in 1933 and June Ally- 
son in 1949. 

Ryder recalled seeing 
the two previous versions 
when sbe was younger. 


but she avoided them in 
preparing for the new 
Em. 

“I kind of instantly con- 
nected to a lot of the stuff 
sbe was going through,” 
Ryder said. ’’Normal 
adolescence has always 
fysdnated me in terms of 
portraying it because it is 
so compUcated and con- 
tradictory. 

“Ere struck me as hu- 
man, as opposed to a lot 
of draracters you read in 
scripts, who are either one 
way or another. Good or 
bad. Right or wrong. I saw 
Jo as tub of everything. ” 

Sarandon has remarked 


that many people have 
suggested to her that sbe 
resembles O.J. Simpson 
prosecutor Marcia Clark. 
The resemblance may not 
only be physical; it may 
relate to Sarandon’s role 
as the dogged, dedicated 
lawyer in The Client, 
which won her an 
Academy nonunatron. 
^in the last Em that 
nought her a nomination, 
Lorenzo’s Oil, the actress 
played a mother who de- 
fied the medical establish- 
ment to seek a treatment 
for ber disabled son. In 
The Oient, sbe is Reggie 
Love, who battles the leg- 


al powers to proucr a b>_ 
who witness^ a murdc 
“Lately, I like to pi 
people that I like and th 
I admire,” she observe, u 
“because in spite of tfac;. 
frailties, they take m 
chance of some kind. v< 
“They’re all pevpie wj" 
come up against a mome ^ 
when they have to act oj^ 
way or another, and tb> 
decide to become a pr 
tagonist in their own livt^ 
And that’s interesting ^ 
me. I’m not interest^ 
playing people who yt 
know at the beginning ^ 
the movie that they' a 
heroes. ” 


Will Tom Hanks double up and beat the dealer? 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
// Tom Hanbs is proc- 
laimed best actor of 1994 
at the Academy Awards 
on March 27, he will have 
accomplished a moviedom 
rarity: winning Oscars 
back-to-back. 

It’s not exactly on a par 
with a Grand Slam in ten- 
ms or UCLA's string of 
SCAA basketball titles. 
But only four actors have 
done it in academy history 
— Luise Rainer, Spencer 


Tracy, Katharine Hep- 
bum and Jason Robards. 
Nominated this year as the 
overachieving simpleton 
in Forrest Gump, Hanks 
last year was named best 
actor for Philadelphia. 

^ Hanks is no shoo-in, 
according to conventional 
wi^om. Hollywood dear- 
ly loves a comeback story, 
and few have been as 
dramatic as John Travol- 
ta’s return as the Et-man 
charmer in Pulp Fiction. 


The Best-Actor categ- 
ory includes three other 
powerful performances: 
Nigel Hawthorne, the dot- 
ty monarch in The Mad- 
ness Of King George; 
Rau/ Newman, the town 
crank in Nobody's Fool; 
Morgan Freeman, the 
pragmatic convict in The 
^aw^ank Redemption. 

When Freeman first 
read the script of The 
Sbawsbank Redemption, 
he was taken with the 


we* 





John 7>9VOfea in a seana from Palp PieUon 


character of Red, the tifer 
in a bmtal prison who 
earns a reputation for sup- 
plying all the other con- 
victs* needs, no matter 
what the contraband. 

“It was a great script 
and a great character,” 
the actor conunented on 
the set of Seven, bis cur- • 
rent Em. “Red is the nar- 
rator of the Em, so be sort 
of dictates the action. It’s 
the kind of role an actor 
yearns for.” 

The role brought bis 
third Academy Award 
nomination: he previously 
was named for support as 
the street pimp in Street 
Smart and for lead actor 
as the driver in Driving 
Miss Daisy. 

Freeman is not one of 
those actors who agomses 
over bis roles. “I just look 
over the script and deliver 
the lines,” be said. “I fi- 
gure if you have to talk 
too much about a part, 
maybe you shoEdn’t be 
doing it. ” 

Through most of his 
career. Hanks bad been 
known as a comedy actor, 
beginning in a silly sitcom. 
Bosom Buddies, and ris- 
ing to an Academy Award 
nomination as b^t actor 
for Big. Last year, be went 
serious as the AIDS- 
stricken lawyer who tights 
for bis job in PhiladelpEa. 


The Oscar resEted. 

“I have been walkiagon 
the peaks of the moon for 
a coup/e of years, ”be told- 
the media after winning 
bis Golden Globe for For- 
rest Gump. 

“I know that 1 am gomg 
to choke one of these days 
down the line. I hope I 
have my head in a pretty 
ff)od place when that hap- 
pens. I know for a fact, 
folks, that one of these 
days at a press junket or a 
Em opening, you’re all 
going to say, 'what hap- 
pened, Tom? Why Ed you 
— wbaf prompted you? 
What were you tbink- 
mg?’” 

Hawthorne created the 
role of the daft George HI 
on the stage and repeated 
in the movie The Madness 
Of King George, winnmg 
criticE aoclaun as well as 
an Academy Award 
nomination. Born in 
Coventry, England, and 
raised in South Affica, the 
actor was little known in 
the United States. He long 
has been one of England’s 
distinguished actors in 
theatre and television. His 
few Ems include Gandhi, 
Erefox and Demolition 
Man. 

’’The Oscars were 
sometEng in a million 
years I never would have 
associated myself with, 
even as a member of the 


auEeaoe, let Eone as a 
nominee, ” be said. ‘^It was 
just beyond the scope of 
jny-im^ination^” 

“Now it’s El sort of 
starting to get a reaiity. 
ru have to iron my sErts 
and all that. ” 

Industrial-strength 
Newman, longest lasting 
of today’s stars, tallied Es 
eighth best-actor nomina- 
tion for Es role in No- 
body’s Fool He received 
the Oscar for The Colour 
Of Money in 1986. 

With Had, The Hustler, 
Cool Hand Luke and 
other films, Newman 
established bis portrayE 
of the anti-hero, society’s 
loser. He specEated: “I 
tbiEt it’s a way of saying, 
’there’s more to me than 
what I look like. ” 

“I didn’t seek out those 
roles. They're probably 
written better. Maybe it's 
because the writers — 
good writers — try to 
dioose people who are 
loners or anti-heroes for 
characters. ” 

Travolta's last Oscar 
nomination came in 1977 
for Saturday Night Fever. 
“I’m pretty excited about 
being red^vered by the 
academy, ” he said, aadmg 
chat his roller coaster 
career smee 1977 “makes 
me much more apprecia- 
tive.:’ 
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Tioin Hanks in tbm movie Porrast Gsaqi 


The actor said that 
when he read Quentin 
Tarantino’s script be reE- 
ised “I had to pEI out all 
the stops. ...I said to my- 
self, ‘this is one of those 
rare opportunities of a 
good script — maybe even 
a great script — and a 
terrific director who’s will- 


ing to put Es reputai * 
on Che line.’” .w 

Travolta said be 
“reborn" by the reaci^* 
to PEp Fiction — •*! 
wasn’t that I just coubS 
get a job; the jobs I o 3 
get were nor near 
quEity that I started 
with.” I' 
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\Audiological technology is successful 

I How Beethoven could 

be helped today 


'By Ebahard Nitscbke 


^ONN — ‘*Beetbovea'$ 
hiouse is Boon's iand- 
^Qiarkt” says the tourist 
nvcbure, Bonn will this 
celebrate tbe 225tb 
^'fiitbday of Ludm^ van 
^!^eetboven, tbe town's 
’.f^atest son. Tbe many 
hbousands of Beethoven 
oans who every year visit 
ihilie bouse where be was 
•om, which is now being 
r*eoovared, also JSnd four 
^^cbnical exhibits wbicb 
: ^re closely bound up with 
genius's fate. They are 
li(ig ear trumpets — tbe 
stttempts of a then still 
:nnpotent technology to 
'elp tbe deaf — with 
^Pbicb the great composer, 
•‘’bo lost ba bearing early, 
^ed to complete bis life's 




prk. 

“a Tbe “apparatases” 
-^ere constructed between 
'•S12 and 1814 by mecha- 
nic Johann Nepomui: Ada/- 
, il, who later became 
I (uncus for inventing tbe 
■ 'eironome (tbe instru- 
\ent used in music for 
‘^arking time). Beetb- 
}iyeo, bom in Bonn in 
ufTO, died in Vienna in 
a^27. Hfs last grand piano, 
acfe available to nim by 
Viennese court piano- 
fa&er Konrad Graf, is 
I'jso a special construction 
cfT someone bard of hear- 
iircg. The piano came to 
'itonn via Switzerland. 
e lAdmirers of BeetJi- 
|<ioen's music today are 
idsocked by sucfa an aid. 
ut^en Schindler, Beetfa- 
I ^en's confidant and 
* *”‘cretaiy, reported four 
.^Ijars before the master’s 
d/at&vthat Beetiioven’s 
of the ^kistrameot 
d an *'unbaimonious, 
mirJeed deafetzing” effect 
" g'* on tfsteners. ne state- 
' cti tbe-art in technology 
|:^pd medicine in those 
ys couIdn*t help Beeth- 
haisn. 

Today, tbe German 
npany Steoieos, one of 
e world's biggest 
i ^^,*ctrO‘tecbnology and 
^a^ctrojiics &7n5, adver- 
1^ Qf >.*5 its hearing aids with 
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TIm t hr ee ch amnai in-ear hear* 

iag^OaSTA 

fluff conqMiqrSVflBwns jliSovff/ 
If a flun^ of tecfeffofogy. ffiff 
luraQr visiMfl aid can, wMpat 

rmaotm €Otttni mmly by ^ 

pnssofabattonbyiheMiwfy 
man pictured ^b€tan&d to up 


to foar hoaring programmes^ 
ovoD wflmn lAara h dBstagbbtg 
haAgnundlaa^ Btiow, om 
If shodM wfMff am sons In 
Bonn tfw four Bearing inslnr- 
nuirtf dut Ladwig van Beeth- 
oven used in vain (09 prwss 
pbbto) 


Beethoven's problems, 
although without namid^ 
the niaster. The company 
has achieved with new 
bearing aid amplifiers — 
what hitherto hardly 


seemed possible ^ to so 
amplify low tones that 
they enter the mahunc- 
tioning ear undistorted. 

”K-Amp"isis tbe name 
of an integrated semicon- 


ductor switch. It has been 
developed for patients, 
such as Beethoven was, 
whose demands for tone 
quality are particularly 
b^ — Jhter-Natioaes. 
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SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK^ PUZZLE 



Loss W«ek‘a CrjrpSOKria* 

1. Caf* p«lron drop* eiifhiocn tdaspooni of augar into lit* 
eorr«* without sttrrine it, a* he doosn't want it too aw««t, 

2. Tucha of Robin Hoed'* band, would be considered a lousy 
cook today beeauso h« was a friar. 

3. WoDsaii raliibitinic lafcrlerity conpisx take* courso ta 
positive thinkiBK. but now she's positively sure that she's 
iaforior. 

4. Stoke cindora from a hot fir* carefully; don’t iaak« aa ash 

of yourself, 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. ^N. iJBQM AITGUU JWM INJUUC EIGUC. 

ARPQNM: "R EJWB BX UNJM BQN URON XO 
QRPQl'C BBlTG IRUNC.' — BF Sol TUsAher 

2. BSYY ASynT D5IYYOBESI SP EMPIIUGO 

IIUBCOK Nil TUX ntSBOOKZ DOE 
DAKSSTKOK. - By Bd Uuddlewa 

3.STUSDCNY PGSDGOr FOSXNT R N B C G V S 0 
PLABNBnGADBO F L A R N B B G A D B O O X , 

— Bf Barbara J, Rug]| 

4.ZJAWWSOR FRTQO FUDZ FBRNC QW QOAKqP 
('DBZEBM HACKQD EZ FISH BOM CUSIN, 
FHiljr AR “FdaYC SOM TSYC." 

— BylU:.Dq{yie 


Breaking tbe spell 
of genetic therapy 

The dangers of anew technology — from 
combatting disease to designer people 


By Atktael £mmrnc6 

FRANKFURT AM 
main — There's 
obviously something 
magic about genes. If 
thepns used in conjunc- 
tion with medidne, some 
people seem to lose all 
touch with reafiiy. One of 
tbe magic speUs in d^ 
mand at the moment is 
genetic therapy. For those 
in fyvour this means cas- 
tles 10 the air, those 
against have honror vi- 
sions. But there need not 
be a holy war: Genetic 
therapy ^ something that 
can be quickly reduced to 
realistic basics. 

The history of genetic 
therapy began five years 
ago; tiie genetk: therapy 
age began in Germany in 
1993. A few days ago, tbe 
German Me/tical Gbimd/ 
issued guidelines for ex- 
perimental methodology. 
Critics of genetic tedinol- 
ogy see them as too lax, 
whilst to some doctors 
tiiey are too stringent. But 
because genetic tiierapy is 
oing through a massive 
oom, regulation is 
needexi. In order to pro- 
les patients, medical staff 
and tbe environment, 
standlards have to be set. 
That is why tbe guidelines 
make sense in principle. 

Medicine is powerless 
against many diseases or 
has onfy limited effects. 
Because genetic therapy 
appeared to o&r help, it 
quickly developed tbe role 


of a bearer of b<me. 
Whether it can really fulffl 
this role is not yet dear. 
Bat genetic andys^ and 
genetic therapy provide 
doctors for tbe Gist time, 
in theory at least, with a 
convincing concept in 
n ndenetandiag and Com- 
bating disease. 

Tbk idea is based on the 
recognition that genes reg- 
ulate tbe functions of life 
and are thus also involved 
in occurrences of illness. 
Sucb diseases should 
therefore be eliminated 
and replaced, repair^ or 
reprogramm^ with intact 
information. Thar is Just 
tbe second step. Resear- 
chers are currently in- 
volve in usipg mutated 
cells to strengthen tbe 
organism's immune sys- 
tem and to stimulate tbe 
body's own kiUer cells. 

ne new weapons of tbe 
biomedical arsenal are 
supposed to be used 
against diseases such as 
cancer, AIDS, numerous 
hereditary illnesses and 
various bleart and circula- 
toty diseases, in order to 
combat them more suc- 
cessfully than before. But 
no one should expect 
miraculous cures. At this 
stage scientists are more 
concerned with gaining 
knowledge, not about 
healing. In addition, 
methods have yet to be 
folly developed. So for 
doctors have not suc- 
ceeded in setting the new 
gene into a chosen loca- 
tion of tbe poetic make- 


ups. 

. That is why it is oot 
char bow tbe body reacts 
to tbe new genes. Could 
they perhaps set off unde- 
sirable diaoges, even can- 
cer? Wbat would happen 
if they escaped into tbe 
environment? The choice 
of vehicle to carry tbe 
genetic cargo into the re- 
ceptive cells is crucial. 
Some scientists utilise 
viruses. One particualr 
type of virus is however 
able to hifiuenoe cells 
other than those targeted 
cells and thus cause 
changes in poetic make- 
up. 

That K a risk that one of 
tbe German jnoneers of 
genetic therapy, Roland 
Metrelsmann, does not 
want to take at present. 
That is why be rejects 
viruses as gene transpor- 
ters. The medical coup's 
ffudelines do allow this 
though. When genetic 
therapy is talked about, it 
is its somatic variant that 
is meant, in other words 
the transformation of 
body cells. Manipulation 
of gender cells is forbid- 
den in Germany; this 
method also transfers 
genetic iaformation to tbe 
offqfiring. 

Mote and more doubt is 
befog cast on this taboo, 
however. This is why the 
German Medical Council 
only excludes reproduce 
tive therapy “currently**. 
This provides stimulus for 
watering down the ban. 
Of course there are sound 


arguments for rcfnvduc- 
tive therapy: who could 
object to children being 
spared tbe genes which 
caff.se serious illness and 
therefore the suffering? 

But the objections 
weigh more heavily. Who 
wilt put forward a cam- 
logue of therapy for wbicb 
disease and on wbat 
cnteria? Should dwarGsm 
be corrected, must a 
tendency to obesity be 
aired? And if one follows 
the absurdly strange de- 
bate in tbe U.S., where 
lesearchers even suspect 
genes of having tbeir own 
mentality, it is easy to 
imagine that criminal, 
alcohoGc and homeless 
people could be 
threamned with reproduc- 
tive therapy so that they 
do not pass on tbe asocial 
behaviour supposedly 
anchored in their genes. * 
Abuse cannot be ex- 
cluded therefore. Mould- 
ing of designer people in 
tune with tbe times would 
be tbe coasequence. That 
is why reproductive ther- 
apy must remain taboo. 
That does not go for 
somatic genetic merapy, 
even if it has an incalail- 
able dimensioD. But no 
new ground can be broken 
without risk. If one weighs 
up tbe pros and cons of 
genetic therapy, then the 
prospect of being better 
able to fight disease 
weighs more heavily than 
the doubts outlined above 
— Frankfurter Rund- 
schau. 


Working to crack killer 
diseases at Atlanta*s CDC 


By Nicole Desbayes 
Agence France Presse 

ATLANTA. Georgia — 
Shrouded in an airtight 
wit connecred to an oxygen 
tank, an investigator 
works totally isolated 
from outside in the heart 
of the Centre for Disease 
Control’s (CDC) high 
security research centre. 

This laboratory and an 
identical one adjoining it 
in Building 15 is reserved 
for the CDC's most sensi- 
tive investigations into a 
myriad of mvsterious kil- 
lers. 

The E Coli bacteria, an 
acute and deadly form of 
food poisoniag^ the rat- 
bome Hantivirvs, which 
auses fatal pneumonia or 
irreversible attacks on the 
victim's kidneys, and the 
AIDS virus are only some 
of the latest such cases. 

Opened in 1940. the 
CDC has grown into a 
sprawling complex of 
ei^f builch'ngs over more 
than 240 hectares (593 
acresl. More than 6.d00 
people, including 3.000 
^iors. work here track- 
ing 45 diseases in the Un- 


ited States. 

Protected by mobile 
cameras and sensors, ac- 
cess to Building 15 is off 
limits to all but resear- 
chers with special pass 
cards. Corridors run along 
the laboratories, which 
open onto a central air- 
shaft that sucks air up 
through Glters and purities 
it. 

*7 feel much safer here 
than I do in a department 
store, " said Bob Howard, 
a CDC spokesman. 

The two airtight labor- 
atories are isolated tiom 
the rest of the building by 
double paned windows 
and walls that are 70 cen- 
timetre (27-inch) thick. 
Entry is through a security 
chamber. About 15 re- 
searchers work there. 
somerimes eight hours at a 
stretch. 

Twice a year, said Ho- 
ward, each unit is steril- 
ised with a gas that is 
sprayed into the labora- 
tory. The walls are then 
painstakingly scrubbed in 
an operation that takes 
around two days. 

Between 1,200 and 
1.500 people are working 


on the struggle against 
AIDS, which accounts for 
35 per cent of the CDC 
budget, or about $543 mil- 
lion for fiscal 1994. 

Of that. $143 million is 
earmarked for research 
and $400 million is allo- 
cated to the states. 

Unlike the National In- 
stitutes of Health in 
Bethesda. Maryland, 
which studies tbe virus' 
evolution and how it 
attacks the immune sys- 
tem, the CDC specialises 
on research aimed at di- 
agnosing and preventing 
AIDS. 

It has developed a new 
kind of AIDS test called 
the PCR, making it possi- 
ble to identify tbe genetic 
composition of the virus to 
determine who infected a 
patient. 

Between June 2981 and 
June 1994. the CDC has 


registered 401. (XX) cases of 
AIDS in the United 
States. 

"We're probably now in 
1994 at the peak of the 
epidemiologic curve. " 
said Tom Skinner, a 
spokesman for the centre. 
noting that tbe number of 
cases has remained vir- 
tually unchanged for 
several years and will 
probably decline in 19^ 
and 1997. 

The CDC also makes 
about 100 expeditions a 
year to capture rodents for 
analysis. 

It currently is working 
in western Virginia at the 
request of local authorities 
to try to detennine what 
caus^ an outbreak of a 
tiesh-eatittg bacteria that 
has attacked eight people, 
killing tive. between De- 
cember 1993 and January - 
1994. 


Chernobyl blamed in lower 
Ukrainian life expectancy 


KIEV (AP) ^ Effects of 
the Chernobyl nuclear dis- 
aster have contributed to a 
decline in Ukrainians 
average Ufe expectancy by 
two years sbee IW, a 
health official said. 

Other factors include’ 
poor nutrition and wide- 
spread pollution in the 
fonner fiovief republic. 

The average Ukrabian 
can expect to live to 69, 
dov,Ti horn 71 m 1990, said 
Anatoiy Voloshin, direc- 
tor of the State Health 
Centre. For men, the 
average Ufe span is now 
64, down torn 66; for 
women it is 74. from 76. 

By comparison, the 
average American man 
can expect to live to 72, 
the average American 
woman to 79. 

“This is one of tbe worst 
effects of the accident,*' 


hp". Volosbb said, refer- 
ring to tbe 1986 explosion 
at Ukrabe's Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant, 
which released clouds of 
radiation. 

Wi de^read en viron- 
mental damage, economic 
turmoU and the der/ifi»» to 
the Soviet health-care sys- 
tem have also been 
blamed fyr a decUnemUfe 
expectanipF fo n&^bour- 
ing Russia. 

State statistics last year 
showed tbe averts 
expectancy of Russian 
men dropped fo 1993 from 
62 to 59 years. Life expec- 
tancy for Russian women 
fell from 73.8 vears in 
1992 to 73.2 in 1993 . . 

Mr. Voloshin said some 
30,000 deaths fo Ukraine 
could be linked to Cher- 
nobyl, mostly caused by 
blood disorders and can- 
cer. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

YES OH NO 

1. No. But they're fast! 

2. Yes. 

|5. No. Small ear^enware pots or pans. 

4. No. Canaveral. (Now Canaveral agab). 

\3. No. Though he may wear one (short jacket) or 
dance one (buU permitting. 

6. No. It's a Vitamin B d^aency disease (with a 
Sinhalese name). 

7. No, The Mackenzie, emptying mto tbe Arctic 
Ocean. 

8. No, Frogs are aapbibians: Only mammak aane 
thefo yon^g. 
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By Robert Fblk 

BAD EL OUED, Aigieis 
— Comaadant Mohammad 
of the Aimers Gendarmerie 
studied w JFafBli with in- 
(fifierence. C^dren played 
id die mnd and sewage 
die roadside, and dirt bad 
^nayed onto the windows 
<x hu annoared Toyota but 
the words were clean ‘The 
gendarmes and the politt 
ate infidels.*’ Hie oonunan- 
dant drugged. “We're used 
to it,** he muttered. Hb 
comrades, most of them in 
sld-masks and black hoods, 
ignored the graffiti. It was 
& leaft of riieir worries. 

Through the poverty of 
Algiers we drove in a croco- 
(file of green and while laiid 
cruisers, Kalashnikovs 
pointed fiom die dom of 
die rear vehicles, between 
crowds of young men, 
sometimes hundreds of 
them who stood in the 
ordnre and garbage that lay 
piled along the tracks 
through Chateau Rouge, 
Chexarba, Gaid Gassem, 
Eucalyptns, Houaoura. 
Sometnnes we broke into 
(^)en country, the IS gen- 
darmes in their green para- 
military unifbrins lunning 
into the orange orchards 
around Blida to search 
yonng men at gun point — 
very young men most of 
them, hanA high, faces fil- 
led with terror, the mozzles 
of assault ri^ caresring 
the backs of their necte. 

In the filth of Guy de 
Constadxie, we waded ank- 
le deep throngh rotting 
doth and scrap metal as the 
gendarmes pursued two 
other yotmg men who were 
bronght back from the 
banks of a stinking river 
with their hands in die air. 
They were neither beaten 
nor insulted, bnt would 
have been de^ if they bad 
moved. Commandant 
Mohammad looked 
through their papers as one 
of his men walked up with a 
belt-fed twarttino gun under 
his ann. “It's OK,” he said 
softly to one of them. “Get 

r 'ng* you were just scared. 

understand.*^ And be 
touched the boy on tbe 
shoulder with his hand. We- - 
stood there panting with the 
exertion, the gendarmes in 
their flak jackets, eyes 
black and narrow throngh 
tbe slits in their ski-masks. 
“Go fast, move,” die com- 
mandant said mnedy into 
Ins Motorola racM when we 
bad reboarded. “We never 
leave by die route we came 
by in case they’ve prepared 
an ambush or a bomb for 
us.” 

We drove gmeigly past a 
vast crater between the 
walls of slums, a |as canis- 
ter of explosives directed at 


On patrol with masked gendarmes 


In streets lost to the government spotters for the Islamist activists are everywhere 



‘NINJA* IN ACTION: Ski-masked members of Algeria’s paramUitary police, known as Nhya, handcuff a 26-year-old Algerian (Photo by 
Robert Fisk) 


anodier patrol. Comman- 
dant Mohammad an in- 
verted tourist guide, point- 
ing out places of dangerous 
attraction, two gutt^ sn- 
pennarkets, a barned-ont 
^ factory, a row of carbo- 
-nised truocs belongiiig to a 
government cooperative, a 
wrecked school with shat- 
tered windows. Once we 
passed an entire railway 
train, hs row of rilver car- 
riages burned and twisted in 
a siding. “That's where we 
shot two terrorists,” the 
Commandant said as we 
passed a grocery store. 
“Yesterd^ we shot one in 
Berkhadem. He bad an 
automatic pisrol on him.” 
Because of their sld- 
masks and black hoods, tbe 
people of A^iers long ago 
named Commandant 


Mohammad's men the 
“Ninjas'* <— it was not said 
in admiration but the gen- 
darmes like the title — and 
there is little doubt of the 
feelings they evoke. One 
man watched them from a 
~sbop irr CItoat ^~Frahde, 
denchiog his fists in anger, 
groups of youths staring 
n^tb hatred, others ignoring 
the patrol as if we did not 
exist, as if their war had 
alre^y defeated the ao- 
tbority which the comman- 
dant's men still represent. 
Tbe gendarmes stopped a 
van canying a cheap ply- 
wood coffin and tiie moor- 
ners in the back looked 
right through the hfinjas as 
if they were made of glass. 

“Watcb how the guys in 
the distance hurry away 
when they catch sight 


us,” the commandant said. 
And, sure enou^. when we 
watched the far end of 
streets, men could be seen 
moving swiftly towards 
doorways, alleys, ooiridois 
that opened onto tlm road. 
“It's crawling with them,” 
Commandant Mohamm^ 
said as we entered Cberar- 
ba. “This place isn’t what 
they can 'liberated' but it's 
with them, everyone who 
lives here. In tbe elections, 
it was 100 per cent HS.” 
Only rarely did be men- 
tion the acronym of the 
Islamic Salvation Front, 
rriiose ineivtable victory in 
national elections three 
yean ago was annoUed by a 
military-backed govern- 
ment, fwovoldiig & very 
violence which forced Com- 
mandant Mohammad’s 1^ 


men of the Escadron de 
Security Routiftre to pve up 
their BMW motor-<^Ies in 
favour of armoured vans. 
He preferred other titles for 
the FIS; “outlaws” or “ter- 
rorists** or just “them.” 
JTbe focts raiinft pouTmg 
fr^ him like the rafrid fire 
of his Kalashnikov. Almost 
all the armed Islamists carry 
braeli weapons — ’ “Sair- 
pios or Uzis’* which he 
thought must have been 
smu^ed across Algeria's 
long and unguarded bor- 
ders with Morocco, Ul^, 
Tunisia or Mali. Tbey were 
making bombs with butane 
^ bodies filled with esq;^ 
sives, glass, ace^ene, sol- 
phor and iron fiJi^, buried 
in the roads and detonated 
with batteries. '^Wbat these 
people do is not Islamic,” 


he said. “You don't slash 
the throats of women, Idds 
and foreigners to be a Mus- 
lim.” But he showed a heal- 
thy respect for his enemies. 

“They are organised. 
There is a ‘brain’ behind 
them. These are people 
who evolve with the situa- 
tioo. Tbey change, 
used to nse stolen hunting 
rifles. 

Now they use automatic 
weapons and expisoives. 
They strike wherever tbey 
want and they 
have foe initiative. They 
have ‘spotters’ and they 
have a method. Tbe leaders 
know each other bnt those 
who do the attacks don't 
know each other. It’s a 
pyramid structare.'* 

It was tbe tdd sfoiy of 
insurection. Tbe Islamists 


had shaved their beards, 
donned djelaba robes, 
sometimes pretended to te 
frnit pickers, rifles at their 
side m the orange groves, 
sleeping in foe slnms at 
night, walking out throngh 
the suburban watUs by the 
sewage overflows at dawn. 
“In Algiers, the Islamic 
Armed Group (GZA) are 
much more numerous than 
tbe FIS’s armed move- 
ment,” the commandant 
said as be relaxed in bis 
office at tbe Haddad Bv- 
racks in Hairasb, an old 
Rolling Stones 33 record — 
I’m a Street-Fighting Man 
— on the.tirnitable. “Vi^n 

S OD with them, they 

^t to tbe end. Tliey never 
soneoder.” 

Id the country — “stay 
DO more than 20 minutes in - 


one ^x)t or they can mount 
an ambush they attack in 
bands of 20 or 30” — foe 
Ninjas are more at ease. At 
one point we ran throngh 
fields of yellow rape seed 
beneath snow-touched 
mountains near Blida, the 
gendarmes raising their 
rifles at a figure in the grass, 
oitly to be confronted by a 
schoolboy carrying a school 
sambel who refiised to raise 
his arms. The Commandant 
grinned at him. “It's OK,” 
be said again. But not in 
Chateau Ronge where the 
Ninjas jxianced on a citfe 
full of men — “hands 
against the wall, spread 
your feet, papers*' — and 
handcuffed one grtm-fac^ 
figure with a dark be^. 
“He’s wearing Reebofc 
shoes — they cost 200 U.S. 
dollars here — bow did be 
get the money?” foe com- 
mandant askM. Two miles 
further on, 26 year-old 
Mohammad Beninal had 
his handcuffe removed. He 
wasn’t on the police compu- 
ter. 

Later, in Bab El Oned, 
tbe hardest of all the Islam- 
ist strongholds in any Alge- 
rian city. Commandant 
Mohammad and his men 
strung themselves along tbe 
pavement, watched by 
perhaps a thousand young 
men, so that I could take 
photo^phs. “It's swarm- 
ing with spotters,” he mut- 
tered. “Look at the way 
tbey look at us.” The gen- 
dannes pointed their rifles 
at the roofe, balconies, 
pavements, as the crowds 
grew thicker, more dis- 
turbed, as if they might tear 
the policemen apart. Com- 
mandant Mohammad in- 
sisted that a burst of fire in 
the air would dear the 
street if there was trouble. 
Bnt after just two minutes, 
be looked at his watch. 
“We should go,” he said. 
“Now.” 

And so they went, IS 
men whose bravery could 
not be questioned but with 
a task as sombre as it 
appeared almost impossi- 
ble. I wondered amid tte 
orchards and slums, how 
many new recruits to tbe 
GIA the identity checks 
bad created. Support for 
authority does not come 
from a rifle at the neck. 
Almost every street 
through which we passed 
had effectively been lost to 
govonment control, every 
district patrolled by groups 
of young, angry men, the 
gendarmes treated as inter- 
lopers rather than protec- 
tors. To sure, there are 
no ‘no-go* areas in ‘Algiers, 
bat there are now no safe 
ones either. 
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Prince Hassan, Peres meet Kohl 


(Conthmed fimn page 1) 

Prince and attended by Mr. 
Peres, Mr. Marin, Mr. Kink- 
d and tbe delegation accom- 
panying the Crwn Prince. 

Chancellor Kohl’s hosting 
of this discussion in the pre- 
sence of the EU (officials) 


shows Germany’s and the 
EU's interest” in financing 
foe projects. Prince Hassan 
told Jordan Televisioo. 

“Of course I said that we 
have discussed the issue also 
with tbe British prime minis- 
ter during bis visit to Amman 


yesterday and our contacts 
with foe French government 
continue.” 

Id tbe morning Mr. Peres 
raised the issue with Finance 
Muiister Theo Waigel and 
Development Minister Carl- 
Dieter Spranger. 


British premier ends visit 


Clinton sees chance for peace 

(Contiiiiied fimn page 1) 


Christopher and Mr. Ross 
worked out with Prime 
Mnister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Syrian -President Hafez A1 
Assad and announced in 
Damascus on Tuesday, Mr. 
Ross wiU “make suggestions” 
on security and ot^r issues 
that have not been solved 
since Israel and Syria began 
foeir peace talks in October 
1991, a senior U.S. offidal 
said. 

The week-long, five- 
country swing turned out to 
be “one of foe most satisfying 
trips Fve made to the Middle 
Easi^" despite be^nning in a 
sour atmosphere in which 
progress looked difficult to 
achieve, Mr. Christopher 
!old reporters as he flew 
lome. 

U.S. officials said tbe talks 
vere expected to start at the 
leginning of next week in tbe 
J.S. capital, but that no 
nnouncements would be 
. lade on ^>edfic dates of 
leetings. 

Mr. Christopher rejected 
iggsstions that foe two eu- 
.oys, Israel's Itamar Rabino- 
ich and Syria’s Waiid A1 
luallem, had no authority 
id basically read position 
tpers at each other. 

' “I'm satisfied there be 
• ve-and-iake bargaining," 
i said. 

A senior U.S. offidal brief- 
' g reporters aboard the 
: ane taking Mr. Christopher 
>ck to Washington said the 
sumed talks would have a 
3re planned structure than 
fore. He suggested Decem- 
r’s chiefs-of-staff meeting 


had been prematore. 

Tbe offidals said Washing- 
ton hoped tbe talks woold 
^ve a clearer sense of each 
side's priorities for post- 
withdrawal security arrange- 
ments — the subject that 
dominated Mr. Christopher’s 
talks in Israel and Syria. 

“That's the basis on which 
you begin to establish... 
where is there potential for 
trade-offr here,” he said. 

Syria meanwhile ruled out 
any territorial concessions 
over the Golan Heists in the 
quest for peace despite 
agreeing to resume negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

Diplomats in Syria de- 
scribed Mr. Christopher's 
mission as a rescue operation 
and said the announcement 
for a resumption was foe least 
be could do to save tiie peace 
talks from collapse. 

A terse statement issued by 
the Syrian presidenti^ palace 
confirmed the ambasUdors 
would be heading back to 
Wariiington and stud “discus- 
sions on frinher steps will 


take place in light of foe 
results of these talks.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres spoke of a new 
door opmiing up for peace 
with Syria but conceded that 
Israel “made no conces- 
sions.” 

“At this stage we have 
made no concessions, we 
have opened a door for nego- 
tiations,” Mr. Peres told 
Israel Radio in an interview 
from Bonn. 

Tbe offidal Syrian Press 
drove tbe point home 
Wednesday that Syria was 
still insistuig that Israel com- 
ply with U.N. resolutions'and 
give back all occupied terri- 
tory. 

Al Thawra daily said peace 
must still be based on a “total 
withdrawal” from foe Golan 
Heights and that any result- 
ing security arrangements, 
the focus of Mr. Christ- 
opher’s talks with Mr. Assad, 
must be equal for both sides. 

It rejected any solution 
which “consolidated the 
occupation and imposed 
Israel's hegemony.” 


(Coodimed from page 1) 

British engineeriiig equip- 
ment worth S3.S oiiUioo to 
the Water Aufoo^ of Jor- 
dan and scholarships for 
Jordanfen diplomats and stu- 
dents. 

Mr. Major's discusrions 
with the King over dinner al 
foe Royal Palace Tuesday 
night were believed to have 
deah with the Middle East 

g eace process, Jordanian- 
'ritish relations and regional 
a^ international issues of 
mutual interest, such as the 
sitnation vis-a-vis sanctioos- 
hh Iraq and foe conflict in 
former Yugoslavia. 


Oows Prince Hassan met 
foe British delegation earlier 
Tuesday and briefed them on 
Jordan’s perceptions of eco- 
nomic development and 
issues related to foe proposed 
establishment of a Middle 
East development bank. Also 
discussed was tbe Amman 
economic conference to be 
held in October. 

One of tbe key themes 
during foe Crown Prince’s 
briefing was a call for a free 
trade zone stretching from 
foe Atlantic to the Gulf, an 
area that would have 3^ 
million peemie — inchiding 
Turk^ and Iran — rrifo a 
gross domestic product of $1 
trillion. * 


Questions remain on accident 


Kuwait Islamists want end to ban on parties 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s stability is threatened ^ 
inadequate pojMilar involvement in poUtics and it should lifr 
a ban on political parties, an Islamist group said in remarks 
published on Wednesday. “We are very late in taking this 
step (permitting parties),” Issa Al Sbabeen, spokesman of 
the Islamic Constitutional Movement (ICM), was quoted 
as saying by Al ANBA newspaper. “Failure to respond to 
the hopes and ambitions of the people in chan^g towards 
the better — by developing popular participation — poses a 
threat to stability,” Mr. Sh^een said. “The economic and 
social costs of delayed ixipular participation are high in 
comparison to (those of) i»rtidpation that grows natural- 
ly.” The ICM is widely regarded as Kuwait's version of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 


(Continued from page 1| 

tify their de^ children, while 
many people convei^ed to 
tbe hospital to find out what 
happened. 

He said that one doctor 
who was treating foe victims 
was looking for his brother 


thinking that be was among 
foe injured. 

“The doctor kept asking 
me about his brother while be 
was aiding people, and I 
his name on foe list of tbe 
people who were killed, but 1 
could not teU him. It was a 
hard and sad moment,” Dr. 
Muguirafa said. 


More bloodshed in Istanbul 


(ContiDned from page 12) 


Istanbul Prefect Hayri 
Kozakcioglu to stand doiim. 

Meanwhile the Alaxriies 
buried victims of foe clashes 
with police. 

‘More than 5,000 mourners 
attended the burial of six 
bodies as hundreds of sol- 
diers stood nearby in foe 
Gari district. They shouted 
slogans jmainst foe govern- 
ment andf called the police 
“murderers.” 

Meanwhile, an army 
general negotiated for a 
peaceful funeral with foe de- 
monstraters in Gari, where 
tbe government replaced 
police with soldiers after foe 


killings. On Wednesday it 
announced tbe dismissad of 
tbe local police chief. 

Gen. RIza Kucukogul, 
meeting in foe street with 
Alawite representatives, also 
ccTnvinced foe Alawite com- 
munity representatives to 
open the roads. 

Tbe protesters cut off tbe 
street with baricades de^ite 
a curfew in the area since 
Monday. 

Oty workers moved into 
the neighbourfaocxl to lift foe 
barricades and clean up de- 
bris. 

Community leader 
Hyseyin Qulen asked the 
generri to help them find 
some 400 Alawites who be 
claimed were misting. 


PLO and 
Israel 
draft deal 

(Coitfiniwd from page 1) 

to make the intemal prepani- 
tiODS for elections, induding 
p^aiTDg maps and voting 
districts and counting tbe 
people,” Mr. Sin£» said. 

Mr. Singer and Dr. Erekat 
are to meet next week for 
head-to-head tidks in auton- 
omous Jericho befrue foe full 
delegations -meet again -in 
Cairo on Mardi 38-^. 

Tbe two sides also fosagree 
on whether Palestinian resi- 
dents of East Jerusalem can 
stand as candidates in foe 
elections and foe make-up of an 
aereed-upOD internatioual 
observer team. 

After talks on Tuesday, 
Dr. Erekat bad voiced dis- 
appointed sa]^ there bad 
bm “notlu^ new in foe 
Israeli position,” put for- 
ward. 


Joint 

committee 
meets today 

(Cootmued from page 1) 


tries are foe central theme of 
foal mee^. 

lo addition, the meeting, 
to be held at foe headquar- 
ters of foe Arab League in 
Cairo, will also review foe 
General Agreement on 
Tariffr and Trade (GATT) 
and its impaA on Arab eco- 
nomies, paitu^arly agricul- 
ture, Petra said. 

The news agency also 
announced that 45 Jo^nian 
companies will participate in 
foe ^ro International Trade 
Fair, which opens on Satur- 
day. Dr. Sedld will open the 
frdr, an annual event Thirty- 
five Arab and foreign coun- 
tries will be taking part. 


British team briefed on economy 

(Continued from page 12) Needham also relaunched foe 


tended debt relief to foe 
Kingdom. 

He also reviewed the res- 
cheduling of part of the King- 
dom's debts, mainly 

o^ed to foe Paris Gub of 
creditor governments and foe 
London Qub of commercial 
insritntions. 

Dr. Nabulsi expressed 
hope that tbe foreign debts of 
Jordan would be brought 
down to ^ billion in three 
years'froin the prerebt S5.S 
billion. 

Mr. Needham, the British 
minister, said his country was 
attaching importance to the 
Amman economic suimrnc to 
be held in October. The Brit- 
ish government as well as the 
private sector will play a key 
role In the summit, he said, 
adding that peace between 
Jordan and Israel bad made it 
possible for businessmen and 
governments to consider clos- 
er involvement. 

The British government 
h^ dedded to deepen its 
economic involvement with 
foe countries of the Middle 
East through infrastructure 
projects, he said. 

While in Amman, Mr. 


agency office of British-made 
Rover cars, which are coming 
back to Jo^an after a bJatos 
of several years. 

On Tbe^y, the British 
and Jordanian private sectors 
signed an aer^ment under 
which the Bntish Committee 
for Nfiddle East Trade and 
the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association undertook to 
organise reralar meeting 
and Foundt^le discussions 
between Jordanian and Brit- 
ish businessmen and indus- 
tries ondevelopii^cooperation 
and joint ventures. 

Mr. Needham said bis gov- 
ernment fully support^ the 
initiative. 

Mrs. Mf^jor visits Jerasb 

Nonna Major, the wife of 
the British prime minister, on 
Wednesday visited the 
Greco-Roman dty of Jerasb. 

Mrs. Major, who was re- 
ceived by senior Jerasb Gov- 
ernorate officials, was briefed 
on foe lustory of tbe city and 
its significance. 

At foe end of her visit, she 
was presented with a token 
gift by Jerash Governor 
Abdul Ghani Al Abdullat. 


Iraqi paper demands deadline 


(Continued frinn page 12) 


editorial described it as “uni- 
que in foe history of conflict 
between foe central govern- 
ment” and rebds in foe area. 

It also mentioned dashes 
in southern Iraq between 
government troops and 
Iranian-backed dissidents. 

Tbe editorial accused the 
United States of being behind 
the dashes. It said Washing- 
ton’s aim was to weaken the 
central authority by expand- 
ing areas under rebel control. 

The offidal press reported 
on Wednesday that President 
Saddam had chaired a meet- 
ing of offidals and military 
commanders including De- 
fence Minister Ali Hassan Al 


Majeed. No details were 
given. 

Tbe trade sanctions have 
crippled the economy. The 
Sedirity Council dec^on had 
an immediate impact on 
prices and the value of foe 
currency. 

Tbe editorial said foe dinar 
sank to a record low of 1,200 
to the U.S. dollar on foe 
black markeL The dollar was 
trading at about 1,000 a week 
ago. 

“Tliis has started to reflect 
in a manner (foe enemies) 
did not dream of and not 
think it would be within foeir 
raacb,” foe paper said. 
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Arab Gulf states refloat idea of dropping dollar link 


ABU DHABI (AFP1 — 
Arab Gulf states, which con- 
trol nearly 4S per cent of the 
world’s oil, are again floating 
the idea of abandoning the 
U.S. dollar as an official price 
of Crude. 

Their economies have been 
severely hit by the weakening 
of the greenback over the 
past decade. 

Calls to adopt a basket that 
includes the dollar and other 
major world currencies re- 
suTged last year after a furth- 
er decline in the dollar and 
picked up this month follow- 
ing a record plunge in the 
U.S. note. 

But while some officials 
and experts see such an op- 
tion as an ideal solution lo 
minimise losses, others argue 
it is not that easy. 

“The alternative for revis- 
ing the oil pricing system, 
including a basket of curren- 


des is in my opinion too 
complicated.” Jouan Al 
Dahiri, undersecretary of the 
Abu Dhabi finance depart- 
ment, said Tuesday. 

'‘There have been a lot of 
calls and studies proposing 
such a change. This shows 
that switching to a basket of 
currencies is not a quick solu- 
tion as it needs the agreement 
of all oil producers," he told 
Al Bayan newspaper. 

Mr. Dahiri said the refusal 
of some oil producers to drop 
the dollar price could prompt 
consumers to buy more oil 
from them, while setting up a 
new pridng mechanism that 
would please all producers 
could be “a difficult pro- 
cess." 

His comments followed 
calls by United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) minister of state 
for finance and industry, 
Ahmad Al Tayer, for 


emergen^ talks of Oulf 
Cooperation Coundl (GCC) 
oil and finance ministers to 
discuss abandoning the dollar 
after last week's record de- 
cline against the Japanese 
yen and the German mark. 

Qatari Oil Minister Abdal- 
lah Al Aneyya. addressing a 
gas conference in Doha Mon- 
day. also proposed switching 
to a basket of currencies or to 
the International Monetary 
Fund's Special Drawing 
Rights as a new pricing sys- 
tem for oil. 

The idea was also floated 
by the Gulf Organisation for 
Industrial Consulting 
(GOIC) at talks between the 
six-nation GCC and Japan in 
Tokyo late last year. 

A GOIC paper at the con- 
ference, which brought 
together more than 400 offi- 
cii and businessmen from 
the two sides, highlighted the 


plight of Gulf oil producers 
b^use of the weak dollar 
and suggested a change. 

“The paper proposed a ba- 
lanced basket of currencies as 
a realistic pridng fonnula for 
oil to reduce the losses in- 
flicted on our countries as a 
result of the weakening in the 
U.S. dollar.” GOIC expert 
Mohammad Khawajkeya 
said from the organisation's 
headquarters in Doha. 

“Actually, such a formula 
is more realistic than the dol- 
lar b^use it would offset 
future fluctuations in the 
U.S. currency. It could in- 
dude the dollar itself along 
with the yen and other major 
world currendes,” he added. 

GCC states depend heavily 
on oil exports and the decline 
in crude prices over the past 
decade has slowed down their 
economies, forced them to 
borrow and turned their 


finandal surpluses into'short- 
falls. 

The six GCC members — 
Saudi Arabia. Bahrain, 
Qatar, Oman. Kuwmt, ^and 
the UAE — produce nearly 
13 million barrels per day 
(b/d), accounting for more 
than two thirds of the total 
Arab oil output and one fifth 
of the world’s supplies. ' 

Their coffers canie under 
further pressure because of 
the weak dollar and higher 
prices of imports from inmist- 
rial states due to inflation. 

The problem was under- 
scored by the faa that the 
currencies of most of them 
are effectively pegged to the 
dollar and around 80 per cent 
of their imports come from 
Japan, the European Union 
and other non-dollar indust- 
rial nations. 

Official figures showed the 
GCC and other Arab oil pro- 


ducers earned a nominal re- 
cord S21S billion in 1980 due 
to high crude prices. But in 
real dollar terms, the re- 
venues stood at around W 
billion. 


In current prices, their oil 
income has alro averaged be- 
tween S50 billion and $70 
|7illion a year since 1987, but 
in real dollar prices they 
ranged between $23 billion 
and $26 billion, according to 
the 10-nation Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC). 


“While nominal prices of 
oil jumped by nearly five 
times between 1973 and 1993, 
r^ prices rose by only 95 per 
cent,” the Kuwait-based 
group said. “Wth the steady 
decline in real prices, the red 
earnings of OAPEC coun- 
tries have returned to the 
same value in 1973." 


Russian Duma passes 
budget at final reading 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
parliament approved the 
1995 budget Wednesday and 
Rnance Minister Vladimir 
Panskov said the decision 
meant Russia moved on to a 
“dvilised path of develop- 
ment.” 

The State Duma lower 
house of parliament 

O '®** approved the draft bud^t gy 

votes to 81 with no ab- 
stentions on its fourth and 
final reading, clearing 
another hurdle to a $6.4 bil- 
lion standby loan from the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Hie budget envisages ex- 
penditure ^ 248.34 trillion 
roubles ($52 billion at cur- 
rent exchange rates) and in- 
come of 175.16 trillion rou- 
bles ($37 billion) for a deficit 
of 73.18 trillion roubles 
($15.4 billion). 

Mr. Panskov said the de- 
ficit, originally put at 7.8 per 
cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) would in fact be 
5.6 pu cent as GDP would be 
greater than first calculated.* 
Passing, and sticking to, a 


tight 1995 budget has been a 
key condition for Moscow 
winning the standby loan, 
whidi will be used to plug 
the deficit. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel C^dessus, in Mos- 
cow last week to sign an 
agreement on the Iqan, gave 
bis blessing to the govern- 
ment's economic program- 
me. He said he was sure the 
IMF board would give final 
approval for the loan in early 
April. 

First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Anatoly Chubais said the 
key task now was to ensure 
the budget was met. 

He said few people had 
initially believed the budget 
would be passed or would 
win the international com- 
munity's backing. 

“But the budget has been 
approved, the IMF has given 
its vote of confidence and 
inflation is falling,” he said. 
He said inflation, which slip- 
ped to a monthly 11 per cent 
in February from 17.8 per 
cent in January, would fall 
further in March. 


Balladur warns of crisis without 
stability of world’s major currencies 


PARIS (R) — The world 
economy is courting disaster 
if major states fail to stabilise 
their currencies. French 
Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur warned Tuesday. 

But speaking after a month 
in which the U.S. dollar has 
plunged dramatically, throw- 
ing Europe's own currencies 
into disarray, the conserva- 
tive presidential candidate 
told Reuters in an interview 
that he was “preaching in the 
wilderness." 

He called for a system of 
deposit payments that dealers 
would have to put up when 
making currency trades in 
order to cool the frantic pace 
of short-term international 
money flows. 

He preferred this to his 
Socialist rival Lionel Jospin's 
suggestion of a global tax on 
capital movements. 

Mr. Balladur also urged a 
new common world currency 
standard along the lines of 
the gold standard abandoned 
in 1971 when the post-war 
Bretton Woods pegged- 


currency system broke down. 

“In a world which moves 
around hundreds of billions 
of dollars every day by com- 
puter, could we not invent 
rules of market organisation 
that would make speculative 
gains less easy?" Mr. Balla- 
dur said. 

But asked if he believed 
the recent turmoil on world 
currency markets would 
bring chan^, Mr. Balladur 
was pessimistic. 

“Every time there's trou- 
ble people say it's very se- 
rious. we have to do some- 
thing about it. And then life 
go» on. they say it wasn't so 
serious, we survived, - and 
they wait for the next shock." 
he said. 

“For me, my fear and my 
obsession is that one day the 
shock will be so severe that 
the prosperity of the world 
would suffer badly. So I 
would prefer that we prepare 
for the worst. But I am alone 
in this opinion," he added. 

U.S- Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan 


has suggested return to the 
gold standard, but few politi- 
cians have been prepared to 
go along with that. Mr. Balla- 
dur said the standard could 
alos be provided by a basket 
of currencies, along the lines 
of the European Currency 
Unit (ECU). 

But he conceded France, 
which has been urging a re- 
turn to a more managed cur- 
rency system for years and 
will do so again at June's 
Group of Seven summit in 
Halifax, Canada, had diffi- 
culty in getting its message 
across. 

“It doesn't always get a 
good press because people 
say the French are always 
dirigistes.” Mr. Balladur 
said. 

One bright spot in the out- 
look, however, was the pros- 
pect of a single European 
currency that would rank 
with the dollar as a pivot of 
international commerce, 
even if this would not end 
wild fluctuations between the 
European and dollar zone. 


Mr. Balladur ■ reaffirmed 
his commitment to cutting 
France's budget deficits, not- 
ably by engaging in a major 
reform' of health spending im- 
mediately after the May elec- 
tion. in order that the country 
qualify for entry to a Euro- 
pean monetary union in 1997. 


“We . have to keep to the 
1997 deadline, because if we 
start saying we're not going 
to keep to it. then it's certain 
we won't keep to it." he said. 
“I can't guarantee Jan. 1. 
1997. but I will do all I can to 
get there. My will is categor- 
ical." 


After the May election, the 
recent tensions that have 
seen the franc lose ground 
against the mark should ease. 
Mr. Balladur said. But 
doubts among investors abr 
out the start of monetary 
union made it hard to guaran- 
tee continuous stability until 
1997. 

He is trailing fellow Caul- 
list Jacques Chirqc and Jos- 
pin. ' 


liidiiin 'anti- poverty’ budget boosts speiidir^ on wetfare^ 


NEW DELHI fAFP) — Hic 
Indian government boosted 
spending on pubiic welfare, 
increased subsidies and lo- 
wered tariff barriers Wednes- 
day in a budget muting popul- 
ism and reform with an eye 
on general elections next 
year. 

“It’s a budget with an anti- 
poyerty emphasis," Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao told reporters after 
budget was unvefled in par- 
liament by Hnance Minister 
Manmohan Singh. “It gives 
benefits to the lowest of the 
low.” 

Mr. Rao described it as a 
“budget of growth" and said 
there would be no backing 
away from the sweeping eco- 


nomic UberaUsatkm be began 
after taking power in June 
1991. 

The fiscal 1995-96 (Apiil- 
March) budget took a firtf 
step towards opening up the 
lucrative insurance sector to 
foreign firms and lowered hn- 
poit tariffs by 15 per cent to a 
peak rate of 50 per cent. 

Mr. Singh, the ardiitect of 
the radicS free-market re- 
forms ending four decades of 
protectionist policies, 
pledged to crack down hard 
on inflation in a budget 
bountiful to India’s millicms 
of rural poor. 

The Bombay Stock Ex- 
change, in a special post 
budget trading session, gave 
an initial thumbs-down to the 


package as market e]q>ecta- 
tions of corporate tax breaks 
were not folfiUed. The BSE 
index lost 50 points. 

The budget increasing 
spending onliealth care, ru- 
rm development and educa- 
tion follows a dutch of state 
election defeats for Rao's 
Congress (I) Paify t^t have 
been blained on voter disen- 
chantment with economic re- 
form. 

Mr. Singh, fadng charges 
that the retonns have benefit- 
ted only the rich and done 
nothing for the poor, opened 
the government’s coffm to 
fund generous public welfare 
programems ahead of general 
elections due by mid-1996. 

He said a million subsi- 


dised houses would be built, 
announced a modest old-age 
pension for the rural poor 
and set np a programme to 
provide maternity care for 
village women. 

A programme to provide 
free lunches for village 
sdioolduldren would ex- 
panded. Impoverhtiied low- 
caste dtizens would get soft 
loans. 

Bank credit for rural indus- 
tries was increased and a 
subsidised group life insur- 
ance scheme set op villa- 
gers. More than $3 billion 
was earmarited for subsidies 
on food and fertifiseis. 

But such programmes were 
only short-term measures to 
alleviate poverty and in the 


long run only economic 
grov^ can improve the stan- 
dards of living, Mr. Sin|^ 
said, stressing the need for 
contmuing the reforms. 

‘*Tbe messa^ is dear — 
the task of lifting the a^-old 
burden of poverty in our sod- 
ety is daunting, mit we are on 
die right traf^,” Singh 
said. 

“We most persevere with 
our two-track strate^ of 
accelerating growth, mvest- 
ment and modernisatioD on 
the one track and strength en- 


misdster said a regnlatoiy au- 
thority would be set np fo' 
govern competition in die in- 
dustry when it ceases to be a 
state monopoly. 


A five-year tax holiday was 
announce for investment in 
key infrastructure areas such 
as highways, bridges and air- 
ports, and duty cots given on 
products ranging from 
polyester and paper to 
cosmetics and cold drinks. 


mg anti-poverty prognunmes 
on the other,” be said. 


In the first step towards 
opening up the lucrative in- 
surance business to. the pri- 
vate sector, the finance 


Mr. Sin^ offered income 
tax exemption for pecmle 
making less than 55,(XH) 
rupees ($1,718) a year and 
{hedged to rein in inflation, 
currently 11.5 per cent, consi- 
dered hi^ in a countiy where 
incomes are low. 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 
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SO GO 
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^ TMATS PBHCY."^ 
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IHutt^n’ieff 


WOMENS UBERATION 
MOVEMENT." WOMEN 

ARE DRIVING I _ 

US MEN nuts! 


TAey 
AUa/aYS 
•? 


that's why men Y I’m N 

■HAVE BEEN GOING Wi“W 
INTO OUTER GRACE/; yoU, 
I'M jaNiNGTHE f^MUTT/ 

I AIR clibr'7 MOON 
1 FORCE.'J^ I HERE WE 
\ COME/ 
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AIR FORCE 

StON UP (3 
HERE 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 





Why can 1 1 quit my job and be a kid 
again? Lots of people change careers 
at my age!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|(B byHanriAntaWandMIkeArglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
orte letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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. .k > 
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GEY 


ID3I 


SERBI 
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Stay under the umbrefia 
\ 









WHAT HE 
PIP WHEN SHE 
forgot THE SUN 
BLOCK LOTION. 


Now arrange the arcled letters to 
form the surpnse answet. as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A 


□Jnmm 


(Answers tomorrow] 
REDUCE AMPERE 


Yesteidaya I '•“'"Wes: GUARD lusty 


Australia remains 
top beef exporter 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 16, 1995 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarrdI Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You can impress one io power in the 
nKMning with your abilities, but don't rest on your laurels. Be mote 
encouraging to the ideas a^ suggestions of others. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Use your intuition wUch is aoconte 
nnw in hanging affairs. Thuik along optimistic iioes and be 

logical in any directioa. 

CTMINl: (May 21 io June 21) Your inniition is woildng fine eariy in 
the day, but don't trust h iater on. Don’t take any rides dealing widt 
otbeR io business. 

AttlON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) Make {rians to have-more 
abundance in your future. The planets are most favourable today.fitw 
getting ahead in career matters you are involved in. 

UXh (July 22 to August 21) Be sure to complete any tasks left 
undem before taking on any new projects today. Don’t 
inqrortant business matteis with experts unless jrou’re pof^ve 
they're qualified. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Plan early for whatever.yoa 
want to do and then carry through intelligently. This can be a 
particolady fin* day for you in any project you're hwolved in. 


UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Take time to yarn 
business affmis in better order. Await a better time for krokiogpiio 
new outlets and nse care while you are in motioo. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Si 
been lo^ to you in tbe past. Show increased'devotion to a loved one 
today. Plan for tbe future in your personal life. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Study your money 
situation today and make piaos to have more finanda] security. 
Strive to be more efficient at work and success wfll appear. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Januaiv 20) You have confidence 
with higher ups early today and gain their support and goodinll. 


Take time to improve your appearance and tbe way others see 

AQUARIUS: (Janua^ 21 to February 19) Obtain tbe informatioo 
you need from the ri^t sources today. A finandal expert can giye 
advice for any plan you have in .mind which will help others M. 
PISCES: (February 20 to Mardi 20) You may want to join srith 
fiiends for a goM time but don't forget to handle a i^jor 
commitment that requires your ‘unniediaie attention. *nieD relax 
later. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 17, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pi&son. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


A RIES: (MarcB2l 19)lEleii^jrifeJrio^byrdjm p tiw 

asfo o atioo is fineTiocniy. Take to handle 

r ^11 A -- - - * 


efficient manner. -Get It all out df 'the way.' 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Show appredatioo to those' who 
have power over your.affeirs and gain their further goodwill. Use 
modem methods to improve your work today and thus increase your 
success. 


GEMlNk (May 21 to June 21) See what you can do about enlargfeg 
your vistoo so that you may advance in your line of endeavour and 
be wise to any methods that will help you along. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to luly 21) T^e no risks with ^nir 
health today. Handle your responsibilities more effidentiy and it 
becomes easier for you to get them done. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Support those assodafes who need 
your help now. Listen to the complaints of famQy memlmis today 
and give help where needed to solving problems. Don't put this on a 
back burner. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You have to be more 
enthused if you are to get the tasks done that are important to you 
today. Strive for increwed happiness in your personal life. 



you 


respected. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Be more considerate of 
the needs of family members today and in establishii^ mbie 
harmony at home. Avoid one who gossips too much about 
everything... espedaOy about you! 

SAGTTTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Discuss your views 
with assodates and improve regular routines today. Plan how to aia 
your most cherished aims and make the effon to make them 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Look over your 
finandal condition and then confer with experts to improve it. Take 
DO risks in motion today or there could be trouble 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Use tact with others and 

they will soon give you the favours you desire. Hie eveoioe is fine-fbr- 

social pleasures with the one you are fond of. 


PIK3IS: (Febniary 20 to March 20) You are able to >^nvBnl4L 
wU with a s sodates and can advance in career matteis today. 
Sidestep a troublemaker and you will be succeufui. 


Bifthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 
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ACROSS 
I Thaw 
5 Cononuad 
wHhoutpauaa 
10 Amaas se-n tfen 
u Oas- 
is Eai away 
>6 RagulaMn 
17 CtinsiiiiM 
confadloiH 

19 Mb Bafs code 

20 Omad 

21 OdialD'alrioivr 
■22 Want 

sqtilaaang 
24 Inn 
20 Oai aem 
aSBuMn^wHiga 

30 UsadgialM 
SIMadeatew 
36 Sign o( aomm 
SSOneolaLalln 
Mo 

39Pradia(the 

blirei 

AOCdRiae 

41 8kri dye 

42 Sunbian 
43Seopa 

44 EirW^ 

45 Green aUfM 
47Si9)ai 

49 Rospaolul 
BnMng 
51 TTnaafoU 
56 Kind ol 
sandwKti 
STBiiMa-. 

99 Tte-Bc-loa 
wmer 

m Ona^aled piani 
61 FigutanGieak 
■rcMaeiure 
64 BadboM 
S5 Banah 

66 Luey-san 

67 Oeb unoanen 
aa TiensacOorK 
99 Arabian pon 
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DOWN 

’ OT piqphel 

2 Mm el peeity 

3 Bowfaig'aiaya 
4Knign(orlCo^Mt 
S Oiwr to ratum 
a*— andabona' 


7 FoiMUenaas 
a Poani 
9Thnawho 
cuddM 

10 Enmkiraisliaai 

11 Trmieal cydona 

12 Rebed- 

13 Afdhiopotoiysi 
Maigaral 

18 Coda 
aaNerda 
25— oii(aae) 
27Sm . 

29 — ghost 

oiadunea* 

31 Moslem iiilar 

39 Asa 

33 Cemmedta 
d«r— 

3* Paper mnnniia 
^ SweaieiMr 
37 8lb|. 

40 Aaiaiondot 
bud^ 

41 Car pan 

*3 Bcoanho sound 
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62PeSing»Bl . 
63 Harem looni 



GENEVA (AP) — Australia remains the world's numbei^one 
beef exporter, accoitJing to an annual report published tfy tbe 
World Trade Oi^istion (WTO) Tuesday. Meat demand 
world-wide rose in 1994 and was met with iaige supplies of 
boffi red and white meat. Prices were stable due to reduced 
European Union beef exports which allowed other countries a 
chance to expand their shipments. The WTO report entitled 
“The International Markets for Meat'* examines production, 
consumption, trade and prices of beef and veal and summa- 
rises developments in pork, poultry and mutton. 
markets were most buoyant in 1994 with beef and Sultry in 
particularly hi^ demand. North America enjoyed record 
meat supplies which led to lower prices and an increased ^are 
in world meat exports^ The former Soviet Union and most 
eastern and central European countries fared less well with 
markets affected by failing domestic demand and reduced 
sopiriies. The report forecasts a healthy growth in world 
production of all meats next year as economic recovery boosts 
demand. ’ ' 
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A review 
of economic news 
from tbe Arabic pressj 


Defaulting 
onJD 
10,000 
loan costs 
90 'dayjail 


A COURT in Amman 
. sentenced Antar Mohmoud 

• Tata Abu Sharin to 90Hlay 
imprisonment for not re- 

'v pi^ns a 10*864 loan to 
-. die Bntish Bank of the ^fid- 
de EiA (AI Dnstonr). 

. icir THE ARAB Ufe and 
Accident Insurance Com- 
. pai^ posted JD 745,000 in 
. net prote for fiscal 1994, 
down 3.9 per cent from 19^. 
Tlie company’s board of 
diiectois is recommending to 
. the general assembly the dis- 
tributim of JD ^0,000, or 16 
per cent in dividends, the 
same as in 1993. Profits from 
insnrance operations 
. anoonted to JD 0.4 miUion 
compared to JD 0.27 in 1910 
to the return on investments 
. dropped by 31.6 per cent to 
JD M7,300. Tbe company’s 
t^ assets stood at JD 9.88 
mifiion at the end of 1994 (JD 
10.S million in *93) due to a 
' dedine in bank deposits from 
. JD 5.7 million in 1993 to JD 
4.53 in 1994. However, the 
total investment in shares, 

. stocks and various credits in- 
creased to JD 3.8 million last 
year frcun JD 3.27 million in 
1993. On die liaUiity side, 
outstanding claims reserve 
' shot up by 116 per cent from 
JD 1.S million m 1993 to JD 
3.28 million in 1994. The 
^ Housing Bank bolds a 17.9 

• per cent stake in tbe company 
u4dch is capitalised at JD -2- 
millio n but uad a total equi^ 
of JD 2.76 million at the end 
of last year (Al Ra’i). 


ROYAL JORDA- 
NIAN’S Alia Gateway Hotel 
scored its highest net profit in 
1994. Tbe amount was qipro- 
ximately JD 1.5 milli on. (Al 
Dustonr) 

•irir IMPORTERS and trad- 
ers of tyres would like to see 
customs reduced on new 
tyres after tbe government 
banned tbe importadon of 
used tyres. They admit that 
prices of authentic tyres are 
hi^ and point out that only 
the people who are capable 
or in gFMt need are the ones 
buyini new tyres. People 
widi hmited incmne are not 
happy with the ban on used 
tym. 

According to Khalaf AI 
Shura: *Tbe dedskm to ban 
imports of used tyres is an 
unsuccessful deciaon because 
it does not serve die maiority 
of the people who had put 
aeM^ many essential rhmy in 
order to buy a modest car 
that would serve them and 
help them endure life's diffi- 
culties.” He hoped diat the 
govnument would reconsid- 
er its decision that mostly 
hurts the ordinary man who, 
rathu than filling his stomach 
with food, ffiteuis car tank 
with fuel. 

Another, person, Suleiman 
Aii, says it will be better for 
an owner of a modest car to 
sen the car itself than pay 
‘astronomical amounts’ to 
buy new tyres (Al Aswaq). 
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CONSUMERS are com- 
^ plaining that des^te a cot in 
I customs duty, jMices of eleo- 
trkal apfriiances are still high. 

field survey showed du^ 
main reasons t^t are keep- 
ing pri^ high. First, the 
international rise in prices, 
indodiog the rise in the value 
3f foreign currencies: 
Second, the taxes and fees 
that tbe government imposes 
and which result in hi^r 
»sts on the goods and, tfa^- 
y, and most importantly, the 
t/eak purchasing power of 
consumers tbe gener- 
d econcxiiic recession. The 
^ toeral manager of a clearing 
g ^ompany eiqilained that die 
$ ^uctka in customs was not 
Dudi as it went down fr(»n 85 
ler cent to 50 per cent but, 
the other hmd, the sales 
ax was hiked to 11.9 per 
%st As soch, the calculation 
■as become: Tbe cost 50 per 
*nt customs plus 15 per cent 
iddidona! five per 

^t trade pe rtm t s fees plus 
' sales tax (Al Dustour). 
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& Finance 

France opens inquiry 
into Credit Lyonnais 


PARIS (R) — French legal 
authorities moved swiftly 
Wednesday to probe alleg^ 
wrongdoing at Credit Lyon- 
nais after Prime Minister 
Edouard BaUadur ordered an 
investigation into tbe state- 
owned bank’s vast losses. 

Economy Minister 
Edmond Alpbandery said the 
Paris public prosed^ had 
begun a number of inquiries 
into possible wno ngdmng at 
Credit Lyonnais which 
gorged on acquisitions and 
investments in tne eariy 1990s 
to become Europe’s largest 
bank. 

’*^ere has been embezzle 
oient... this most be pursued 
by l^al means. The public 
prosecutor has already 
opened a number of in- 
quiries,” Mr. Alpbandery 
toid France Inter Radio. He 
said the bank bad a **hole” in 
its accounts of some SO billion 
franoes ($9.96 billion), ^ich 
sources said represented 
potential losses on asset 
sales. 

Late Tuesday, the con- 
servative prime mmister, bat- 
tling to regain his lead in tbe 
presidential elections, de- 
manded a probe to finger 
those responsible for the 
hemorrhage of red ink. 

“All means will be taken to 
sanction those executives 
who may be identified,” he 
pledged. 

Sources said the bank will 
annoimoe Friday its 1994 re- 
sults which are expected to 
show that losses widened to a 
record 10 billion francs ($1.99 
billion) from last year’s 6.9 
billion. 

The figures will be accom- 
panied Ity the announcement 
of a second government res- 


ow for tbe bank whidi will 
come on top of last year’s 
23.3 billion franc ($4.i$4 bfl- 
lion) bailout. The plan is 
aimed at retumiog the bank 
to profit in 1995. 

Under the bailout scheme, 
Oedit Lyonnais will hive off 
op to 140 billion francs 
($27.88 billion) of assets into 
a new firm to be guaranteed 
by the government which will 
sell thm off as majrket condi- 
tions pernuL 

In return, the bank **will 
have to finance its mst losses 
with its future profits,” thus 
avoiding calling on taxpayeis’ 
funds, Al^andeiy said. 
Published reports have smd 
the bank will be forced to 
repay a substantial portion of 
its profits to tbe state over the 
next 20 years. 

Mindful of voter reaction, 
Mr. BaUadur has been an- 
xious to avoid using tax- 
payers* money to save ffie 
bank after the public uproar 
which greeted tbe first res- 
cue. 

The bailout which has 
brought complaints from 
other French banks that it 
wiU distort competition in the 
banking indnstry, got a tenta- 
tive green light Ttwsday from 
Europan competition Ccm- 
missioner Karel van hfieit 
aftm he met Mr. Alphan- 
dery. 

Mr. Van Miert called the 
outline for restructuring the 
bank a **go^ iqiproach” and 
final commissitm ^iproval is 
expected soon. 

The bank would not com- 
ment on the investigation but 
sources close to it said it 
would not interfere with hs 
future plans. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are 

tbe buying and selling 

rates for leading worid currencies and gold against the 
dollar at mids^on on the Lradon Form^ Exrfiange and 

buUioD markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 1.4090/00 

ranartian doUar 

1.4040/50 

Deutsdiemarks 

1.5748/58 

Dutch guilders 

1.1720/30 

Swiss francs 

29.11/15 

Belipan francs 

5.018SG5 

French francs 

1690.0/5.0 

Tlfllian lire 

90.B23 

Japanese yen 

7.2775/75 

Swedish crowns 

6.2990/40 

Norwe^ crowns 

5.6660/10 

Danish crowns 

One steriing S1J816/26 

One omce of gold S3SL60/383.10 
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Al Ra’i, Jordan Times maintain high profitability 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Rqiorter 


of Al Ra*i and Jordan 
Times will distribote 50 per 
cent dividend fr» fiscal 1994, 
company execntives said 
Wednesday. 

They said the Jordan Press 
Foundation Company Li- 
mited made a net pnffit of 
JD 1,611,276 for the year 
compared with JD 1,623,293 
in 1^. 

' The slight decline in pro- 
fits, deqnte an increase in 
revenues, was attributed to a 
more than 110 per cent inr 
crease in die mternationai 
prices of newsnint ance May 
1994. 

A tonne of new^nint now 
costs around $1,100 com- 
pared with $450 in May. 1^ 
company was able to main- 
tain its hi^ pt^ level dar- 
ing 1994 onty because tbe 
hike had hit new highs to- 
wards the end of the year. 

Newspaper publishers have 
decided to increase the cost 


of newspapers and advertis- 
ing efam^ widi effect from 
April 1 to defr^ die inaease 
in newsprint prices. 

Tbe final statement of 
aoconnts of the Jordan Press 
Foundation Company Li- 
mited, to be released at a 
general assembly meeting on 
March. 28, riiowed that in- 
come from advertiang was 
JD 5,701,744 compared with 
JD 5,373,444 in im. 

Income from newspaper 
sales a^ snbsoiption was 
JD 2,275,422 compared with 
JD 2,135,501 in 1993, while 
revenues from commercial 
printing services dedined to 
JD845,866 from J 1,006,629 
last year. 

In addition was JD 244,164 
in other income. 

In gene^ terms, 63 per 
cent of the income came from 
advertisiiig, 25 per cent fixnn 
sales and subscription, nine 
pcs cent commercial 

printing cqierations and three 
per cem for other soorces. 

The company, whidi has a 
capital of JD 2 mflliOD in 


JD 1 par-vahw shares, posted 
a pre-tax income of 
JD 2,635,213 for die year, 
JD 132,101 down from 1993. 

Tbe Sodal Security Cor- 
poration (SSC), a quasi- 
eovemmental agen^, and 
me Jordan Investment Cor- 
poration, die investment arm 
of the government, own 61 
per cent of tbe company, one 
of the oldest newspaper 
icst^lishinents in tbe Emg- 
dcmi. 

Tbe company’s shares were 
traded at aroii^ JD 12 last 
week. 

According to the statement 
of accounts, the net wordi of 
the company was pot at 
JD 9,082,184 at the ' end of 
1994 after demMiation, com- 
pared JD 8,470,994 the year 
before. Fb^ assets of the 
company, nducb bought a 
JD 3.5 million printing 
machme and buQt new bnikt 
last year, were worth 
6,506,416. 

A full computerisation oi 
the printing and publishing 
operations of the conpany is 


under way at a cost of 
JD500,000. 

Mahmoud Al Kayed diaiis 
the board ci duectors of tbe 
company. The board includes 
Abed Tabaa as vice- 
chairman and Mohammad Al 
Amad (dfrecttn^general). 

Other members of tbe 
board are: Ali Gharaybeh 
(representing die Jordan In- 
vestment Corporation), 
Ramzi Muasher trepresenta- 
tive of Bnsmess Bank), Ibra- 


him Abu Ragheb (repre- 
sentative of Yarmouk Insur- 
ance Conqiany), and WaKd 
Al Rhatib, Bassam Rabadi 
and Pattallah Omraoi (aD 
representing tbe Social 
Security Corporation). 
Daood Ehatib, another 
board member rejnesenting 
the Sodal Security Corpora- 
tion, died this week. 

The Jordan Press Foonda- 
tion employs nearly 400 peo- 
ple. 
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Bahrain and Oman 
link their bourses 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain 
and Oman signed an agr^ 
ment Wednesday allowing 
cn^-listing of companies on 
their stodc exdiai^es, offi- 
cials said. 

**The agreement would be 
implemented from today.” 
Bahraiu Stock Exchange 
(BSE) Director Bawzi 
Hehzad said. 

The agreement, vdiich a 
BSE statement said was the 
first of its kind in the Middle 
East, allows companies 
tracto in each of the two 
e-Tchangae to be listed OH the 
otb» also. 

The two exchan^ have 
110 cmnpanies listen between 
them widi total market capi- 
talisation of S8.1 billion. 

hfr. Behzad said Bahrain 
International Bank E.C. and 
Muscat-based Omani Ce- 
ment Company would be tbe 
first tt) go on the joint Ust. 

Wednesday’s deal puts into 
force a preGmlnaiy agree- 
ment made by Oman and 
Bahrain in 1992, the first such 
link between members of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Coundi (GCQ. 

Muscat Securities Market 
Executive Director 
Mahmoud Jarwani, who 
rigned the agreement with 
Behzad, said there were 
no immediate plans to link 
Oman’s stock market with 
other states.* 


There are 34 companies in 
the Bahraini bourse with a 
market capitalisation of 1.9 
union dinars ($5 billioiO, the 
76 finns re^stered in (^an 
have a capitalisation of 1.2 
billion riyals (S3.1 billion), 
Mr. Jerwani said. 

The GCC, which also 
groups Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, has long- 
term plans to link the mem- 
ber countries’ bourses. 

GCC leaders decided in 
December to allow GCC 
dtizens to own and trade 
shar^ in all six states. The 
rules applies to all traded 
firms except banks, exchange 
houres and insurance firms. 

Some companies in GCC 
stock markets are open to 
investors outside the Gulf. 

Shares in Saudi Arabia are 
traded by telephone and 
computer. The UAE and 
Qatar, where trading is now 
conducted by telephone, are 
setting op their first offidal 
bourses. 

Mr. Jarwani said investors 
in Bahrain and Oman were to 
set up a $3 million investment 
firm to boost trading in both 
countries. 

Oman this year ^proved 
rules to list foreign firms on 
its bourses Mr. Behzad said 
BSE was to complete rules^ 
June to also list non-GCC 
riiares, bonds and investment 
units. 


SAS orders new jets 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Scandinavian airline SAS ordered 35 
Boeing 737-600s for around 8.5 billion crowns ($1.17 billion) 
Tue^y, snubbing long-time business partner McDonnell 
Douglas. 

it .would hie the custonier for the ]at^ 

'i^mon of the Seattle Nation Rant's Worldibrie Jet —"the 
most iMu^t jet flying today — ^ding it had placed options on 
a further 35 planes. 

“Tbe decision marks the start of a gradual phasing out of the 
Fofcker 28 and McDonnell Dou^as DC-9 aircraft hi the SAS 
fleet,” the airline said in a statement. 

Scwdinavian Airiines System — half owned by tbe govern- 
ments of Norway, Denmark and Sweden and half by private 
investors — sto deliveries vrill start in 1998 and one jet a 
mooth will then be delivered. 
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Many apartments and vffae 
himbhed and unfurnished. 
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— residential. 
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Hotel 
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All Suites Hotel 
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aENTACAJr 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Skmeisani 

76(693399 
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Dduxe vnias. 
& Apartments 
tn Amman 


REAL ESTATE 

864230 
Fme. 864231 
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RENTA 
RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 
RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6/819676 
FAX: 6/819676 
ABDOUN 


WE HAVe NO OTHER BHMCHES 


BBeHWANBMmi. 
eHINK REmORANT 
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avngr ia aweffeMa 




giB iiMfRb saw! 

Un UhaMi CtanawcW CM« 

TaLs 001174 

Orac imed Mwosiaw^ 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Beet Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Gmar - American 
Errhassy^. nearBaykma 
Housing Estate 
Open Awn: 

12 noon - 2:30 mil 
$09 - 1100 
« TeL- 80l> 
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Advertisemenj^ 
in 

Jordan 
Times 

Call tel: 


667171 
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^Dur^leah 

j jSviasife j 
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"Flower Fresh" Icleaning: 
for. homes.andjjusinesses 

^^^taurpuitOc'TapaS' 

1 

: m ll 

Qpetv Tfcdly/ 

1 

.'f^P CARper CLEANING 
RURNTTURE CLEANING 

from 

IZcunu - 12p.nu 

I 

TEL 836692 

Jebele4mman, BnldrdS' 
TeL 61 50 61 


' THEY ' SAID at.^|rrtpSoTEL 

Sweifiyeli 

* AUTHENTIC COMIVIENTS * 



The service was superb. The waiters 
extremely polite . The ambience of the 
restaurant is quite nice too. S. 
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Kingdom’s victorious basketball team returns home 


By Aleen Bannayan 

JoixJan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — ‘^We were the 
talk of the town.*' 

This is how Jt^an Bas- 
ketball Federation (JBF) 
President Awwad H^dad 
described Jordan's parti- 
cipation in the 13tib Asian 
Junior Basketball Chaoi- 
pion^ip which concluded 
in Manila last Sunday. 

Jordan's victorious 
Under-18 national team ar- 
rived back in Amman 
Wednesday morning after 
taking p^ in the 15-nation 
competition where they 
dindied third place and 
^alified to the World 
Championship due to 
held in Greece in July. 

The promising young 
group of players became 
the first Jordanian team to 
clinch an Asian bronze 
medal in a team sport* 
enabling them to represent 
the continent in a world 
championship. 

“We were dubbed the 
“Cinderella” of the com- 
petition. We came firom no- 
where and ended up taking 
third place. Like all Jorda- 
nians. I am very proud,** 
said Mr. Haddad. 

When die team was first 
regrouped at the beginning 
of the year, the major task 
was how to best prepare 
them for the Arian com- 
petition. 

The team practised hard 
and received the careful 
attention of the JBF adio 
I prepay a serious schedule 
I of training camps in Am- 
man and Syria. 


The effort paid off. And 
the 'team passed the test 
with flying colcmrs, making 
them well-known to all 
Jordanians who followed 
their results with great 
pride and astonishment. 

Now the next big hurdle 
is how to best prepare ^ 
the World Oiampionship 
in uriiich 16 teams will 
taking part. 

“We are sure we will be 
able to cover the finandal 
aspect," the JBFs Mr. 
Haddad Wednesday told 
the Jordan Times. 
“However, we need a con- 
certed effort of all parties 
in order to enable the play- 
ers to participate as tiie 
championship coincides 
with uiuveraty and Tawjibi 
exams,*’ he added. 

Mr. Haddad he had 
explained this point to the 
h^iister of Youth Awad 
Khleifat and hoped the 
matter would be settled in a 
positive manner in order to 
enable the team to partici- 
pate. 

Mr. Haddad who has 
headed the JBF a number 
of times in earlier years and 
is well-known for his con- 
tacts and ability to secure 
sponsorship for the teams 
said he was hopeful nation- 
al companies and indi- 
viduals would back the 
JBF. 

“The results of this team 
are {»oof enou^ of their 
ability. Therefore I am very 
hopeful that we will receive 
sufficient sponsorship, 
even tbou^ many sponsors 
were disappointed lately 
and did not fulfill their 
pledges to the JBF." Mr. 
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JBF offidds and tiie U-18 frith MSnSrtwr of Yontli Awad Khldfat Aordy after thdr 
arrival in Amman 




The Kii^dom’s U-lS team(right) on the winners* podium in Manila with rfmoipinw* 
Sontii Iteoa and numers-np China. 

Haddad said aUuding to Che JD 10,000 from car com- the All-Star tournament 

fact that the federatira lost panics who bad sponsored bnt paid half the promised 


Malone boosts Jazz over Magic; Rockets win 


ORLANDO CAP) — Karl 
Malone scored 27 points and 
John Stockton keyed a 15-3 
gmrt in the last three minutes 
Tuesday night as the Utah 
Jazz beat the Orlando Mia^c 
107-95 for its ninth consecu- 
tive victory. 

The loss stopped Orlando's 
11-game home winning 
streak and was only the 
Magic's second at Orlando 
Arena in 34 games this sea- 
son. 

Malone scored ]9 of his 
points in tiie second half, 
while Stockton just missed a 


triple double with 18 points, 
IS assists and eight rebounds. 
Jeff Horneck added 17 
points. 

Shaquille O'Neal led 
Orlando with 29 points and 
11 rebounds. Anfemee Hard- 
away ahd 24 points and Nick 
Anderson 1/ for Orlando, 
whose only other loss at 
home came against the Seat- 
tle Supersonics. 

Rockets 136. 76ers 107: Qyde 
Orexler scored 26 points to 
lead the Rockets* biggest 
offensive output of the sea- 
son as Houston defeated the 


Philadelphia 76ers. 

The defending NBA cham- 
pions had eight players score 
in double figures as they ex- 
tended their winning streak 
to three games and overcame 
a SO-point performance by 
the 76ers' Dana Barros. 

Barros topped bis career 
high of 41 points and made 21 
of 26 field goals, including six 
of eight from 3-pOint range. 

106, Bullets 93: Sootti^ 
PTppen sebbed' 30 points'aiid' ' 
keyed a-ffurd-quarter surge 
(hat carried the streaking 
Chicago Bulls past the 
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Billy & Toni Stevens 
March 22, at 6:00 pm 


Vocalist Colene 
Er)c)cson& pianist 
Sharon Stewart 
March 25, at 7:00 pm 


Mingo Saldivar 
and his 4 
member band 
March 28, 
Bt6'JX) pm 




Artif AH Week Lon^ 

•GREAT AMERICAN fOOb FESTim 
Taste the authentic American toad, bought to 
you by the Aqaba Gulf Huts wagnns. 

•GREAT AMERICAN Culture 
"Young American Exiubit’ 100 pbotugraiflis 
featuring American of all ages. 

Tbe people depicted inspire the thought of 
American as a natimi young ut heart 

•Series of American Videos 

"Music across America" "Holiday USA" 

"Scenic America" and 'Amerka Music Shop" 

Big Prizes from American Airlines And Lots of Fun. 

Far more Information Please Call Tel; 316636 - Fax: 318266 




AQABA GULF HOTEL 



Washington Bullets. 

Pippen, Chicago’s main 
scoring threat as long as 
NCchael Jordan remains inac- 
tive, made 12 of 17 shots. He 
also had 10 rebounds and sue 
assists to help tbe Bulls notch 
their fourth win in five 
games. 

Washington's Cheorghe 
Muresan scored 21, matching 
his career high, and grabed 
. h^.<Vebounds. Chris Webber 
had 18pofl)t$ for tbe Bnllets, ‘ 
who weflfiSltempting'.tofWin'a 
third straight game for the 
first time in 14 months. 
Knkks 94, Nuggets 74: Pat- 
rick Ewing, showing no ill 
effects from a sprain^ ankle, 
scored 21 points and Charles 
Oakley bad 17 reboDods as 
the New York Knicks 
breezed to a victory over tbe 
Denver Nuggets. 


SUPER DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

One complete 2nd floor. 300sq.m. UNFURNISHED. 
Excellent location: Shmeisani, opposite Oarotel, 3 bed- 
rooms, 2 living rooms, dining room, big kitchen, 3 
balconies, independent central heating, telephone line 
available, private garage. 

For details please contact owner #605480 


WANTED 

Cargo company needs two cargo services 
promotion officers. 

Send applications with photo to: 
P.O.Box 212842 Amman 11121 Jordan, 









MaSlaUenoM. 


* Music Tutorial Publications & Books 

(for keyboard, string, woodwind, brass and 
percussion instruments) - for solo and ensemble 
playing. 

* Music Theory Books. 

Available at*. 

*Tei. 676904. 

* The National Music Conservatoiy. 

* D'" ’ — - ^ ’ ■ Tel. 815814 




amount when Jordan Tele- 
vision did not air the 
matches as previously 
agreed with the JBF. 

“1 find it strange that 
Jordan Televirion does not 
have a more poritive atti- 
tude. After all we are talk- 
ing about a nation^ team 
here," he added 
As a result of the 
strained relationship with 
the JBF, JTV did not cover 
the daily results of the U-18 
except on the sports prog- 
ramme (see separate sfauy) 

The results of the team 

fame aS fl^OWS: 

First round 

Jmtian vs. Hong Hong 71- 
24 

Jordan vs. Singapore 88-35 
South btrea vs. Jordan 75- 
61 

Qaarterfinals 

Jordan vs. Philippines 72- 
71 

Jordan vs. Japan 73-56 
China vs. Jordan 88-49 

Sonifinals 

Sooth Korea vs. Jordan 69- 
51 

3rd place match 
Jwdan vs. Thaiand 62-56 

The team includes Zeid 
Alkhas, Ma'an Odeh, 
Ashraf Samarab, 
Mahmoud Siia’ban, Samer 
fifino, Yanal Bisheb, Ifaab 
Msih, Ra’ed Ghosheh, 
Adel Ammari, Ramzi 
Chneim, Fadi AJ Saqqa 
and Sieif A1 Lada’a. 


Bucks 99, Bornets 86: Glenn 
Robinson scored 27 pmnts 
and Vin Baker had 12 points, 
11 rebounds and U asrists as 
the Milwaukee Bucks beat 
Chariotte. 

It was the Bucks* first vic- 
tory over the Hornets this 
season after losing the first 
four games. Charlotte, whidi 
leads the Central Division, 
Jost its second, game in as 
‘many nights;'. j-. - 

Chaiic^ ^ Alcm- 

20 Mourning with 18 points 
and 14 rebounds, adn Dell 
Curry had 17 points. 

Spurs 115, Timberwolves 
100: David Robinson bad 24 
points and 10 rebounds as the 
San Antonio Spurs shot 61 
per cent in a win over tbe 
Minnesota Timberwolves. 


Tapie 

denies 

match-fixing 

VALENCIENNES (AFP) — 
Bernard Tairie denied here 
Tuesday any involvement in 
an alleged attempt to fi.x a 
French first division football 
match two years ago. 

The former socialist gov- 


erement ■ .roinia wfi^mces 
-npto tfar^ year's ifround,. 
..guilty, denied aUegiitions 
bis former associate Jearn 
Pierre Bernes that be batched 
a plan to fix the match be- 
tween Marseille and Valen- 
deones. 

Victory would hand 
Marseille their fifth French 
championship in a row, six 
days before a European Cup 
final against AC hulan. 

Tile former Marseille pres- 
ident told the court: “Yes, I 
wanted to win the Valenden- 
nes match. Yes, I wanted no 
injuries. 

“Yes. I wanted to be diam- 
pion of France. No, that does 
not add up to me wanting to 
fix the match.*’ 

Bernes, The 38-year-old 
former Marseille general 
manager, allied on the 
opening day oT tbe trial on 
Monday that Tapie and 
Marseille player Jean- 
Jacques Eydelie had hatdied 
the plot to bribe three Valen- 
ciennes players to allow 
MarseiDe to win the match. 
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friends and oflBdab greet the U-18 team, 
itanatioinl Airpwt 


at Qneai ABa Intanatioiial Airpwt 

JBF officials turn 
their back to JTV 

By Aken Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The dispute between tbe Jordan Baskefoail 
Federation (JBF) and Jordan Television (JTV) took a new 
turn Wedneday when JBF officials refused to ^ve arrival 
statements to the JTV crew who were at (^een Alia 
International Airport as tbe Under-18 national tofcetball 
team came back home after taking part in tbe Asian Junior 
Ba$keti>all Championship in M^a. 

The dispute between the two sides has existed for quite 
some time now as JTV has always had a strict policy when ft. 
comes to showing the names of ^xmsors of athletic team, 
on teleiririon. However, federations have always argi^ 
toat sponsors were supporting Jordanian sports, some&ng 
all concerned have been caiUing for. 

Tbe latest JBF-JTV row erupted after tbe television 
^r^ to air some of the AU-Star toumament’s matAes 
during tbe holy month of Ramadan. When JTV did not 
honour tihe agreement, car companies Sponsoring ^ 
tournament did not pay the JBF tbe full amounts they had 
pledged. 

“We had an agreement. However, JTV did not show up, 
nor (fid th^ give us any excuse for doii^ so,*' JBF ^ce 
President Samir Janalmt Wednesday told tbe Jordui 
Times. ( 

’They have a very rigid attitude. We have always offend 
our cooperation, but tiny chose to disregard ns. Theiefrne 
we will refrain from making basketball events and- news 
accessible until the time they chose to do otherwise,** = 
Regrettably, JTV even de^ with the Under-18 Asian 
competition m an ofSiand manner too. While the King- 
dom’s team was making beelines in Asia by captmii^ 
third place in the 15<nation UMirnament, JTV only men- 
tioned the event in pairing and according to the ^rts 
departments at the daily newspapers “the public jammed 
the telephone lines to obtain d^y results by ca^g the 
newspapers for the latest news." 

Althougb JTV now ^ daily sports news in its news 
bulletins, only after tbe q^oalification to the sem^als and 
Jordan’s eligiUIity to participate in the worid championriup 
was tbe team in news headlines on Jordanian TV. - 
“This is unfortunate. This team was a national team 
representing the country and became the first Jordanian 
team to m^e it to a world championship. U was a great 
adiievement for tbe coontry," Janakat added. 


French win crowns Tomba 

BpRMlO, owed a little to the Intema- 


BORMIO, Jtaly. (AfP) -r,. 
Lijc A^fhan^. 

won before,, his .Kitzbuhel 
Double Tfi ' jWuary,'' .beemne' 
-die first Frenchman since 
Jean-Claude Killy in 1967 in 
1967 to win the World C^p 
downhill title here on 
Wednesday. 

His thiid win in the sea- 
son's last and most exciting 
downhill also guaranteed 
Alberto Tomba his first 
World Cup championship in 
10 years on the circuit. 

Austiian-boni Marc Girar- 
delli of Luxembourg had 
needed to win all four races 
at these World Cup finals to 
overhaul Tomba. 

Alphand. 29. timed Imin 
53.S0sec for the 3,270 metre 
course, to finish 0.29sec 
ahead of AJ Kitt of the Un- 
ited States. 

“I was not so confident the 
last two weeks but when I 
came here I said to myself 
this is my last chance and I 
will have to try very hard," 
Alphand said. 

“I think this win shows my 
Kitzbuhel double was not a 
flash in the pan," he added. 

Lasse Kjus of Norway, fas- 
test over the top of the 
course, was third in 1:53.%. 

Peter Rzehak of Austria 
was fourth in 1:53.96 and 
compatriot Patrick Ortlieb, 
the 1992 Olympic champion 
looking for his first win this 
season, finished fifth in 
1:53.97. 

Kristian Ghedina of Italy, 
whose time of Imin 54.03 
stood up until Ortlieb nine 
places after him in 10th start 
position, had been on course 
for the downhill title until 
Alphand swept down. 

Alphand's downhill title 


.SW>jR^r«ion , 9ver-! 
turping Kjr s win at Aspen 
two weeks ago because pmr 
visibility meant only 31 of the 
68 competitors could race.. 

The French protested be- 
cause Kitt's win would have 
cost Alphand his place in the 
downhill standing. 

Only Slovenia's Jure Kosir 
had a mathematical diance Of 
overtaking Tomba but he 
would have to win Thursday’s 
super giant slalom — an 
event he does pot ski — and 
then the giant slalom and 
slalom with Tomba finishing 
out of the points each time. 

Tomba is the first slal^ 
gate-racer since Ingemar 
Stenmark to win the men's 
overall title. 

The triple Olympic cham- 
. pion, whose winning streak 
of 10 races came to an end in 
Japan last month, had been 
prepared to ski his first supn 
giant slalom for years to win 
h is first World Cup. 

The 28-year-old may also 
postpone his retirement in an 
attempt to win an elusive 
worid title. 

He had said he would call it 
a day after this world cham- 
pionships in Sierra Nevada 
but the fickle weather that 
has disrupted the season ' 
forced the Spanish organisers 
to postp-one the event until 
next year. 

Stenmark's 86 World Cup 
wins look unbeatable but 
Tomba’s 43 race wins have 
surpassed Girardelli’s tally. 
The Luxembourg skier's 
grand total of 45 includes 10 
wins at combined, whidi is 
effectively a paper race 
adding results mm nomin- 
ated downhills and slaloms. 
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goren bridge 

WITH OMAR SHARIF S TANNAH HIRSCH 




Q.l-^NeitberTuloetable. aa South 
70 U bohk 

tA6 CAQ8B3 :>e762 442 
Ihe UddiBg baa proatwkd; 

North SsBth West 

1 Psas 1 ? Pua 

2 Pen ? 

What do you bid oow? 

A.~ Unleaa pamin haa a perfect 
holdiBK, the luoit of the haod b at 
moat KBau. Scaeadsta would bid 
two Spades to show the supper, but 
Boat would jump u four diu&oRds. 
mea though thM bypasaea thin BO 
trump. We tbm diaBwods u 

an luderfaid. 

Q,2~Neitbar volBarable, aa South 
you hold! 

*08 'TAEJ10962 0AQ63 «Vold 
Your psht-haod opponent opeas 
the btdHiwg with one Aan,.,.Ml 
What action do you take? 

A,— We wc^ be nwch OKtre ex- 
dud about this hand had our 
nor-euit holdugs been reveiaed. 
While It might produce alaa. you 
caqnot evea guarantee game if part- 
ner has the wrong vahM Be satif- 
fied irith ibur hearts— and hope you 
make h. 


ANSWERS TO WEEBXT BRIDGE Q1712 
you hold: 

♦8 :>AQ963 «JS2 

Tbe biddmg haa proceeded: 

North South Weat 

1 4 Paaa 2 :• paaa 

2 ♦ Paaa ? 

Whet actioD do jrou take? 

^^tYbere would you tihe to go? 

You hare no sure eouree of uickaBt 

no trump and your mbBi b not 
eacourMDiie. Pasa, before you get 
wio really de& water. Yes. in stw- 


loaeu- maior. Bid two ■p-t—- j 

Q.B— Neither vuiiienble, as South ' 
you hold: ■ * I 

*86 762 0AQ109S2 M76' ' 
1 ^ . 


Jrd 

^wntaed" s wWd. but there are 
exceptions to entry njJe. 

Q**“Itoth vulnerable, as South 
you Mcb 

*K6 TA6 0KJ8762 4673 

The bidding has proeseded: 

Soatb Weat North 

1 ■' Paaa 1 * Paas 

2 <:■ Paaa 2 T Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A, — Since you can't paae. nor bid 
no tztunp without a dub atopper. 
you are W mired to two cbolcei— 
three djamonda or cwo 
fUtber than rebid your sbabbby 
six-card minor, we would « 
preference to pammr'x five-wad or 


'Hw bniefing hu pnceedetL - / 
North EsM Smth Wot 

t * Paas ? ■ 

What do you bid now? 

A,-~Your hand is not soeogi 
cDOugh to Venture to the two*le^ 
even if you intend fbOowin; S two- - 
diaaond reaponae with three £s- 
Rionda at your nest turn to show e' 
Bub-mininniB two-over^ooe 
^oate. RcMwnd one no traop. ' 

Q.6 — fiotfa vulnerable, aa South 
you bcAA 

*ASQJ5S ?J86 0743 «6 
Tbe bidding baa proceede d! 

North East SooUi Weixt 

1 ♦ Pan ■ i# PMf 

8 * Paaa T 

What acthm do you take? . 
A.^No <|Ueation. your beat dxd 
for game, or for that matter, 
appeaxa to be in spadax. Hhr is 
available a bid that shows a solid 
Buit and DO nde-aidt values— a 
Jump to four qtadea. Make k. Par* 
ner will knew whether he has the 
ri^t had for a move. 


Q.3— Beth vulnerable, aa South 
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Cheltenham Cup 
'^l^jvice Alderbrook lands Champion Hurdle 




,TENHAM« Eogland 
\ \gniliant novice Aiders 
^011-2 ^aoce having 
^diird race over hur- 
« ^ die Champion Hur> 
\ ts^ with breatiitak- 

iht I. . ‘e by fi'* lengths frwn 

‘‘^Action, the 4-1 joint 
te. 

victoiy was rich corn- 
ion Irish jockey 
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careless riding, 
r hitting the front up 
1 ^ Cheltenham hill to 

i- i hurdling crown oom- 

• ■ 7y on Tuesday, Wil- 

- ■ >n said: “I never 

t we were going to get 

- • ' at any stage. It was 
• ' ""wible. 

' ner Kim Baile]^ bnrst 
. !axs after the tng race 
r-. > . of the six-year-old 
•''i'ho be had takra over 
- -V.'Sat race trainer Jolie 
' .:iast eight weeks ago. 
sy was equally flabber- 
. that such an inexperi- 
colt could so easfly 

• ' .' 7 ' .'the latest and most 

.'meed hnrdleTS Britain 
eland have to offer. 


He_ said: ''He is some 
madiine. You have rcaDy got 
to hand it to him, I h(^ we 
can do die same next year.** 

Aldeihrook is a group race 
winner on the flat with a 
victory at Longchamp to his 
ciediL 

Alderbrook, ridden by. 
Williamson with all the 
cheeky know-how of a Lester 
Piggott derfoy winner, never 
put a foot wrong and was 
kept handily in mid^vision 
mtil deliveirag his challen ge 
at the last fli^t. 

The plucky mare Mysilv 
led one of die best Champion 
Hurdle fields for years over 
the first six hinriles, dosely 
followed by Bold Boss and 
Large Action. 

Land Afer, strongly fen- 
ded when he toppled over in 
last year’s Champion Hurdle, 
did so again at the axth 
flight. 

The Iririi diallen^ Dano- 
fi, the other joint lavourite, 
loomed up on the outside 
looking menadog for a while. 

But it was clear before th^ 
even swung into the straight 
that WQliamsoo just had to 
press the button. 


He won going away from 
Lar^ Action, £e mount of 
Jamie Osborne, with Danoii, 
ridden by Charlie Swan, a 
fiutbeT two lengths away. 

It was a dream start to the 
meeting for WtUiamson, who 
had never had a wiimer be- 
fore at die National Hunt 
festival. 

He is now in the enviable 
position of riding the Q»^ 
tenham Gold Om favourite 
Master Oats in the big race 
on Thursday. 

Alderbrook was the second 
dassy flat racing recnirt to 
capture the hunumg crown in 
the last three years — Ro^ 
Gait won in only his fomth 
race over hurdle. 

The Irish, who invade 
Chehenham en-masse for the 
greatest jumping meeting of 
the year, twice raised the 
rafters in the first hour of 
ctMnpetition. 

The 25*1 chance tourist 
attraction pxvc trainer Willie 
Mullins he first winner at 
Cheltenham in the Saineme 
Novices Hurdle, the owning 
race. 

IheD Klairon Davis, rid- 
den by Francis Woods, won a 
tfariUmg battle with Sound 


Man, the mount of Stran, to 
land the Arkle Challenge 
IVc^hy. 

Top stecpiedumer dead 

Top steeplechaser 
Raymylette, who had been a 
hope for the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup, has died. 

The horse, owned by Lady 
Madeleine Lloyd Webber, 
died on Monday during an 
operation for intestinal {uol^ 
lems. 

Trainer Nicky Henderson 
said on TUesday: “A decision 
was made to <^rate and 
surgery was carried out by 
our own vet James Maine 
together widi professor Ed- 
wards fttrni Liverpool Uni- 
versity but there was regrett- 
ably no more they coold do 
for him.” 

Rayniylette leapt to prom- 
mence in Gold Cup betting 
following his successes in 
Ascot’s first National Bank 
Chase and Betterware Cup. 

Henderson described 
Ra 3 rmylette as “potentially 
the best staying chaser that I 
have had the privilege of 
training.” 


English soccer hit by darkest season 


cru\s ns 


srfeif 

T^V 

7^ • 


)ON (AFP) — The 
. .-ligpim scandal involv- 
'vnice Gtobbelaar and 
her Premiership play- 
•;.] potentially the most 
'» in a series of crisis to 
- . ji^ish football diis sea- 

r. vSonthampton goal- 
.. r was among five peo- 
tested on Tuesday in 
':tion with a police in- 
' ition into an alleg^ 
. rk of match-fixing cor- 
. n, 'Said to involve Far 

S syndicates. 

on goalkeeper 
Segers, the Aston 'N^a 
' John Fashanu, his girl- 
'd.- and Malaysian 
‘ :ssman are also being 
oned. 

football likes to 
Itself on the honest 
I > 'vouT of hs playm and 
^grity of its institutions 
e events of the last four 
hsi'-represenc - a- massive 
to -that image. 

-Tuption, sleaze, 'scan- 
allegations, counter- 


allegations, assaults, drugs, 
riots, fans attacking referees 
or a player biting the nose of 
a reporter or spitting in the 
face of a fan — Eng)^ foot- 
ball has the lot. 

The problems began in 
November when Grobbelaar 
emerged at the centre of 
match-fixing alle^tions. The 
FA and police both 
announced investigations and 
four months later HampsUre 
police swooped to make five 
arrests. 

Shortly afterwards. Arsen- 
al striker Paul Merson admit- 
ted to cocaine, alcohol and 
drug addiction. 

In January Eric Cantona 
attacked an abusive Crystal 
Palace fen follounng bis dis- 
missal during Manchester 
United's 1-1 <£aw at Selfaurst 
Park. The Frenchman was 
suspended by United nntil 
the end of the season and 
•fmed ftird^weeks’-wa|esr'He* 
was later barmed unm Octo- 
ber 1995, fined £10,000 by 
the FA. and charg^ with 


comm on a ssault by the 
police. FIFA made the ban 
worldwide. 

Mudi worse was to follow 
when rioting right-wing ex- 
tremists force the abandonm- 
net of Endand's friendly 
against the Republic of Ire- 
land in Dublin. 

Arsenal sacked manager 
GMrge Graham after a Pre- 
mier Loague inquiry alleged 
he received 425,000 pounds 
following the transfers o( 
John Jensen and Pal Lyder- 
son to Hi^bury. The FA 
charged Graham with mis- 
coadud two weeks later. 

A terrible month for En- 
glish football came to an end 
with Belgian police deporting 
more than ^ people with 
varying degrees of justifica- 
tion before and after 
Chelsea's European Cup 
yi^ers’ Cop 

leg'^m Bhigcff. 

But it was still off-the fidd 
<rwnrfaU rather than football 


that continued to hit the 
headlines. 

Earlier this month, five- 
million-pound-rated striker 
Chris Armstrong was left.out 
of Crystal Palace ade for four 
games on FA instructions af- 
ter testing positive for canna- 
bis. 

Ten daj^ ago, Mandiester 
United midfielder Paul Ince 
was charged with common 
assault by police for attacking 
a Crystal Palace fan on Janu- 
^ 25 following the Cantona 
incident at Selhursy Park. 
Both he and Cantona are dne 
to appear in court on March 
23. 

Last Monday Chelsea skip- 
per Dennis Wise was released 
on bail pending his appeal 
against a three-month prison 
sentence for an assault on a 
taxi driver and criminal dam- 
age to the taxi. 

. ?..Sax weeks of jtbe current 
- season remain. Given ament 
averages, English football 
should brace itself for at least 
another five scandals. 


Germany, Italy locked in 
UEFA Cup power struggle 


PARIS (AFP) — nie UEFA 
Cap semi-finaU on Tuesday 
served up an iotriguiDg strug- 
gle between Italy and Ger- 
many — the strongest nations 
in the history of Enropean 
football. 

Italy’s Parma and Inventus 
join Germany’s Bomssia 
Dortmund and Bayer Lever- 
kusen to Friday's semi-final 
draw. 

Juventus beat Eintracht 
Frankfurt 3-0 for a 4-1 aggre- 

g te win, Parma draw (M) at 
Sense (1-0), Bayer Lever- 
kusen drew CM) at Nantes 
(5-1), and Dortmund beat 
Lazio 24) (2-1). 

And in the Cup Winners* 
Cup, Chelsea defi^ the loss 
of thdr captain to beat FC 
Bruges 2-0 in London for a 

2-1 aggregate win and a place 
in the last four. 

Chelsea skipper Dennis 
Wise was jailM for three 
months on Monday for 
assaulting a taxi driver. 

Borussia Dortmund* pre- 
vious best challenge for a 
UEFA Cup title will be at the 
back of tlmr minds. 

In May 1993, Juventus 
humiliated Doftmund 6-1 on 
aggregate in ^e final of this 
same competition in an 
emphatic statement of Italy’s 
domination. The same year, 
Parma won the Cup Winners* 
Cup and Milan lost in the 
European Cup final. 


But following Italian 
Clubs' financial problems 
sinoe then, many German 
stars have returned home. 
Italian presidents now look to 
cheaper, markets, such as 
Portugal, for foreign replace- 
ments. 

Since that defeat, Matthias 
Sammer, Karlheinz Riedle, 
Stefan Fteuter, and Andreas 
MoUer have come back to 
bolster Dortmund's Euro- 
pean campaigns. 

Eintracht Frankfurt vic^ 
president Bemd Holzenbein, 
vriio won the Worid Cup as a 
player in 1974, believes a 
wind of change is in the air. 
‘The Bondeshga is beginning 
to compete on an equal basis 
with the Serie A.” he said. 

Bomssia Dortmund’s Kar- 
lheinz Riedle scored the 
dramatic late winner for 
Dortmund to foil his former 
dub Lazio. 

Riedle’s last nmiategoal 
from a free-ld^ earned Dort- 
mund a 2-0 win on the night. 
Earlier Swiss striker 
Stephane Chapuisat foored 
an 11th minute penalty after 
a foul on Riedle. 

Riedle's god came jnst a 
minute after the sending off 
of Aigentina’s Jose Chamot, 
the Lazio libero. 

A late goal flourish earned 
Juventus a 3-0 victory over 
Eintradit Frankfurt and a 4-1 
aggregate win for a place in 


the last four on May 4 and 18. 

Juventus kept up their 
tradition of European success 
with goals by Antoniu Conte, 
Fabrmo Ravanelli, and Ales- 
sandro Del Pierro. 

Conte received a pass from 
Alessandro Del Kero, set up 
by Didier Deschamps, and 
put Juventus into a 77th mi- 
nute lead. 

Ravanelli hit the second 
with a superb left foot shot 
two minutes tefbre time, and 
an unmark^ Del Piero grab- 
bed the third a minute hter. 

Bayer Leverkusen, the 
1988 UEFA Cup champions, 
went through 5-1 on aggre- 
^te following a 04) draw in 
France. 

- Nantes, to their credit, 
worked hard to claw their 
way back into the tie after a 

3-1 defeat from the first leg. 

But Nantes’ task was al- 
ways an uphill struggle. Only 
three dubs in the history of 
European competitions have 
won a tie after a four-goal 
defidt from an away first leg. 

In the first 10 minutes, 
moments after skipper Japhet 
>TDoram had a gi^t scoring 
chance, Eric Decroix had the 
ball in the net from a comer. 
But the go^ was disallowed 
for a foul on keeper Rudiger 
VoUbora. 

David Garcion, surprise 
call-up for suspended 
Reynald Pedros, set up Nico- 
las Quedec 10 minutes before 


the interval. But Ouedec put 
the ball wide. 

Problems for Nantes' keep- 
ers continued as second- 
choice Dominique Casag- 
rande was substituted wfth a 
shoulder injury. Fourth- 
choice keeper Jean-Louis 
Garcia, who played in the 
first leg, came on. 

First-choice David Mar- 
raud is out all season after 
rupturing knee ligaments, 
and third-choice Eric Lous- 
souam is out with a head 
injury. 

Nantes kept pushing for- 
ward, particularly in the last 
IS minutes, but could not 
find the net. 

Italy’s Paima reached the 
semi-final after a 0-0 goalless 
draw at Denmark's Odense. 

The 1992/93 Cup Winners 
Cup champions and last sea- 
son's losing finalists, can now 
claim success in another 
European competition fol- 
lowing this 1-0 aggregate vic- 
tory. 

But it was the Danes, 
trying to capitalise on the 
absence of suspended Col- 
ombian Faustino Asprilla, 
who had tiie best chance of 
the matdi. 

Meanwhile Striker Mark 
Stein inspired Chelsea to a 
goisy Cup Winners' Cup 
comeback against FC Bruges 
to eain the injury-piqued 
Londoners a place in the 
semi-finals. 


Johnson blames white 
campaign for his disgrace 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (R) 
— Disgraced Jamaica-b^ 
Canadian sprinter Ben John- 
son was reported oa Tuesday 
as saying be bad been banned 
from worid athletics because 
oi a “campaign by white peo- 
ple.” 

Johnson, in Jamaica to 
work on a self-sponsored 
documentary on his life, was 
reponed by the Jamaica 
observer newspaper as 
saying his life ban was plan- 
ned by whites who were cam- 
paigning to crush black qiOTts 
stare. 

' -fle cited 


heavyweight- boring efaaoh 
pioD h£ke Tyson, who is 
nearing the esd of a jail 


sentence for rqe, as another 
who had suffered at the 
bands of whites. 

“I was getting too powerful 
as a blade athlete. Every time 
a black man tries to succeed 
in life they try to put him 
down. Blat± guys are making 
some good money and the 
white people don’t want to 
see them succeed. Mike 
Tyson is another good exam- 
ple.” 

The 33-year-oId Johnson 
was banned for life in 1993 
after testing positive for b«n- 
diu^ for a second time, 
former w first tested positive at the 


Seoul Olympics in 1988 aifter 
aossing the finish line first in 
the 100 metres final. 


NOW-OPEN 


CUCINAtESLIANA 

First Cuisine 

Open dailiL to lunc h & dinner 




Nw WiilMlelphi^H^ - jjto ThAiBctoh Rest. 

For l Uatr s Mi ma Tct 659520 


t,-'. 


. Fumisbed Apartment For Rent 

in Um Uthaina 

3ists of three bedrooms, L-shaped dining room 
salon, two bathrooms, independent central 
ing, telephone. Luxurious furniture. Suitable for 
imats 

Please call tel. 820259 




JRNiSHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

metres from Goethe Institute 3rd Circle, Jabal 
lan - 1st floor villa. Dr. C^rge Sfeir nicely 
shed apartment with two bedrooms overlooking 
nost relaxing garden. 

If interested, please call 641515 


ENGLISH TEACHER 
REQUIRED 

eschool in .Western Amman is looking 
L dynamic, self-motivated teacher who 
s to work with children. Fluency in 
ish is a must. Salary commensurate 
experience. 

iterested, please send detailed 
ime to the following address; 
The Nursery School 
P.O.BOX 188 
Amman - Jordan 


1 are invited to visit the first 
Ibition of 

Stic Art and Oil Paintings 

>ap of distu^aislied paintmgs by Jorda- 
Arab and foreign artists at die Phi- 
ihia Hotd, on 'Anrsday and Friday, 
h 16-17, 1995 from 10 a.m. tOl 10 p.m. 

lore Information please call Tel. 607100, 
idha Hall. 

2 Odunan for Mgantsiiq mrhihitiAns , 



* 

Looking fo^ 

^ to do on 


Jugglers is (/, 






to be! 



Dont miss Out on a 
night of Irish htn and 
excitement March 17th. 
And Y/ear green for 
good lucid 







FORTE 


AMMAN 


For reservations, 
please caH 696511 


If 


Gnema ' TeL: 634144 

FHILADELPHIA 

■ 

tTnwna Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Richard Gere a Sharon Stone 
in 

INTERSECTION 

Shows: I2J0. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. lO-JO 

J'ean-Ctaude Van Damme 
In 

TIME COP 

Showed in the moming 

Patrick Sway 2 e — In 

FATHER HOOD 

Showed in the evenuig 


Visa of short dnration for the SCHENGEN-coontries 
Belgimn - Netherlanils - Loxemburg - France - GennaBijf - 

Portngal- Spain 

1 . Effective 26th. March 1 995, Jordanian nationals who apply for an entry visa to one 
of the above mentioned countries for a short stay (a period not exceeding ninety 
days), will obtain a visa, valid for the whole Schengen area. The total duration of a 
stay, or of several stays, is limited to three months per semester in the above 
mentioned Schengen area. (Italy and Greece will join the Schengen convention 
procedure later). 


Belgium — Netherlands — Luxemtxjrg ' Belgian Embassy 

France French Embassy: 

Germany German Embassy 

Spain — Portugal Spanish Embassy 


Tel: 675683 
Tel: 641273 
Tel: 689351 
Tel; 614166 


2. The Schengen agreement signifies real progress with regard to the free circulation 
of persons. Of course, a foreigner with a valid residence permit, issued by one of 
the Schengen-countries, will be authorised to leave and to re-enter the Schengen 
area without having to apply for a new visa, on condition however that he 
possesses, besides the afore-^nentioned residence permit, a valid national travel 
document (passport). Likewise, a foreigner in possession of a valid residence 
permit, issued by one of the Schengen-countries. together with a valid travel 
document, may stay for a maximum -duration of three months per semester in all 
the other Sch^gen countries, without a prior visa request from these countries. 

3. The visa application has to be addressed to the competent consular sen/ice in the 
following manner: 

a. If the applicant wishes to travel to one country only, he will have to apply for the 
visa from the authorities of that specific country. 

b. If the applicant intends to visit several countries, he has to apply to the 
authorities of the country of his main destination, mentioning the purpose of his 
visit. 

c. If the main destination cannot be determined, the competent Schengen- 
country to issue the visa, will be the one first entered by the traveller. 

4. The application for a visa does not automatically guarantee a favourable response. 
The purpose of the voyage cannot, in principle, be modified afterwards. 

5. The documents required for obtaining a visa are the same as before. Further 
documents might be required in specific cases. 

6. A visa for a long duration remains subject to the national regulations of the country 
of destination. Such a visa has to be applied for through the consular authorities of 
the concerned country. A visa required for the French Overseas Departments and 
Territories has to be applied for at the competent French consular representation. 

7. A visa that has been issued by one of the Schengen-countries before the 26th. 
March 1995, remains valid until Its expiry date, only within the country of its 
issuance. 


Ctnema 


Tel.: 677420 


coNccm 


CONCORir*1* 

Comedian star; Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & AwlMBlch 

SbowK I2db. 3:1S. 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
Jean-Claude Van Damm 
STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 3^4S. 11:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATEE 

Tel..: 675571 

Nabtt Al EbttlM Thaatra 

Musa Hljazln “Sum'a” 

In the political sadre 

HI CItIzeik 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shenwaqfe 
dahy on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Halta Al Jtoha in the 
children? play 

•irir Sa’dPs Retnm •irb 

‘""Aments'' , 

Abu Awwad 

Jn the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed oii 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all ' 
day 


Nabil Si Hisham's Td.: 

AH LAN THEAUg 


The political satire 
ALSMAM YA 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal' 
625155 

The theatre Is closed < 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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12 News 

Clinton move seen to have 
dealt severe blow to Iran 




JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, MARCH 16-17 ^ ' 


TEHRAN (Agencies)— Tile 
decision by U.S. President 
Bill Qinton to ban U.S. com- 
panies from deveioi»i^ Iran’s 
oil and gas reserves dealt 
a serious blow to Tehrw's 
efforts to revive its economy. 
Western experts said 
Wednesdw. 

The U.S. oQ firm Conoco 
announced late Tue^y it 
was scrapping a Sl-billion 
contract with Iran after Mr. 
CUntoo sidled an executive 
order banning such deals with 
Tehran. 

Iran announced the deal 
was signed in the Netherlands 
on Majcb 5 between Conoco 
and the Iranian National Oil 
Company (INOC) to develop 
the two fields of Sini A and 
E. 

One expert warned 
Wednesday that a Washing- 
ton ban on U.S. companies 
working with Iran could have 
’‘serious consequences in the 
medium term'^ altbou^ in 
the short term the cancella- 
tion of the Conoco contract 
unlikely to affect the coun- 
try’s ou situation. 

But it could embarrass Ira- 
nian leaders, among them 
President Ali Akbar Hasfae- 
mi Rafsanjani, who have 
argued that the Islannc re- 
public should have more 
open economic ties with the 
United States, political 
analysts said. 

Diplomatic ties between 
the two countries have been 
severed tince 1980 after Ira- 
nian students stormed the 
U.S. embassy in 1979 and 
took staff hostatt. 

HardUners comd now seize 
the opportunity to press 
home tiieir argument that 
there is no other way except 
confrontation with “the 


Great Satan,” the United 
States, they atgimd. 

Iran’s oD production capac- 
ity has drop^ in recent 
months and Tehran, incap- 
able of finandng die ex(doita- 
tion of new oil deposits 
alone, is urgently in need of 
foreign mvestment 

”Iran is finding it more and 
more difficult to get materials 
to maintain its and pro- 
ductioD is foiling," the fore- 
ign oil expert said. 

A two-year. financial crisis 
has left Iran with short and 
medium term debts of more 
than bflliod. 

Althoi^ banian officials 
say that <ril prodnetioo is 
around 4.2 miluon barrels per 
day (bpd), ex{>erts beli^ 
the true figim is nearer 3.6 
and 3.8 mfilion 

The extra 120,000 bpd 
which would have been pro- 
duced from the Sirri fields 
within three years would 
have made a difference, even 
more so as nmler the desd 
INOC would have not had to 
spend a dollar. 

Iran said it was hoping to 
earn $12.5 billion from the 
deal in oil revenues and ab- 
out 7^ million dollars in gas 
sales. 

The Iranian opposition 
bail^ decision by Mr. 

Clinton. 

’’The move is imperative in 
defemfing human rights and 
civilisation vis-a-vis the most 
abominable dictatotship in 
the contemporary world,” 
the National Coon^ 

of Resistance of Iran said in a 
statement received in Cyp- 
rus. 

’Arms snmggUiig* 

Iran is using a network of 
smu g gling points throughout 


Europe, Russia and Central 
Aaa to acquire tedimlogy 
tiiat could bmp give it nudear 
weapons in five years, the 
New York Times reported 
Wednesday. 

Weapons parts and nuclear 
technology are broken into 
such small components ttot 
they are not easily recognis- 
able if they are spotted mov- 


Iraqi paper urges 
sanctions deadline 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
most influential newspaper 
on Wednesday ur^ed the gov- 
ernment to set a deadline for 
havixiA U.N. sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait eased or 
lifted by diplomatic means. 

“The matter effectively re- 
quires the putting of a red 
line with a timet^le for the 
process of oontiauing with 
diplomatic negotiations,” 
smd the daily owned by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’s eldest 
son, Uday. 

The fr'ont-page editorial 
sigrod Abu Sarhan, widely 
believed to be Uday’s nom de 
plume, followed Monday’s 
U.N. Security Coundl deci- 
sion to leave the trade sanc- 
tions intact. 

“The latest review of the 
Security Coundl... regarding 
the lifting of the embargo is 
worse than the previous 
one,” it said. “Anyone read- 
ing the latest review will 
that not a single Security 
Coundl member spoke or 
even thought of discussing 
one of the aspects (leading 
to) the lifting of the embar- 
go." 

Babel and Uday have repe- 
atedly atmdted Iraq's foreign 
policy, sa 3 nng it gave every- 
thing and got nothing in re- 


turn. 

The newspaper said Iraq 
had been “retreating” since 
1991, wtien a U.S.-led allied 
force ejected its troops from 
Kuwait. 

“The Americans have 
greedy intentions towards 
Iraq. And this has become 
clear,” it said. 

The editorial said Baghdad 
had no ooatrol over the Kur- 
dish north of Iraq and was 
losiim diplomatically “a great 
number of people, countries 
and alliances.” 

It said Baghdad would also 
have to free what it called 
“the covetous intentions and 
the baring of teeth by many 
wolves and renegades calling 
themselves opposition in 
northern Iraq.’ 

The paper said that at a 
time when “provocations by 
America’s dwarves (Iraqi 
opposition groups) have 
started to rise,” Rolf Ekeus, 
diairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission on disarming 
Iraq, and his inspectors were 
demanding “more and 
more.” 

Fighting erupted this 
month between ^vemment 
troops and opposition forces 
in northern Iraq and the 

iCoatimied on page 7) 


Siddig Ali: Trade centre 
bombers were stupid 


N E VV YORK I A P ) — .4 man 
who aileceJIy plotted attacks 
in Manhattan told an infor- 
mant that a World Trade 
Centre homher huncleJ that 
job by renting a van in hl^ 
own name, court transcripts 
sh«.*wcd. 

•'Thev're all stupid of 
course, hut he's the stupidest 
one of them all because he is 
the one who screwed up the 
whole thing." Siddig Ibrahim 
Siddig All said Tuesday of 
Mvihammad Salameh. 

.As Mr. Siddiu ,AIi dished 
out his criticism three months 
after the Feb. 2h. !wd3. 
bombing, he was being 
secretly taped by Emad 
Salem, a government ini'i t- 
mant. The taped conversa- 
litms later led to Mr. Siddig 
.All's .'jrresi. 

Mr. Salamch .ind three 
others were convicted last 
year in the attack that killed 
six people and injured more 
than l.HDl). They were sent- 
enced to life in prison without 
parole. 

Mr. Siddig .Alt pleaded 
cuiltv last nionih as p.irl ot a 
ciHipcration agreement with 
prosecutors in the irul ol 
Sheikh Omar .Abdui Rnhmiin 
and in other men accused ol 
conspiring to blow up live 
landmarks, assassinate Egvp- 
tian President ilnsni Mubar- 
ak and kill or kidnap otiters. 

.A!s»» in the transcript. Mt. 
Salem speaks about an earlier 
untaped conversation with Al 
Savyiil Nos.iir in which Mr. 
Noviir alleuediv asked him lo 


get to \V(irk on a plan to kill 
the judge who senieneed him 
to prison, us well as a slate 
assemblyman from Brooklyn. 

Mr. Nos;ijr was acquitieJ 
in the murder v'f extrem- 
ist Ruhbi Mcir Kahane hut 
was convicted of related 
weapons charges. 

Prosecutors say the 
Kahane assassination was the 
first of several attacks plan- 
ned to .punish the United 
States for its Middle East 
pcdicies. 

A plan allegedly hatched 
by Mr. Siddig Ali called for 
bombs to be set off in a single 
day in 199.> al the United 
Nations, headquarters, the 

Holland and the Lincoln tun- 
nels and the George 
Washington Bridge. 

Mr. Siddig Ali told Mr. 
Salem that Mr. Sulumeh 
touled up the trade centre 
plan by renting a van in his 
t>wn name. Mr. Salamch was 
arrested days after the homh- 
ing when he claimed the van 
was lost and asked for his 
$41111 Jepr>sii. 

Mr. Siddig All said Mr. 
Salumeh's acuons would like- 
ly cause .Americans to call 
him “the stupidest terrorist in 
the world." and that Mr. 
Siddig Ali agreed. 

•'He is the stupidest, the 
stupidest, the stupidest <>l 
GikI's creatures." he said. 

Mr. Siddig .Ali said the 
bombing was 'M group 
effort." 

"We all li.Ki ,.ii.>i,ibtisc 111 
them." he siiicl 


“It IS almost imposaUe to 
trace the material being 
smuggled out by the Ira- 
nians,” said a senior Gennan 
intelligence official the news- 
paper did not identify. “Un-. 
less yon know exacuy what 
type of technology tiiey are 
trying to buOd, the smnmeis 
can collect various partsronn 
various sources that mask the 
Iranians’ intent.” 

Iranian officials deny they 
are tiying to bnjld a nuclear 
arsenal. The country has 
signed the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty, and 
Iran’s foreign minister, Ali 
Ald»r Velayati, has called 
for all nuclear weapons prog- 
xammes in the hfiddle to 
be disclosed. 

But the intelligenoB offi- 
cials told the Times Iran’s 
effort to acquire nuclear 
weapons technology mirrors 
Iraq’s attempt to bnild a nu^ 
lear bomb over the last IS 
years. 

Despite an embargo -im- 
posed ^ the West, tb^ said 
the materials are carrira on 
anall planes rb gr land on 
airstrips in Poland and poss- 
ibly other Eastern Enrcfiean 
countries, often by w^ of 
Brussels and Vienna. From 
there the materials are 
loaded onto cargo planes 
bound for Iran, tite intelli- 
gence officials said. 

Talibans 
pushed back 

KABUL (Agencies) 
Afyhanistan's emergent Tali- 
ban student nnUtia overran a 
pro-goyenunent base west of 
KaM in a li^tning attack on 
Wednesday but were later 
pushed back in a counter- 
attadr, a government com- 
mander said. 

1^ a move to fight their way 
back into the cwital, the 
Talibans took just 30 nunutes 
to capture the Qala-Hyder 
base on the western entrance 
to the city, commander 
Daignl Khan told reporters. 

Bot he said the govern- 
ment military command 
brought to the front line 
some of its most experienced 
filters fiom lOOtn division 
who pushed the Tsdib^ 
back into the hills about thuM 
kSometies further west aftm 
an eight-hour battle. 

“They came like a night- 
mare out of the black,” Mr. 
Khan said of the Tahlian 
assault at about 8 a.m. (0330 
GMT) on the base of com- 
mander Haji Shiralam of the 
Ittehad-e-IsIami faction, a 
partner in Prerident Bnriia- 
nuddin Rabbian’s coalition. 

“We have finished them 
here,” Mr. Khan said of foe 
Taliban’s first attempt to 
force hs way into ^bul after ' 
government forces drove it i 
from its newly occupied ' 
foothold in the Karte Seh I 
fostrict of western Kabul last 
Saturday. 

Crasliuig rockets sent up 
clouds of smoke in the hills 
south of Kabul as President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's 
forces tried to push towards 
the Talibans' main in 
Charasyab. 25 kilometres 
outride of Kabul. 

^ Also, rodeets slammed into 
civilian areas of Katml, and 
I several hit an outdoor mar- 
' ket. The rockets were fired 
I from position s held by foe 
Talibans. There was no im- 
mediate woid on casoalties. 

The president’s forces have 
scored big gains in the past 
week and now control aU of 
Kabul city. A number of 
groups are on tiie outskirts, 
the most powerful of which is 
foe Talibans. 

The latest fighting has 
undennined a United Na- 
tions peace plan that calls for 
Mr. Rabbani to step aside 
Mardi 21 in favour of a muU- 
party governing council that 
is o^n to all of foe 10 sepa- 
rate foctions in foe protested 
dvil war. 

However, more fighting is 
expected and few believe foat 
Mr. Rabbani will resign as 
planned, foou^ ius term in 
office expired in December. 

The Talibans advanced 
several hundred kilometres in 
recent months fiom southern 
Afghamstan to foe southern 
fiinges of Kabul. 

Made up mostly of militant 
young foeology students, foe 
group developed an aura of 
invindbitity duriiw its march 
towards foe capitaJ. But it has 
suffered setbacks in its first 
serious encounter with foe 
prerident's forces. 



Prime »Biiister Shurtf Zdd Ben Shaker on Minister John M^or (photo by Yousef Al 
Wednesday bolds taBo wife British Frime .Allao) 

British delegation briefed on 
Jordan economy, opportunities 

TCC, RJ, APC and JEA to be 
privatised, finance minister says 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

j AMMAN — The govern- 
I ment intends to privatise the 
: Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC), Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), foe Arab 
Potash Company (APC) and 
the Jordan Electridfy Au- 
thority (JEA), Finance 
Minister Basel Jaidaneh said 
Wednesday. 

While the government bad 
indicated its ^ns to privatise 
foe TCC and RJ, it was the 
first time foat foe APC and 
JEA were mentioned by a 
senior government offidal as 
entities slated for privatisa- 
tion. 

A restructuring of the 
administration of foe TCC is 
under way ahead of commer- 
cialising the monopoly in the 
Kingdom's telecommunica- 
tions sector. Commercialisa- 
tion of foe entify is the first 
step towards privatisation. 

A similar process is under 
way ^so at RJ after studies 
recommended that the best 
means to tadcle foe debt 
problems of foe airline was to 
raise its capital and privatise 
ft 

A British consultancy firm 
has completed a study on 
commeraaiisiog the JEA. 
According to plans unveiled 
until Weemesday, the author- 
ity was expect^ to be reg- 
istered as a commercial entity 
under the companies law but 
no indications were given of 
any plan to privatise it. 

Toe APC is Jordan’s first 
venture to exploit minerals in 
foe Dead Sea. It is estimated 


duct it would need more foan 
$3 billion in investment to 
exploit foe full potential of 
the mineral wealth of the 
Dead Sea. 

The government's priva- 
* tisation intentions came dur- 
ing a briefing Mr. Jardaneh 
presented to a visiting British 
trade delegation healed by 
Trade Minister Richard 
Needham at foe Forte Grand 
Hotel Wednesday morning. 

Details were not im- 
mediately available on how 
foe government intended to 
fxooeed wifo foe privatisa- 
tion drive or the timing of foe 
moves: 

In his briefing, which was 
also attended by Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ). Gov- 
ernor Mohamm^ Nabulsi, 
Mr. Jardaneh outlined the 
Kingdom’s general economic 
poUdes and the restructuring 
programme under way in 
cooifonation wifo the Inter- 
nationa] Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and sectoral develop- 
ment programmes im- 
plemented in coordination 
with foe World Bank. 

Despite foe difficulties it 
freed during foe late 80s and 
early 90s. Jordan registered 
significant economic growth 
in the past years, Mr. Jar* 
daneb noted. 

The govenunent is devoted 
to ensuring continued econo- 
mic growfo and reducing ex- 
penditure as well as achieving 
administrative eSdencf, 
foe minister told foe delega- 
tion. 

Mr. Jardaneh also briefly 
reviewed foe problems Jor- 
dan is facing as a result of foe 


international sanctions 
against its one-dme largest 
trade partner, Iraq, and the 
measures adopted by foe gov- 
ernment to compensate for 
foe losses incurred in this 
respect. 

The finance minister said 
Jordan's exports grew by 15 
per cent during 19^ while its 
imports went down by four 
per cent. 

The general sales tax that 
foe government introduced 
last year is an important part 
of foe economic planning of 
the the minister 

said. 

Mr. Jardaneh also outlined 
foe measures adopted by the 
government to encourage 
foreign investments. He said 
one of the key pieces in the 
strategy was to treat foreign 
and local investments on an 
equal footing, oaring the 
same incentives — customs 
and income tax exemptions 
etc. — and facilities to both. 

The finance minister speci- 
fically cited tourism and 
hotels as areas where foreign 
investments were very wel- 
come and lucrative. 

Dr. Nabulsi presented the 
delegation wifo a briefing on 
tile monetary situation in Jor- 
dan with a review of foe 
economic restructuring prog- 
ramme which has 
foe economy and currency. 

The governor also 
outlined Jordan’s efforts to 
address its foreign debts bur- 
den and noted in this context 
foat Britain, (jermany and 
France — all members of the 
European Union — had ex- 

(Contimied on page 7) 


More 
blood shed 
in Istanbul 
violence 

ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
Up to four peojrie died and 
25 were wounded in new 
dashes here Wednesday be- 
tween Muslim Alawite pro- 
testors and police as pressiM 
mount^ on Turkey's interior 
minister and on Istanbul's 
law-and-order dnef to rerign. 

The demonstrators were 
protesting against an automa- 
tic weapons attack against an 
Alawite district by unidenti- 
fied gunmen on the western 
bank of the Bosphorus Sun- 
day night. 

The Anatolia news agency 
said at least one person was 
killed and 25 were hurt in the 
I latest outbreak of violence in 
the Umrmiiye district on the 
! eastern bank of the Bosphor- 
I us. 

Two private television net- 
: works put foe toll at between 
two and four dead. The ATV 
I network said four people 
' died and 10 were injured 
while Interstar said two were 
, idUed and several hurt. 

On Sunday three people 
,were killed in the shooting in 
the Gazi distrirt, home to 
members of foe moderate 
Alawite community. 

A frirtber 20 p«^le were 
killed and more than 100 
wounded in protests until late 
Tuesday. 

A woman died from se- 
rious bums late Tuesday after 
demonstrators threw a fire- 
bomb at her car for no appa- 
rent reason. 

In Gazi where five victims 
were to be buried Wednesday 
tensions rose again in the 
afternoon. 

Pressure also mounted 
Wednesday on Turkey's in- 
terior minister and on Istan- 
bul's law-and-order chief to 
resign after Sunday's secta- 
rian machine-gun attack on 
cafes frequent^ by members 
of foe Alawite Muslim minor- 
ity. 

Violent demonstrations 
followed the attack and on 
Tuesday foe protests spread 
from Istanbul to several other 
dties. including the capita 
Ankara, where 30 people 
were injured in clashes with 
police. 

"They want a scapegoat.” 
the centre-left Chimhuriyet 
daily wrote Wednesday 
accusing the government of 
failing to act on Interior viO" 
lence. 

Two parliamentary de- 
puties of Prime Mimster Tan- 
su Ciller’s ri^-wing Triie 
Path parfy cal&l on Interior 
Mnister Nahit Mentese and 

(Continued on 7) 
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Court denies Kumitis’ asset plea 

KUWAIT (R) — A British court has refused a lequ^ by 
two former l^waiti oil executives for foe release m assets 
frozen in connection wifo their trial in foe emirate on 
charges of embezzlement, lawyers said on Wednesday. The 
commercial coart Feb. & denied an application by 
Abdul Fatah Sitieiman Khaled Al Badr and Hassan Ali 
Hassan Qabazard that orders freezing bank accounts they 
hold in Britain be lifted, the lawyers said in interriews. 
court in London in late July granted the orders, which 
freeze bank accounts pending trial, agmnst two defendants 
alleged to have been involv^ in embezzling SKX) million 
from state-owned Kuwait Oil Tankers Compaiw (KOTC). 
Mr. Badr is a former chahman of KOTC. w. t^bazard is 
a former dep^ KOTC chairman for finandal affairs. The 
orders were imposed at the request of KOTCs present 
management, whidi alleges foe accounts contain money 
gained illegally from alleged embectiement. 

Trial in U.S. ambassador’s slaying postponed 

BEIRUT (AP) — The retrial of two suspects in foe 1976 
kidnapping and killing of foe U.S. ambas^or to Lebanon 
opened Wednesday but quickly adjourned after foe 
fence recruested more time. Bassmn Mohammad Farkh and 
Nameq Ahmad Kamal were brought to foe appeals court 
Wednuday monfo^ for what was supposed to be the first 
session of their retrial in the murder. Ten minutes into foe 
sesaon, the defence requested more time to examine tlte 
documents in the case. Presiding Judge Mouin Osseiian 
concurred, setting a new session for April 12. Farkh, 
Kama] and a third suspect — Toufic Mo ham mad Faroukb 
— bad been tried m absentia and sentenced to life 
imprisoomeut May 5 in the Udn^jping and mur^ of 
Ambassador Frauds E. Kfeloy, his economic counselor 
Robert O. Waring and Letonese driver Mohammad 
Moghrabi. After the sentencing last spring, Farkh turned 
up in jail, serving a sentence on drug conviction. Kama! 
surrendered to police, ^fo demanded a retrial. Faxouk 
remained at large. 

Yemeni party expels 11 for ^treason’ 

SANAA (AFP) •— Seven members of tiie ruling General 
people's Congress (GPQ led by President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh have bttn kicited out of the party for "treason" in 
baci^ southern separatists in last year’s dvil war, a OPC 
offidal sdd Wednesday. A statement after an extraordin- 
ary meetingof the GPCpoUtboro chaired by Saleh late 

Tuesday and members of the paify "had failed in their duty 
and damaged foe party, its prutciples and its nati o n al 
goals.” It did not say bow many members had been 
allied or give their identities. But a GPC offidal, who 
asM to remain anonymous, told AFP that 11 ^d been 
dismissed for “joining foe secessionists” and “treason.” 
Among those expellM from the GPC were a former 
governor of Aden Mohanunad Ali Ahmad and Suleiinan 
Nasser Massud, a supporter of the ex-president of South 
Yemen, foe offidal said. Meanwhile, foe politburo also 
agreed to discuss measures to adopt a "rieourous austerity 
financial policy, cutting bade on spen^g and fighting 
comiption" at its next party congress in May. 


Lockerbie relatives seek EU probe 

STRASBOURG (R) — Relatives of Britons killed in tiw 
1988 bombing of a Pu Am airliner over Scotland asked the 


bombl^,” says a statement eiqriaiiiing a petition presented 
to foe European Parliament by U.K. Families l^gbt 103, 
named after the London-to-New York ffight. have 
reasons been given for foe lapse of aviation security at 
London airport where foe b^b was load^ onto the 
aeroplane in unaccompanied luggage traarieired from die 
feeder flight from Frankfriit,” it says. The petition, handed 
to British Labour Member of the Paxiiament David Martin, 
asks the Eurc^tean Union assembly to push the oomnsisaon 
to make a statement about the bomt^ over Lo^erine, 
Scotland, which killed 259 passengers 11 people on foe 
ground. 

Turkey warns Kurds against goading Iraq 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey criticised an Iraqi Kurdisfa 
fretion on Wednesday for goading Iraqi troops across a 
Western-protected safe haven and warned it any 

moves to seize foe Baghdad-held oil dty of Kirknk. “We 
have repM that local ^urdish) forces in northwn Iraq 
are opening harassing fire on Iraqi troops pennanently 
positioned south of the 36th Parallel," foimgn ministiy 
qwkesman Ferhat Ataman said. “We are also recehang 
R^its foat foe local forces plan to start an assault on 
Kirkuk. I wish to stress that lurkey will in no way accept 
soch a development that will harm Iraiq’s territmmJ 
integrity,” Mr. Ataman said. 

Women go before Tehran court in public 

TEIplAN (AFP) — Three women went on trial before an 
Iranian revolutionary conn here Wednesday a 

possible death, sentence for murder and planningbmttb 
attacks, in the first public trial of foe kind Batol Vaferi 
Farahnaz Anami and Maryam ^ahbaz^ stood 
of belonging to Iran’s main opp^ition group tiie 
Mujabedeea-e-Khalq, and the murder of a pn«, Tedhis 
Mikhauiw, and involvement in the kiUing of another 
Mefafo Dibaj, in 1994. ’The Mujafaedeen say the thrwf 
not its members. 

3 killed in attack on Mogadishu prison 

MOGADISHU (R) — At least three people indudine two 
women were killed when gunmen attacked an Islamic 
Shana law court prison in northern Mogadishu, witnesses 
^ on Wednesday. They said gunmen wifo a ’*te<^cal” 
batUewagon i^qt^ wifo a heavy machinenin attacked 
foe prison at Harar Yale district on Tuesday the 

release of a murderer sentenced to death. THe head dthe 
court nuhtia and two women bystanders were killed in foe 
daa. An «tma«d 16 people were wounded in the 
fightiM with h«vy machiiu^ns and rocket-prooeUed 
foe atackera were beaten back 


UUliiKv/'. 


New York Timeg;^' 
issues 50,000th - 

edition 

NEW YORK (AFP) 

New York Times 
its 50,000fo edition 

but. typical of foe sober j 

of the only major oe^ 
in the United States 

coimcs, there was 00 ctiti ^ 

tion. In a fbor-line states):^''- ' 

put out by foe New Yf*' ’ , 

Hmes Company, and 

only wifo foe initials ^ ' 

Usher Arthur <jchs 

ger, Sulzberger proinB.;^' 

*Tli frx you anomo^ •: ” 

when our 75,0(X)tii con.-'' V. 
ouL” There was no ■ 

planned at the newspap^ -: 

self, said sTOkesman p 
D ickman. “This is 
style." be added. 

Married woman’i- if L 
lover burnt in fit ; - ^ 
of fiery passion 

SHANGHAI 

married woman in the ea'.'^ ' ' 
ern C3iinese dty of Hangba'C-'-.r 
set her lover ablaze in a fr - ; 

fiery pasrion after be refte 'r ' - ^ 

to break off their relY^." 
tionsbip, foe Xinmin EveoiiCv!. 

Post said. Thirty-year-o'-'^'". ' - 
bousevrife Oien S^uboa:' ' 
who was involved in t 
adulterous affrir rtitii Shi'hAl'icsf 
Wenfu, went ber^k 
doused her lover wth peirtiCCS • ’ 
and set him ablaze after t 
argument on March 10 at '' 
home, tiie paper said. M;::- ' " ' 
Sbao suffereef third-degre.. •' • 
burns over 70 per cent o{ b r*.' ' . 
body before being rescued I'it:' " 
his neighbours. He was bn : 
treasted at Hangzhou Hosp r:.' ' 

al’s burn unit, Xauniniii ' 

Ms. Cben had alibied waiA I'-r. ' ' 
to end foe affair but Mr. sill s:- : ■ ■ ~ 

refused and threatened tot 
pose foeir relationship to I x' • 
husband and six-year-i j * 
son, the paper said. Lo £ 

<^dais have launched ao 
vestigation and Ms. Q ' 
could be prosecuted, bu *jrt 
-added. 

Plane loses Tf - 
wheel after Lr:. 

landing \7 


PALERMO, Sidly (APF)* 
An Alitalia jetliW lost I 
wheel after landing at Nlai 
mo Airport frit no one nl 
hurt in foe aeddent, airte 
officials annonne^. ^ 
plane which came from id 
via Rome lost the 
fore stoppiz^ at the eodj 
foe runway and tilted od 


flisinissss 


but it was not 'damped. 

Congresswoman ^.v 
tohaveababy V " 

WASHINGTON (AP) t.’’"- 
R^-EnidGreeaewaliiol'^^" '.M:- 
expects to give With in Is 
September, wbcih viw • 

make her the second woo . 
in history to have a bi ■•"j-. 

’'riiile serving in the U z-^ 

Congress. The freshman t 

publican from the w* : -v - 

state of Utah said MoDd . 

she wiU stay on the job 

long asjxissible and . 

turn after the event, “ll' i , 

healthy, normal pregoaa 

and the doctor said diefl 

no reason why I cannot o ' 

tinue," she said. * ^ 

Wladhotz and her 1 m^ 

plan to set up norserite 

Salt Lake aty. Utah's a, • • 

a], and in Washingtoa ! . . 

fiiw member of Congres 

give birth in office was! t..; ^ v 

mer Rep. Yvonne Biatb* ».* : 

Burke, a CaUfornia ^ .. 

crat who served in the L"! J * . . - . . ^ 
Ms. Waldhotz, saW' '• j ' 

learned she was ^ V : 

with her first child in * [U '' 

January, shortly after ttf 

office. ’'■free 

Che’s diaries 
reveal wild 

motorcycle trip ■ 

NEW YORK (R) — = 

a youthful, wild ride *3^3- " ^ ■ 

Soufo America on a r,- •' 

cle, revolutionary -I,.. . 

Guevara seduced the 
a good friend and ' ~ • 

sponsible for a house buff^ '.>.v 

down, according Vi ;- “ 

recently-discovered 

The Motorcycle .! 

which go on sie in d>® !^L 
ited States and 

^^y, were kept seerd 5njp 

years because "it doew/ V 9(1 

actiy reflect a very Us 
correct C3ie” publs^.^s^.- - . 

Robinson told 

Weekly editor ^ 

O'Brien in this Irs. ' 

of the magazine. The^r ni. v.i; 

zinc said the diaiy, ^ ! v 

the Latin Americau a ! 


than 300,000 copies. 
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